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A

Introduction

A.1 The Council is preparing a new local plan that will guide new development and land use in the period to 2035. About 640
sites have been submitted to the Council for consideration as potential development allocations following two ‘call for sites’
exercises (in 2014 and 2015). A site selection methodology has been drafted to help in choosing which sites should be
included in the local plan. This paper explains how the Council intends to incorporate landscape considerations in the
selection of development sites.

B

Landscape Character Assessment

B.1 Landscape Character Assessment is a method of understanding what the landscape is like, how it came to be like that and
how it may change in the future. Landscape Character Assessment describes and classifies the recognisable and consistent
pattern of elements that makes one landscape different from another. Character is what makes each part of the landscape
distinct and gives each area its particular sense of place. The landscape character approach considers that all landscapes
are valuable and seeks to protect their essential character. The purpose of Landscape Character Assessment is to help
ensure that change does not undermine whatever is characteristic or valued about a particular place, and ensure that ways of
improving the character of a place can be considered.
B.2 A Landscape Character Assessment of the borough was prepared in 2007 and updated in 2014 by Land Use Consultants
Ltd 1. The Landscape Character Assessment identifies six landscape types within the borough:
1. Clay Farmland
2. Wooded Wolds
3. Limestone Valleys
4. Clay Valleys
5. Clay Vales
6. Wooded Greensand Ridge.
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Bedford Borough Landscape Character Assessment, May 2014, Land Use Consultants Ltd
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B.3 The landscape types are further sub-divided into component local landscape character areas, 13 in total (see Figure A below).
These are discrete geographic areas that possess the common characteristics described for the landscape type. Each
character area has a distinct and recognisable local identity. For each local landscape character area a detailed description of
the landscape character is given that identifies the key landscape features and visual sensitivities. In addition, guidelines for
management and future development are produced as broad principles to manage and direct landscape change, for example
in order to protect the highest quality and most sensitive landscapes from adverse change and to encourage positive change
in weak or degraded landscapes.

C

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

C.1 In order to take account of landscape considerations in the selection of development sites, further work has been undertaken
based on the existing Landscape Character Assessment. This has resulted in a report for each village that highlights the key
landscape and visual sensitivities. This information will be used as part of the site selection process to identify whether or not
a potential site is consistent with the guidelines of the Landscape Character Assessment. This will help in choosing between
sites and considering their effect on landscape sensitivities. It will also help in identifying mitigation measures that may be
necessary to minimise the impact of development and enhance important landscape features.
C.2 Reports and maps have been produced for the following groups of villages:
Group 1 Villages
1 Bromham
2 Clapham
3 Great Barford
4 Sharnbrook
5 Shortstown
6 Wilstead
7 Wixams
8 Wootton

Group 2 Villages
9
Carlton
10 Harrold
11 Milton Ernest
12 Oakley
13 Roxton
14 Stewartby
15 Turvey
16 Willington

2

Figure A Landscape
Character Areas
Bedford Borough
Boundary

1B

Landscape Character
Area

1A: Cranfield to
Stagsden Clay Farmland
1B: Riseley Clay
Farmland

1D: Thurleigh Clay
Farmland

2A

1E: Renhold Clay
Farmland

1D

3A

2A: Hinwick Wooded
Wolds

2B: Pavenham Wooded
Wolds

1E

3A: Harrold - Great Ouse
Limestone Valleys

4A

3B: Oakley - Great Ouse
Limestone Valleys

2B

4A: Great Ouse Clay
Valley

5D: North Marston Clay
Vale
5E: East Marston Clay
Vale

5F

3B

1A

5F: Biggin Wood Clay
Vale

5E

6B: Mid Greensand
Ridge
Bedford/Kempston

0

3 Km

±

© Crown copyright and database rights
2016 Ordnance Survey 100049028.

5D

6B

GROUP 1 VILLAGES
1

Bromham – (see Figure 1 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 1: Clay Farmland

1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland

Type 2: Wooded Wolds

2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds

Type 3: Limestone Valleys

3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley

The village falls predominately within the 3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley landscape character area as set out in the
table above. The landscape character area of 2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds lies immediately to the west of the village and 1A
Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland lies to the south. The River Great Ouse meanders around the village further to the
north before sweeping in close to its eastern boundary; land levels across this area are low and level.
Clay Farmland: 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•

A medium-large scale plateau landscape with an open and exposed character with long distant views, and strong
skylines.
Gently rolling landform predominantly underlain by Oxford Clay, levelling out to areas of flat plateaux on highest
ground.
Predominantly under arable cropping contained within large open fields but with pockets of horse paddocks particularly associated with the settlements.
The nationally important Hanger Wood SSSI represents one of the best examples of ash-maple woodland in
Bedfordshire.
A number of ancient semi-natural woodlands have been retained (such as Hanger Wood) located around the village.
Variable field boundaries including short flailed and gappy hedges, overgrown hedgerows, and some areas where all
boundaries have been removed. Mature standard oak trees often mark old hedgerow lines.
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•
•

Roadside boundaries typically consist of narrow grass verges, overgrown drainage ditches and short-flailed, gappy
hedgerows.
Small scale rural lanes cross the landscape although extensive areas are only accessible via the rights of way network.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•

Landscape pattern provided by the remaining hedgerows and mature hedgerow trees despite their poor condition. This
pattern is vulnerable to erosion from further loss of hedgerows and hedgerow trees and lack of management.
Scattered spinneys and blocks of ancient woodland including Hanger Wood SSSI, which are vulnerable to lack of
management and associated neglect.
Subtle, tributary valleys and streams of the River Great Ouse which give variety and a sense of place to the area.
Strong rural character over much of the area, which is vulnerable to urban influence for instance the visible and audible
impact of roads and large scale development.

3. Visual sensitivities
Local skylines created by subtle changes in topography which are vulnerable to cluttering by vertical development and
notably demand for wind turbine development (e.g. views to potential turbines on skylines).
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Potential for woodland creation - expanding and linking the existing woodland resource through woodland and
hedgerow planting. Appropriate species are likely to include field maple, and hazel. Ensure mid-long range views
across the landscape are retained and that the historic grain of the landscape is respected.
Conserve the ancient maple-ash woodland and range of habitats at Hanger Wood SSSI and consider opportunities for
extending and linking habitats beyond the site with disease resistant species of similar association.
Bring existing ancient woodlands under appropriate management regimes where possible e.g. reintroduce coppice
management if appropriate.
Maintain and enhance surviving historic boundaries, and enhance the condition and structure of hedgerow boundaries
by focussing hedgerow restoration between remaining sections so as to strengthen the landscape pattern – this is a
key requirement alongside field boundaries and roads.
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•
•
•
•

Enhance the character and presence and ecological resource of the subtle tributary valleys by planting appropriate
species along their water courses, enhancing the relationship with the adjacent Limestone Valleys landscape type, and
emphasising key GI corridors.
Conserve the ancient woodland blocks and spinneys, e.g. Bowels Wood, and apply an appropriate management
strategy to enhance ecological interest. Consider opportunities for linking small areas of isolated woodland by new
planting and hedgerow restoration.
Consider opportunities for woodland planting along existing and proposed road corridors including the A422 and A428.
This would help integrate the agricultural land and urban infrastructure.
Conserve the character of the rural roads and limit urbanising influences – widening/kerbing and ensure that traffic
management measures are sympathetic to the rural character.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve the largely rural, undeveloped character of the area.
Conserve the individual village identity.
Monitor the introduction of large scale industrial style agricultural buildings into the landscape and seek to limit
inappropriate screening by dense coniferous shelterbelts.
Consider the effects of large scale vertical features on skylines and key views.
Conserve and enhance the character of the rural roads and lanes. Many rural roads within this area are already used
as ‘rat runs’ to provide access between the arterial routes of the A422 and A428.

Wooded Wolds: 2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•

Forms an intermediary landscape linking the flat floodplain of the River Great Ouse to the high ground of the 1A
Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland.
Small to medium scale landscape with an enclosed, peaceful character.
Medium scale geometric fields are enclosed by dense hedgerows while limestone walls form the boundaries of gardens
and historic estates.
Gaps in tree cover provide wide views across the adjacent Limestone Valley landscape type. The wolds form a rural
backdrop to the lower ground of the valley.
5

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•

The strong network of hedgerows (although occasionally gappy) which are vulnerable to through lack of consistent
maintenance.
Irregular field patterns deriving from extensive early enclosure.
The tranquil, rural natural of the landscape that is vulnerable to village expansion and increased use of the network of
rural roads.

3. Visual sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by the occasional views across the River Great Ouse Valley and the
sense of enclosure provided by the combined undulating landform and hedgerow network.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Conserve and enhance the historic field patterns.
Enhance the hedgerow network, replanting hedgerow and hedgerow trees where necessary.
Ensure all ancient semi-natural woodland in the area receives appropriate management to conserve and enhance its
biodiversity interest.
Seek to create enhanced landscape connectivity with meadows and wetlands.

5. Development guidelines
•
•

Conserve the views to tower of Church of St Owen.
Conserve the largely unsettled slopes above the River Great Ouse Valley that form a rural backdrop to this lower lying,
more settled valley landscape.

Limestone Valleys: 3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
6

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The River Great Ouse meanders through the valley in wide loops lined by wetland vegetation including poplar and
willow.
Medium scale geometric fields are enclosed by hedgerows with some hedgerow trees although in some areas the
hedgerows have been replaced by fences.
Building materials vary from limestones, timber and render to modern red brick with distinctive limestone bridge.
Infrastructure corridors of the A6, Western Bypass A428 trunk road and the Midland Mainline rail line reduce the rural
feel of the landscape with noise and views of moving traffic
John Bunyan trail and Ouse Valley Way long distance routes cross the landscape.
Raised pedestrian walkways providing pedestrian access during periods of flood.
Pylon lines cross the landscape from east to west.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•

The naturalistic, meandering course of the river fringed by wetland vegetation including marshland and open water
bodies of high biodiversity interest and the remaining areas of undeveloped, flat floodplain, which would be sensitive to
changes in management.
Meadow land in the valley river floor and enclosure fields adjacent.
Historic built elements which contribute to landscape character including the historic core of limestone village, the stone
Bromham Bridge, Church of St Owen and Bromham Mill.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by some notable features including views to the 17th century medieval
Bromham Bridge which spans the River Great Ouse, the medieval Bromham Mill which is located at the west end of the
bridge, and the grade l listed Church of St Owen with its 70 feet high 15th century tower set within 70 acres of parkland
adjacent to the river (see photos below). Uninterrupted views to the backdrop of the Wooded Wolds are sensitive to
development as are corridor views down the river.

7

Bromham Bridge

Bromham Mill

Church of St Owen from the east
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4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Conserve, enhance and create areas of floodplain landscape with flood meadows and marshes where appropriate.
Conserve and enhance the riparian vegetation that defines the course of the River Great Ouse, with opportunities for
enhanced habitat management and restoration.
Conserve the hedgerow and hedgerow trees, enhancing the network where hedgerow has become degraded or
damaged.
Conserve the rural character of the network of minor roads, discourage the introduction of suburban style materials e.g.
kerbs and extensive lighting.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•

Avoid linear extension along roads to prevent coalescence with nearby villages.
Conserve the natural floodplain landform and long views.
Preserve an open setting of views to the medieval Bromham Bridge and Bromham Mill which is located at the west end
of the bridge.
Conserve views to church spires / towers.
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Clapham – (see Figure 2 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 1: Clay Farmland

1E Renhold Clay Farmland

Type 2: Wooded Wolds

2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds

Type 3: Limestone Valleys

3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley

The village falls predominately within the 3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley landscape character area as set out in the
table above. Character area 2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds lays to the east of the village, with 1E Renhold Clay Farmland lying
beyond further east. Located north-west of Bedford on the north side of the River Great Ouse, the village consists mainly of
modern brick and slate cottages with some older limestone buildings.
Clay Farmland: 1E Renhold Clay Farmland
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open lowland founded on Oxford Clay, subtly varied with gently undulating valleys contrasting with exposed plateaux.
Hedgerows are in mixed condition with some low flailed and gappy or lost leaving areas open, featureless, arable land.
Scattered woods give variety to the distant views, and include some ancient woodlands of high biodiversity interest.
The edge of Bedford at the south of the area is generally well screened by topography and woodland with little visual
influence on the wider landscape apart from a harsher urban edge to the east.
Second World War airfield at Twinwoods is a feature of the higher plateaux and the lack of field boundaries emphasise
the exposed, empty character of this section of the area.
Consistent network of footpaths, bridleways and green lanes.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•

The network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees which still survive in parts of the area and are vulnerable to further loss
through lack of consistent maintenance and succession planting.
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•
•
•

Church of St Thomas of Canterbury church tower forming landmark and creating a sense of place.
Areas of ecological value including unimproved grassland which require sustained management.
The tranquil, rural natural of the landscape that is vulnerable to urban influence such as the area around the disused
airfields.

3. Visual sensitivities
The sense of openness and wide views which are given variety by the subtly changing landform and the scattered
woodlands would be sensitive to inappropriate development.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve, enhance and restore woodlands through effective long term management and replanting to retain their
character and ecological value.
Promote traditional woodland management techniques such as coppicing, to enhance ground flora diversity.
Enhance hedgerows consistent management and resist development that will result in further loss/ fragmentation of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Encourage the growth of new hedgerow trees to maintain landscape and structure
connectivity.
Conserve field trees through management of surrounding arable land by for example avoiding ploughing over tree root
zones and consider opportunities for planting new field trees.
Conserve the existing neutral unimproved grassland sites and take opportunities to extend these and create new
species rich hay meadows.

5. Development Guidelines
•
•
•

Conserve views to Church of St Thomas of Canterbury’s tower.
Retain separation of individual villages - avoid linear development along roads merging settlements.
Consider planting new woodlands to screen the north-western urban boundary of Bedford.

Wooded Wolds: 2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
11

•
•
•
•

An elevated plateau founded on solid geology of Oolitic Limestone with drift geology of Boulder Clay and some Glacial
Gravel.
Rolling, gently sloping landform cut by tributaries of the River Great Ouse forming subtle valleys.
A land use characterised predominantly by arable farming with some pasture.
Gaps in tree cover provide commanding views across the adjacent Great Ouse Limestone Valley and the rising ground
of the area forms a rural context for the valley.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•

The strong network of hedgerows (although occasionally gappy) which are vulnerable to loss through lack of consistent
maintenance.
Good survival of ancient woodland and some areas of assart fields, along with the boulder clay ridge, and generally
good survival of historic field boundaries, all of which would be vulnerable to changes in management.
The tranquil, rural nature of the landscape that is vulnerable to village expansion and increased use of the network of
rural roads.

3. Visual sensitivities
Occasional views across the River Great Ouse Valley and views to the largely undeveloped occasionally wooded ridges of the
area would be susceptible to inappropriate development.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Encourage the planting or regeneration of new broad-leaved woodland, in particular adjacent to and linking existing
ancient woodland in the area and reflecting the historic pattern of woodland in the area.
Conserve and enhance historic field boundaries, replanting hedgerow and hedgerow trees where necessary.
Conserve, enhance and restore the woodlands through effective long term management and replanting to retain their
character and ecological value.
Ensure areas of grassland of high biodiversity value are conserved through appropriate management.
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5. Development guidelines
•
•
•

Retain the historic character of the limestone village - encouraging any new development to be sensitive in its design
by, for instance, incorporating existing character details in the style of buildings and materials.
Avoid large scale vertical features disrupting views e.g. across the River Great Ouse Valley and the occasional views to
the wooded ridges.
Conserve the largely unsettled slopes above the Great Ouse Valley that form a rural backdrop to this lower lying, more
settled landscape.

Limestone Valleys: 3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wide, open, shallow valley founded on Oolitic Limestone, with Alluvium along the course of the river and Valley Gravel
on the level valley floor.
The River Great Ouse meanders through the valley in wide loops lined by wetland vegetation including poplar and
willow.
Medium scale geometric fields are enclosed by hedgerows with some hedgerow trees although in some areas the
hedgerows have been replaced by fences.
Settlement takes the form of large villages mainly to the south of the area often with a core of older buildings and
considerable modern development at their margins.
Building materials vary from limestones, timber and render to modern red brick.
Infrastructure corridors of the A6 and the Midland Mainline rail line reduce the rural feel of the landscape with noise and
views of moving traffic
John Bunyan trail and Ouse Valley Way long distance routes cross the landscape.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•

The naturalistic, meandering course of the river fringed by wetland vegetation including marshland and open water
bodies of high biodiversity interest and the remaining areas of undeveloped, flat floodplain, which would be sensitive to
changes in management.
Meadow land in the valley river floor and enclosure fields adjacent.
13

•

Historic built elements which contribute to landscape character including the village’s historic core of limestone and the
stone Church of St Thomas of Canterbury.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by some notable features including views to the Church of St Thomas
of Canterbury’s tower (see photo below). The church occupies a position at the east end of the village on the north side of
the main road off Green Lane. Corridor views along the wooded sections of river valley would be sensitive to change.

Church of St Thomas of Canterbury

14

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Conserve, enhance and create areas of floodplain landscape with flood meadows and marshes where appropriate.
Conserve and enhance the riparian vegetation that defines the course of the River Great Ouse, with opportunities for
enhanced habitat management and restoration.
Conserve the hedgerow and hedgerow trees, enhancing the network where hedgerow has become degraded or
damaged.
Conserve the rural character of the network of minor roads, discourage the introduction of suburban style materials e.g.
kerbs and extensive lighting.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•

Avoid linear extension of the village along local roads.
Preserve an open setting and views to Church of St Thomas of Canterbury’s tower.
Conserve the natural floodplain landform and long views from features such as embankments.
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Great Barford – (see Figure 3 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 1: Clay Farmland

1E Renhold Clay Farmland

Type 4: Clay Valleys

4A Great Ouse Clay Valley

Type 5: Clay Vales

5E East Marston Clay Vale

The village falls within the 4A Great Ouse Clay Valley landscape character area as set out in the table above. Character area
1E Renhold Clay Farmland lies to the north and west of the village and area 5E East Marston Clay Vale lies to the southeast.
Much of the village is low lying with the majority of buildings located in the Clay Valley area. There is also a large variety of
dwellings throughout the village, some dating to the 17th century.
Clay Farmland: 1E Renhold Clay Farmland
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open lowland founded on Oxford Clay, subtly varied with gently undulating valleys contrasting with exposed plateaux.
Dominated by arable farmland with some scattered woodlands.
Large geometric fields are bounded by hedgerows, fences and ditches, with smaller fields immediately around the
historic village.
Hedgerows are in mixed condition with some low flailed and gappy or lost leaving areas of open, featureless, arable
land.
Hedgerow trees are prominent in the level landscape; many of them mature, including remnant trees within fields.
Scattered woods give variety to the distant views, and include some ancient woodland of high biodiversity interest.
A network of small rural roads and lanes cross the area and the presence of the Great Barford Bypass (A421) are felt
locally in new features associated with the trunk road.
Historic earthwork sites such as Birchfield Farm Moat.
Consistent network of footpaths, bridleways and green lanes.
Views are generally distant over the subtly undulating open farmland.
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2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•
•
•

The network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees which still survive in parts of the area and are vulnerable to further loss
through lack of consistent maintenance and succession planning.
The field trees (remnants of former field boundaries) which may be lost to over- maturity and lack of appropriate
management.
All Saints Church with its 15th century tower forming landmark and creating a sense of place.
The distinctive pattern of dispersed settlement and associated small irregular fields, often with earthworks of moated
sites and shrunken settlements.
High level of recreational access via rights of way network and quiet rural lanes.
Areas of ecological value including ancient woodlands and unimproved grassland which require sustained
management.

3. Visual sensitivities
There is the sense of openness and wide views across the gently rising slopes linking with the adjacent Clay Farmland and
Clay Vales landscape types which give variety by the subtly changing landform and the scattered woodlands which would
be sensitive to inappropriate development. The landscape would be sensitive to change from the expansion of the village
with small scale development at its edges and also from small scale infill development.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve, enhance and restore the woodlands through effective long term management and replanting to retain their
character and ecological value.
Promote traditional woodland management techniques such as coppicing, to enhance ground flora diversity.
Enhance the hedgerows consistent management and resist development that will result in further loss/ fragmentation of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Encourage the growth of new hedgerow trees to maintain landscape and structure
connectivity.
Conserve field trees through management of surrounding arable land by for example avoiding ploughing over tree root
zones and consider opportunities for planting new field trees.
Conserve the existing neutral unimproved grassland sites and take opportunities to extend these and create new
species rich hay meadows.
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•
•

Conserve the character of secondary roads, limiting urbanising influences e.g. kerbing and widening and ensure that
traffic management measures are sympathetic to those sections of the area with a rural character.
Conserve tree-lined brooks and associated riparian features.

5. Development Guidelines
•
•
•

Conserve the views to the stone churches, e.g. All Saints Church.
Avoid linear development along roads merging settlements.
Preserve the openness and long views across the gently rising slopes linking with the adjacent 4A Great Ouse Clay
Valley landscape type.

Clay Valleys: 4A Great Ouse Clay Valley
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•

A shallow fairly wide valley of the River Great Ouse founded on Oxford Clay and Alluvium with deposits of Valley
Gravel and small sections of Glacial Gravel.
Large scale open water bodies, multiple channels and tributary streams are scattered across the floodplain. The course
of the river is marked by riverside vegetation including mature willows. Shelterbelts and distinctive clusters of woodland
create a semi-enclosed landscape.
Mixed land use of arable on the shallow slopes of the valley with pasture, quarrying and recreational uses along the
valley floor.
Large and medium-scale geometric fields are bounded by hedgerows in mixed condition with some hedgerow trees.
Building materials are varied with the local stone church (All Saints) and the Great Barford bridge, red brick dwellings,
black painted clapboard barns, clay tile and thatch roofs along with more recent industrial buildings
An urban fringe character results from the aural and visual presence of major road corridors of the A1 and A421.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•

There is a strong rural character over much of the settlement with minor roads and the bridge over the River Great
Ouse.
18

•
•
•
•
•

Open water bodies and associated wetland habitats providing a recreational resource and biodiversity interest, and
which would be sensitive to changes in management.
Distinctive features such as hedgerows, hedgerow trees and water meadows which are also sensitive to changes in
management.
With few historic features surviving in the predominantly arable landscape, the pockets of parkland and surviving areas
of meadow are particularly significant.
River Great Ouse and fringing vegetation including pollard willows which contribute to sense of place and nature
conservation.
Historic village core with strong links to the riverine landscape setting through the bridge, riverside pastures and
common land.

3. Visual sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by views to All Saints Church with its 15th century tower and the early
15th century Grade l listed and scheduled monument Great Barford Bridge (see photos below). Close by there are tranquil
views across open water bodies and along the river corridors enclosed by woodlands. The openness and long views
across the gently rising slopes linking with the adjacent 1E Renhold Clay Farmland, to the north and north-west of the
village, and 5E East Marston Clay Vale landscape types. The level topography means that tall structures and large scale
buildings are highly visible – seek to avoid adverse impacts on the character of the river corridor.

Distinctive historic bridge and All Saints Church tower at Great Barford
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Great Barford historic bridge and church tower

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Enhance and restore hedgerows by replanting and consistent management and limit development that will result in
further loss/fragmentation of hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Encourage management of arable field margins for
biodiversity interest.
Ensure active management of the pollarded willows and plan for succession planting.
Ensure that leisure facilities are designed to retain and enhance the rural character and biodiversity interest of the river
and wetlands.
Take opportunities to plant new woodlands (in particular wet woodlands) that will screen major road corridors or large
scale development.
20

5. Development Guidelines
See section 5 under ‘Clay Farmland: 1E Renhold Clay Farmland’ above.
•
•
•
•
•

Retain the separation of individual villages - avoid linear development along roads merging settlements.
Preserve an open setting of the distinctive medieval Great Barford Bridge and All Saints church tower.
Consider visual impact of development in terms of massing, rooflines, scale, materials and visual appearance.
Conserve the rural setting of the settlement and enhance the settlement edge for example by appropriately designed
woodland planting to foil large-scale development.
Explore options for improving recreational opportunities and public access to the river. Monitor the associated
development of facilities e.g. visitor centres and car parking that might impact upon the surviving sections of rural,
tranquil character in the immediate river corridor.
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Sharnbrook – (see Figure 4 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 2: Wooded Wolds

2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds

Type 3: Limestone Valleys

3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley

The village falls predominately within the 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley landscape character area as set out in the
table above. Character area 2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds wraps around the village to the north and also incorporates part of
the southwestern part of the village. The village is located 9 miles north of Bedford, just off the A6 and to the north of the
River Great Ouse where it meets the brook that gives the village its name.
Wooded Wolds: 2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

An elevated plateau founded on solid geology of Oolitic Limestone with drift geology of Boulder Clay and some Glacial
Gravel.
Rolling, gently sloping landform cut by tributaries of the River Great Ouse forming subtle valleys.
Small to medium scale landscape with an enclosed, peaceful character. Enclosure consists of thick hedgerows with
frequent hedgerow trees of oak and sycamore.
A land use characterised predominantly by arable farming with some pasture.
Significant woodland cover, including several ancient woodland sites.
Historic earthwork such as the scheduled manorial earthworks at Castle Close.
Network of footpaths and bridleways with The Three Shires Way forming an important recreational route crossing the
landscape.
Gaps in tree cover provide commanding views across the adjacent 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley and the
rising ground of the area forms a rural context for the valley.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
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•
•
•
•
•
•

The strong network of hedgerows (although occasionally gappy) which are vulnerable to loss through lack of consistent
maintenance.
The strong network of rural roads and green lanes with associated neutral grasslands that is vulnerable to damage by
increased traffic and resurfacing operations.
Well preserved manorial earthwork.
The pattern of nucleated, limestone villages which is susceptible to infill development.
Good survival of ancient woodland and some areas of assart fields, along the boulder clay ridge, and generally good
survival of historic field boundaries, all of which would be vulnerable to changes in management.
The tranquil, rural nature of the landscape that is vulnerable to village expansion and increased use of the network of
rural roads.

3. Visual sensitivities
Sensitive to development are the occasional views across the River Great Ouse Valley, e.g. from south-facing slopes west of
Sharnbrook. Also there is a sense of enclosure provided by the combined undulating landform and hedgerow network. Views
to the largely undeveloped occasionally wooded ridges of the Hinwick Wolds from the adjacent 3A Harrold Great Ouse
Limestone Valley are sensitive to change.

Occasional views across the valley of River Great Ouse,
with Thurleigh business Park in the distance
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4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Encourage the planting or regeneration of new broad-leaved woodland, in particular adjacent to and linking existing
ancient woodland in the area and reflecting the historic pattern of woodland in the area.
Conserve and enhance historic field boundaries, replanting hedgerow and hedgerow trees where necessary.
Manage and restore woodland, particularly ancient semi-natural woodland to conserve and enhance its biodiversity
interest.
Ensure the areas of grassland of high biodiversity value are conserved through appropriate management for instance
grazing and /or hay cutting, and scrub control.
Conserve the historic earthwork sites and their setting.
Conserve the character of rural roads with their wide grass verges and limit urbanising influences - widening/ kerbing
and ensure that traffic management measures are sympathetic to the rural character.
Ensure that horse related development is sympathetic to the character of the area in materials and scale and respects
the historic field pattern around the settlement.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•

Retain the historic character of the limestone village - encouraging any new development to be sensitive in its design
by, for instance, incorporating existing character details in the style of buildings and materials.
Avoid linear development along roads.
Avoid large scale vertical features disrupting views e.g. across the River Great Ouse Valley, the occasional views to the
wooded ridges.
Conserve the largely unsettled slopes above the Great Ouse Valley that form a rural backdrop to this lower lying, more
settled landscape.

Limestone Valleys: 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Moderately wide shallow valley founded on Oolitic Limestone, with Alluvium along the course of the river and Valley
Gravel on the level valley floor.
The River Great Ouse gentle meanders from west to east through the valley lined in places by poplar and willow.
Predominantly arable farmland plus pasture grazed by sheep and cattle.
Medium scale geometric fields are enclosed by hedges with some hedgerow trees (see photo below).
Restored gravel and limestone extraction sites form a series of lakes which are important recreational and ecological
resources, as well as important components of the strategic GI network
The River Great Ouse is of significant ecological interest and represents one of the most natural sections of river
remaining in the county.
The sloping valley sides provide a sense of enclosure and a rural backdrop to the area.
Settlements located at the edges of the valleys above the floodplain vary from small scale limestone hamlets and
villages to larger villages with a variety of building materials and considerable modern development.
The tall spires of stone built churches form distinctive landmarks in views across the valley.
Rural roads travel across the floodplain, carried over the river by stone bridges, some with distinctive raised pedestrian
walkways.
The Ouse Valley Way long distance route crosses the landscape.
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Lakes and geometric fields in the south of the character area

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•
•
•

The nucleated, limestone village with a historic core.
The naturalistic vegetated banks of the River Great Ouse which is sensitive to lack of management or changes
associated with intensive leisure uses.
Meadow land and riverside pastures on the valley floor which are an indication of historic land use and important
landscape and biodiversity resource.
Significant sites and structures which contribute to landscape character e.g. the stone bridges, churches.
The minor roads and bridges over the Great Ouse which reinforce the rural character of the area.
Open water bodies and associated wetland habitats providing a recreational resource and biodiversity interest.
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3. Visual sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by some notable features including views to the 13 -15th century
grade l listed Church of St Peter, with a prominent tower and 15th century spire (see photo below). There are also
occasional views across the valley of the River Great Ouse including views of the 13th century grade l listed Church of St
Mary at Felmersham.

Church of St Peter

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Conserve and enhance the distinctive floodplain landscape and habitats with areas of marshland, wet
meadow/riverside pasture and features such as mature willows, to enhance connectivity and contribution to the green
infrastructure network.
Conserve the natural river course of the River Great Ouse and associated wetland biodiversity.
Conserve enclosure boundaries, the hedgerow and hedgerow trees, enhancing the network of hedgerows and
hedgerow trees where these has become degraded or lost.
Safeguard the landscape settings of the historic bridges and other monuments.
27

•

Conserve the rural character of the network of minor roads, discourage the introduction of suburban style materials e.g.
kerbs and extensive lighting.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve views to church towers and spires.
Conserve and protect the form and setting of the limestone bridges crossing the River Great Ouse.
Conserve the nucleated stone built village and avoid linear extension along roads which may threaten the individual
identity of the village.
Improve settlement edges where these form an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside – planting of
floodplain woodland is a key opportunity.
Enhance access including physical links to the Ouse Valley Way.
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Shortstown – (see Figure 5 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 5: Clay Vales

5E East Marston Clay Vale

The village of Shortstown, falls within the above landscape character area. The village lays on the slope leading to the flood
plain of the River Great Ouse. Shortstown is well known for its listed airship sheds which are approximately 130 feet above
sea-level and the Shorts Building (former RAF Administration Block) higher at nearly 140 feet (see photos below) which is
widely visible across the skyline.
Clay Vales: 5E East Marston Clay Vale
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A large-scale, flat, open vale landscape underlain by Oxford Clay. Included as part of the Forest of Marston Vale.
Tributaries of the River Great Ouse, including the Elstow Brook, cross the landscape in deep drainage channels.
Expansive views across the vale to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge that forms a prominent backdrop to the Vale
and which provides some sense of containment.
Woodland is sparse across the character area, the most significant being relatively recent planting at Cotton End.
Coniferous shelterbelt plantings act as unsympathetic visual buffers to large industrial features e.g. the Cardington
airship sheds at Shortstown and on the edges of settlement. The Cardington airship sheds are a prominent landmark
heritage feature and widely visible across the vale.
The A6, A600, A603, A421 and various secondary roads cut through the landscape, having a strong visual and audible
presence.
The urban edge of Bedford on the northern boundary brings urban fringe characteristics to the landscape.
Post-war and more recent development has occurred within and on the edge of the settlement and road corridors,
resulting in a range of building styles and materials.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Remaining areas that create an open setting to the southern edge of Bedford.
Historic field patterns with good survival of parliamentary enclosure landscape. Old enclosures on the lower slopes
below the 6B Mid Greensand Ridge to the south preserve evidence of the medieval open field pattern.
Clear views to and setting for the prominent 6B Mid Greensand Ridge and the contrast of the flat vale with this ridge
landform and associated texture/vegetation/pattern.
The Garden City influence at Shortstown.
The Cardington Airship sheds on the edge of Shortstown, which are listed and a highly visible landmark feature,
change the perception of landscape scale in this area.
John Bunyan Trail connecting Bedford and the vale to the 6B Mid Greensand Ridge.

3. Visual sensitivities
The Grade ll* listed Cardington airship sheds on the edge of Shortstown are highly visible landmark features as is the
Shorts Building (former RAF Administration Block) with its rich history dating back from the 1930s. Also evident is the flat,
open landscape with the potential for any large scale development to be highly visible. Clear views to 6B Mid Greensand
Ridge, from across the area.

Cardington airship sheds

Shorts Building in Shortstown.
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4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Renew field boundaries where these are gappy and apply a consistent management strategy to enhance the field and
land cover pattern.
Continue to create areas of woodland in the landscape to enhance the ecological and recreational resource.
Small scale planting around villages, particularly areas of new development, and around individual farm buildings is a
key opportunity and will help integrate these features into the landscape.
Conserve the historic field pattern - intact areas of parliamentary enclosure and old enclosure fields below the 6B Mid
Greensand Ridge to the south.
Conserve the areas of existing woodland and apply an appropriate woodland management strategy to enhance their
ecological value.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•

•
•

Conserve the landscape setting of the Cardington airship sheds, maintaining an open setting.
Conserve the dispersed pattern of villages - preventing linear expansion and the merger of villages.
Conserve the unique, historic character of the ‘garden city’ vernacular of Shortstown.
Improve settlement edges where these form an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside - small scale
woodland planting is a key opportunity but should not obscure views to the 6B Mid Greensand Ridge, rather it should
form part of a connected network which complements and responds to topography and landscape structure of the
ridge.
Consider further opportunities for landscape enhancement along the rail and road corridors e.g. through planting of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees where appropriate, and to better integrate raw and exposed edges.
Conserve locally distinctive influences such as the palette of bricks used in buildings.
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Wilstead – (see Figure 6 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 5: Clay Vales

5E East Marston Clay Vale

Wilstead falls within the above landscape character area. The village is within the Forest of Marston Vale and extends out
into the immediate countryside by the means of various lanes that run at right angles from the main routes through the village.
Building types within the village include traditional farms, older houses (including thatched cottages and several listed
buildings) and more modern, estate-type housing.
Clay Vales: 5E East Marston Clay Vale
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A large-scale, flat, open vale landscape underlain by Oxford Clay. Included as part of the Forest of Marston Vale.
Tributaries of the River Great Ouse, including the Elstow Brook, cross the landscape in deep drainage channels.
Expansive views across the vale to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge that forms a prominent backdrop to the Vale
and which provides some sense of containment.
A regular parliamentary enclosure landscape - variable field and roadside boundaries characterised by short flailed,
gappy hedges, with some large open fields where boundaries have been removed.
Woodland is sparse across the character area, the most significant being relatively recent planting at Cotton End.
The A6, A600, A603, A421 and various secondary roads cut through the landscape, having a strong visual and audible
presence.
The urban edge of Bedford on the northern boundary brings urban fringe characteristics to the landscape.
Post-war and more recent development has occurred within and on the edge of the settlement and road corridors,
resulting in a range of building styles and materials.
Small bridges and walkways provide access to village properties and farm entrances over deep tributary drainage
channels.
Individual farmsteads and associated agricultural buildings occur throughout the landscape located along road
corridors.
32

•

The recreational route of the John Bunyan Trail cuts north-south through the landscape linking the urban edge of
Bedford with the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•

Historic field patterns with good survival of parliamentary enclosure landscape. Old enclosures on the lower slopes
below the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge to the south preserve evidence of the medieval open field pattern.
Clear views to and setting for the prominent Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge and the contrast of the flat vale with this
ridge landform and associated texture/vegetation/pattern.
Low density, dispersed settlement evoking a strong rural character.
John Bunyan Trail connecting Bedford and the vale to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge.

3. Visual sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by views to the 14th century All Saints Church (see photo below),
close to the crossroads in the middle of the village. The flat, open landscape is has the potential for any large-scale
development to be highly visible. Clear views to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge from across the area.

Wilstead All Saints Church
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4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Renew field boundaries where these are gappy and apply a consistent management strategy to enhance the field and
land cover pattern.
Continue to create areas of woodland in the landscape to enhance the ecological and recreational resource.
Small scale planting around villages, particularly areas of new development, and around individual farm buildings is a
key opportunity and will help integrate these features into the landscape.
Conserve the historic field pattern - intact areas of parliamentary enclosure and old enclosure fields below the Wooded
6B Mid Greensand Ridge to the south.
Conserve the areas of existing woodland and apply an appropriate woodland management strategy to enhance their
ecological value.
Conserve the recreational links provided by the John Bunyan Trail which cuts north-south through the landscape linking
the urban edge of Bedford with the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge.
Preserve the views to and setting for the prominent Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge and the contrast of the flat vale
with this ridge landform and associated texture/vegetation/pattern.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•

•
•
•

Conserve the dispersed pattern of settlements - preventing linear expansion and the merger of villages.
Prevent further urbanisation of the rural roads and ensure that traffic management measures are sympathetic to the
rural character.
Improve settlement edges where these form an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside - small scale
woodland planting is a key opportunity but should not obscure views to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge, rather it
should form part of a connected network which complements and responds to topography and landscape structure of
the ridge.
Consider further opportunities for landscape enhancement along the rail and road corridors e.g. through planting of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees where appropriate, and to better integrate raw and exposed edges.
Conserve locally distinctive influences such as the palette of bricks used in buildings.
Preserve views to the open setting of the 14th century All Saints Church.
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Wixams – (see Figure 7 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 5: Clay Vales

5D North Marston Clay Vale

Type 5: Clay Vales

5E East Marston Clay Vale

The eastern half of Wixams falls within the 5E East Marston Clay Vale landscape character area, and the western half is
within the 5D North Marston Clay Vale character area. The village is located just south of Bedford adjacent to the A6 road.
Clay Vales: 5D North Marston Clay Vale
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•

A large scale, open vale, defined by Oxford Clay geology, located between the elevated landscapes of the Wooded 6B
Mid Greensand Ridge and the 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland that provide a sense of containment.
A large scale landscape with a mix of agricultural and industrial use including former brick works and open cast clay
pits, landfill, distribution centres and industrial estates, and major transport corridors including the A421 and A6.
Open character with expansive views across the vale to the prominent landscapes of the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand
Ridge and the 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland within Central Bedfordshire.
Bedford, on the northern boundary, brings strong urban fringe characteristics to the landscape - large scale industrial
estates/retail parks south of Kempston typifying views to the town.
A number of busy transport routes cut north south through the landscape - including the A421, the A6 and the main
railway lines running from Bedford to London and Milton Keynes. Lines of pylons cut across the landscape and are
highly visible - extending from the Mid Greensand Ridge.
Distant views of the remaining chimney stacks at Stewartby are landmark features on the horizon in views to the west.

•
•
•
•
•

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•

The flat, open character, which can be disrupted by inappropriate bunding, earth mounding, tree screening or creation
of domed landforms on landfill sites which appear as incongruous features within the vale context.
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•

The extensive lakes that are associated with the restoration of former brick pits that have developed considerable
ecological interest and require long term management to conserve and enhance their value.

3. Visual sensitivities
There are extensive views, particularly to the north across the tree-fringed lakes of Elstow Pit County Wildlife Site (CWS),
and any development/significant change within the vale is therefore likely to be visible and prominent, such as further manmade domed features. Views to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge should be maintained, and development which
obstructs these views should be avoided, such as the introduction of hard vertical boundary treatments.

View to the north-east of Wixams
(from The Causeway / Bedford Road
roundabout)

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•

Renew field boundaries where these are gappy and apply a consistent management strategy to enhance the field and
land cover pattern.
Explore opportunities for establishment of small farm woods - copses and spinneys - as well as more diverse
grassland in order to improve the visual environment and nature conservation value.
Continue to explore opportunities for woodland planting (with public access) at the edge of settlements - this would
help to soften harsh, unsympathetic edges as well provide a valuable recreational resource.
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•

Discourage the planting of coniferous shelterbelt planting that does not respond well to the character of the vale,
encouraging instead the planting and management of broadleaved shelterbelts, where screening is required.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Conserve the open character of the vale and the important views to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge.
Further development to the south of Bedford should create a high quality urban edge and ‘gateway’ to the town.
Consider further opportunities for landscape enhancement along the rail and road corridors e.g. through planting of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees where appropriate.
Retain the separate identity of surviving dispersed settlements and ‘Ends’ of historic origin, restricting further
coalescence with villages.
Ensure an appropriate rural interface between settlement edges and the adjoining rural landscape. This is particularly
important where settlement edge expansion is proposed. Retention of agricultural hedgerows, appropriate new tree
screening and careful design of boundaries and lighting will help create a sympathetic rural/urban edge. These
principles are equally applicable to the enhancement of existing edges as part of development.
Ensure that the ongoing process of woodland planting is effective in reducing visual impact of the transport corridors
such as the A421.
Avoid creation of bunding or land rising in an attempt to conceal development or restore disused pits. Such features
are inappropriate in the context of this flat, open landscape. Seek instead to use appropriately designed and ‘graded’
wet woodland/coppice, which could also contribute to wider green infrastructure connectivity objectives.

Clay Vales: 5E East Marston Clay Vale
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•

A large-scale, flat, open vale landscape underlain by Oxford Clay. Included as part of the Forest of Marston Vale.
Tributaries of the River Great Ouse, including the Elstow Brook, cross the landscape in deep drainage channels.
Expansive views across the vale to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge that forms a prominent backdrop to the Vale
and which provides some sense of containment.
Woodland is sparse across the character area.
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•
•
•

The A6, A600, A603, A421 and various secondary roads cut through the landscape, having a strong visual and audible
presence.
The urban edge of Bedford on the northern boundary brings urban fringe characteristics to the landscape.
Post-war and more recent development has occurred within and on the edge of the settlement and road corridors,
resulting in a range of building styles and materials.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•

Remaining areas that create an open setting to the southern edge of Bedford.
Clear views to and setting for the prominent Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge and the contrast of the flat vale with this
ridge landform and associated texture/vegetation/pattern.

3. Visual sensitivities
The flat and open landscape, particularly to the west, could provide the potential for large scale development to occur which
would be highly visible. Developments such as wind turbines, earth bunds or large warehouses would be highly intrusive.
The clear views to the south of the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge would be susceptible to harm from inappropriately
located large structures and buildings.

Looking south over Causeway Lake, Wixams
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4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•

Renew / create landscape features.
Continue to create areas of woodland in the landscape to enhance the ecological and recreational resource.
Small scale planting, particularly around areas of new development, is a key opportunity and will help integrate these
features into the landscape.

5. Development guidelines
•
•

•
•
•

Conserve the dispersed pattern of settlements - preventing linear expansion and the merger of villages e.g. Wixams
with Wilstead.
Improve settlement edges where these form an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside - small scale
woodland planting is a key opportunity but should not obscure views to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge, rather it
should form part of a connected network which complements and responds to topography and landscape structure of
the ridge.
Consider further opportunities for landscape enhancement along the rail and road corridors e.g. through planting of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees where appropriate, and to better integrate raw and exposed edges.
Conserve locally distinctive influences such as the palette of bricks used in buildings.
Development on the southern edge of Bedford should seek to create a high quality urban edge and ‘gateway’ to the
town.

39

Figure 7Wixams
Landscape
Sensitivity Study
Bedford Borough
Boundary

1
A42

Scheduled monument
Prominent road

o
Elst

Footpath & bridleway

WS
it C
P
w

Ancient woodland
Lakes

1

Contour line
Rising slope direction

G

5E

Church

Landscape Character
Area
5D: North Marston
Clay Vale

5E: East Marston Clay
Vale

5D

6B: Mid Greensand
Ridge
Bedford/Kempston

Elstow Pit CWS (1)

0

0.5 Km

±

© Crown copyright and database rights
2016 Ordnance Survey 100049028.

A6

Key Visual Features

and

s
reen
G
d
ode Ridge
Wo

6B

8

Wootton – (see Figure 8 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 1: Clay Farmland

1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland

Type 5: Clay Vales

5D North Marston Clay Vale

Wootton falls within the 5D North Marston Clay Vale landscape character area. The 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland
character area frames the village and it’s ‘Ends’ to the west. Located south-west of Bedford town the village is open in
character with generally long views across arable fields and set aside, interspersed with existing hedgerows and hedgerow
trees. As a result, features in the landscape are prominent.
Clay Farmland: 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•

A medium – large scale plateau landscape with an open and exposed character with long distinct views and strong
skylines.
Gently rolling landforms predominantly underlain by Oxford Clay, levelling out to areas of flat plateaux.
A number of ancient semi-natural woodlands have been retained located predominantly along the eastern boundary, on
slopes falling towards the north Marston Vale.
Small spinneys are frequently dispersed across the arable landscape but are of insufficient extent to produce a sense
of enclosure.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•

Landscape pattern provided by the remaining hedgerows and mature hedgerow trees despite their poor condition. This
pattern is vulnerable to erosion from further loss of hedgerows and hedgerow trees and lack of management.
Areas of surviving small irregular fields are vulnerable to further loss due to agricultural reorganisation.
Small scale rural lanes plus large areas only accessible via rights of way.
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•

Strong rural character over much of the area, which is vulnerable to urban influence, for instance the visible and audible
impact of roads and large scale development.

3. Visual sensitivities
Local skylines created by subtle changes in topography are vulnerable to cluttering from potential vertical development and
notably future demand for wind turbine development (e.g. views to potential turbines on skylines). Visually sensitive are
the long ranging views to wooded horizons of the 6B Mid Greensand Ridge and across lower lying rural landscape of the
5D North Marston Clay Vale.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Potential for woodland creation - expanding and linking the existing woodland resource through woodland and
hedgerow planting. Appropriate species are likely to include field maple, and hazel. Ensure mid-long range views
across the landscape are retained and that the historic grain of the landscape is respected.
Bring existing ancient woodlands under appropriate management regimes where possible e.g. reintroduce coppice
management if appropriate.
Maintain and enhance surviving historic boundaries, and enhance the condition and structure of hedgerow boundaries
by focussing hedgerow restoration between remaining sections so as to strengthen the landscape pattern – this is a
key requirement alongside field boundaries and roads.
Conserve the ancient woodland blocks and spinneys, e.g. Wootton Wood, and apply an appropriate management
strategy to enhance ecological interest. Consider opportunities for linking small areas of isolated woodland by new
planting and hedgerow restoration.
Consider opportunities for woodland planting along existing and proposed road corridors including the A421 and A428.
This would help integrate the agricultural land and urban infrastructure.
Conserve the character of the rural roads and limit urbanising influences – widening/kerbing and ensure that traffic
management measures are sympathetic to the rural character.
Retain views from elevated areas to the lower lying 5D North Marston Clay Vale and to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand
Ridge and conserve views to undeveloped horizons.

5. Development Guidelines
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•
•
•
•
•

Conserve the largely rural, undeveloped character of the area.
Conserve the individual village identity and dispersed, open/loose settlement character and respect the open views
towards church spires.
Monitor the introduction of large scale industrial style agricultural buildings into the landscape and seek to limit
inappropriate screening by dense coniferous shelterbelts.
Consider the effects of large scale vertical features on skylines and key views.
Conserve and enhance the character of the rural roads and lanes. Many rural roads within this area are already used
as ‘rat runs’ to provide access between the arterial routes of the A421, A422 and A428.

Clay Vales: 5D North Marston Clay Vale
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A large scale, open vale, defined by Oxford Clay geology, located between the elevated landscapes of the Wooded 6B
Mid Greensand Ridge and the 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland that provide a sense of containment.
A large scale landscape with a mix of agricultural and industrial use including former brick works and open cast clay
pits, landfill, distribution centres and industrial estates, and major transport corridors including the A421 and Western
Bypass (A428).
Areas of ancient woodland e.g. Wootton Wood, form the heart of The Forest of Marston Vale. Recent planting of
community woodlands has taken place within the Forest of Marston Vale as part of Bedford’s Green Gateway.
Open character with expansive views across the vale to the prominent landscapes of the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand
Ridge and the 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland.
Bedford, on the northern boundary, brings strong urban fringe characteristics to the landscape - large scale industrial
estates/retail parks south of Kempston typifying views to the town.
Distant views of the remaining chimney stacks at Stewartby are landmark features on the horizon in views to the south.
A number of restored landfill sites (creating domed landforms) and sewage treatment works occur within the area and
are frequently bounded by harsh, industrial boundary fencing.
Numerous public rights of way cut through the landscape and provide connections to the recreational routes on the
adjacent landscapes - the John Bunyan Trail and the Marston Vale Trail.

42

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•

The flat, open character, which can be disrupted by inappropriate bunding, earth mounding, tree screening or creation
of domed landforms on landfill sites which appear as incongruous features within the vale context.
Public rights of way providing connections to recreational routes in adjacent areas and links to the urban area – need to
conserve and enhance this green infrastructure.
Surviving area of mature woodland including ancient woodland e.g. Wootton Wood, which are potentially vulnerable to
fragmentation.
Areas of farmland with an intact character such as around Kempston Hardwick (to the east) which retains strong field
patterns and numerous hedgerow trees.

3. Visual sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by views to the 14th century grade l listed Church of St Mary the
Virgin (see photo below). Extensive views - any development / significant change within the vale is therefore likely to be
visible and prominent. There is some local containment provided by embankments and tree cover.

Church of St Mary the Virgin (south view)

4. Landscape management guidelines
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Apply a consistent approach to landscape restoration that responds and enhances the objectives of the Forest of
Marston Vale Plan and key Green Infrastructure projects.
Continue to create new areas of woodland under the Forest of Marston Vale Programme whilst ensuring the open
character of the vale is not completely compromised and key views to the elevated landforms are conserved.
Continue to improve public rights of way access into, and connectivity across, the vale e.g. from the edge of Bedford (at
Kempston) to Marston Vale Millennium Country Park.
Renew field boundaries where these are gappy and apply a consistent management strategy to enhance the field and
land cover pattern.
Conserve the ecological integrity of the surviving areas of ancient woodland e.g. Wootton Wood.
Continue to explore opportunities for woodland planting (with public access) at the edge of settlements - this would help
to soften harsh, unsympathetic edges as well provide a valuable recreational resource.
Discourage the planting of coniferous shelterbelt planting that does not respond well to the character of the vale,
encouraging instead the planting and management of broadleaved shelterbelts, where screening is required.

5. Development Guidelines
•
•
•
•

•

Conserve the open character of the vale and the important views to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge and the 1A
Cranfield and Stagsden Clay Farmland.
Consider further opportunities for landscape enhancement along the rail and road corridors e.g. through planting of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees where appropriate.
Retain the separate identity of surviving dispersed settlements and ‘Ends’ of historic origin, restricting further
coalescence with villages such as at Wootton.
Ensure an appropriate rural interface between settlement edges and the adjoining rural landscape. This is particularly
important where settlement edge expansion is proposed. Retention of agricultural hedgerows, appropriate new tree
screening and careful design of boundaries and lighting will help create a sympathetic rural/urban edge. These
principles are equally applicable to the enhancement of existing edges as part of development.
Ensure that the ongoing process of woodland planting is effective in reducing visual impact of the transport corridors
such as the A421.
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Carlton – (see Figure 9 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 2: Wooded Wolds

2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds

Type 3: Limestone Valleys

3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley

The village is predominately located within the eastern fringe of the 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley landscape
character area. The eastern most parts of the village lie within the 2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds landscape character area
which borders the village to the east and loops around to the north and south. To the west of the village, the River Great
Ouse gently meanders from north to south where the intervening land lays low and level.
Wooded Wolds: 2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•

Sloping landform from south-east to north-west towards the village, founded on Oolitic Limestone with drift deposits of
Boulder Clay.
Forms an intermediary landscape linking the flat floodplain of the River Great Ouse to the high ground of the Cranfield
to Stagsden Clay Farmland.
Small to medium scale landscape with an enclosed, peaceful character.
Medium scale geometric fields are enclosed by dense hedgerows while limestone walls form the boundaries of gardens
and historic estates.
Gaps in tree cover provide wide views across the adjacent Limestone Valley landscape type, and the wolds form a rural
backdrop to the lower ground of the valley.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•

The strong network of hedgerows (although occasionally gappy) which are vulnerable to through lack of consistent
maintenance.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

The strong network of rural roads, with associated neutral grasslands, that are vulnerable to damage by increased
traffic and resurfacing techniques.
Limestone village that is susceptible to infill development and spread along roads
Irregular field patterns deriving from extensive early enclosure.
Scheduled monuments at Chellington deserted medieval village and Carlton Hall moated enclosure, with a close
relationship to their landscape context.
The tranquil, rural natural of the landscape that is vulnerable to village expansion and increased use of the network of
rural roads.
Views to church spires.

3. Visual sensitivities
Occasional views across the River Great Ouse Valley. There is a sense of enclosure provided by the undulating landform
and hedgerow network. Views to the largely undeveloped occasionally wooded ridges of the Pavenham Wolds from the
adjacent 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley are sensitive to change. Other notable visual sensitivities include views
to the spires of the grade I listed Diocesan Youth Centre, St Nicholas Church located north-east of the village and off
Felmersham Road; and grade I listed Church of St Mary located south of Carlton on the Turvey Road.

Church of St Mary on the Turvey
Road south of Carlton

View northwards to St Nicholas Church, with River Great Ouse valley beyond

4. Landscape management guidelines
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•
•
•
•
•

Conserve and enhance the historic field patterns.
Enhance the hedgerow network, replanting hedgerow and hedgerow trees where necessary.
Ensure all ancient semi-natural woodland in the area receives appropriate management to conserve and enhance its
biodiversity interest.
Safeguard the surviving fields of ridge and furrow, and the setting of the ancient monuments (Chellington deserted
medieval village, Carlton Hall moated enclosure).
Seek to create enhanced landscape connectivity with meadows and wetlands.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•

Conserve the views to the spires/towers of Diocesan Youth Centre, St Nicholas Church off Felmersham Road; Parish
Church of St Mary on the Turvey Road.
Preserve an open setting of views to the medieval Harrold Bridge and Causeway.
Consider visual impact of enabling development in terms of massing, rooflines, scale, materials and visual appearance.
Conserve the largely unsettled slopes above the Great Ouse Valley that form a rural backdrop to this lower lying, more
settled landscape.

Limestone Valleys: 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•

Moderately wide shallow valley founded on Oolitic Limestone, with Alluvium along the course of the river and Valley
Gravel on the level valley floor.
The River Great Ouse gently meanders from west to east through the valley lined in places by poplar and willow.
Restored gravel and limestone extraction sites form a series of lakes which are important recreational and ecological
recourses, as well as important components of the strategic GI network, e.g. Harrold-Odell Country Park.
The River Great Ouse is of significant ecological interest and represents one of the most natural sections of river
remaining in the county.
Village located at the edge of the valley above the floodplain with a variety of building materials and considerable
modern development.
The tall spires of stone built churches form distinctive landmarks in views across the valley, both within the character
area and in the wider valley just beyond the Borough boundary.
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•

Rural roads travel across the floodplain, carried over the river by stone bridges, some with distinctive raised pedestrian
walkways.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nucleated, limestone villages with historic cores.
The naturalistic vegetated banks of the River Great Ouse which is sensitive to lack of management or changes
associated with intensive leisure areas.
Meadow land and riverside pastures on the valley floor which are an indication of historic land use and important
landscape and biodiversity resource.
Significant sites and structures which contribute to landscape character: the stone bridges, Harrold fishponds and listed
churches.
Minor roads and bridges over the Great Ouse which reinforce the rural character of the area.
Open water bodies and associated wetland habitats providing a recreational resource and biodiversity interest.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include views to the spire of the grade I listed Church of St Peter located in
Harrold and the open views across the floodplain to the 12th century medieval grade II* listed multi-span Harrold Bridge
and Causeway which spans the River Great Ouse. Other notable visual sensitivities include; views to the wooded
backdrop of the Wooded Wolds, and the tranquil, rural views across the lakes enclosed by woodland for instance at
Harrold-Odell Country Park.
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Church of St Peter - spire at Harrold provides a local landmark in views from Carlton / Chellington

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve and enhance the distinctive floodplain landscape and habitats with areas of marshland, wet
meadow/riverside pasture and features such as mature willows, to enhance connectivity and contribution to the green
infrastructure network.
Conserve the natural river course of the Great Ouse and associated wetland biodiversity.
Conserve enclosure boundaries, the hedgerow and hedgerow trees, enhancing the network of hedgerows and
hedgerow trees where these have become degraded or lost.
Safeguard the landscape settings of the historic Harrold Bridge and monuments of Chellington deserted medieval
village.
Conserve the rural character of the network of minor roads, discourage the introduction of suburban style materials e.g.
kerbs and extensive lighting.
Ensure that new infrastructure for leisure use such as paths, signage and seating is sympathetic in character to the
rural setting of the river valley.
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•

Enhance new and recently disused gravel workings to provide a source of new wetland habitats such as marshland,
wet meadow and wet woodland as well as open water bodies to strengthen the rural riverside landscape character.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve the views to spire of Church of St Peter, Harrold.
Preserve an open setting of views to the medieval Harrold Bridge and Causeway.
Seek to ensure that any tourism infrastructure associated with Harrold-Odell Country Park respects the open and
expansive character (recessive materials colour palette, low rooflines etc.).
Conserve the nucleated stone built village and avoid linear extension along roads which may threaten the individual
identity of the village.
Improve village edges where these form an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside – planting of
floodplain woodland is a key opportunity.
Maintain landscape buffers around areas of existing areas of open space including the Harrold-Odell Country Park.
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10 Harrold – (see Figure 10 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 2: Wooded Wolds

2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds

Type 3: Limestone Valleys

3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley

The village is predominately located within the western fringe of the 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley landscape
character area. Flanking, and partially including, the village to the north is the 2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds landscape
character area. To the south of the village, the River Great Ouse gently meanders from north to south. Two large open water
bodies flank the village; one to the north and one to the east.
Wooded Wolds: 2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Founded on solid geology of Oolitic Limestone with drift geology of Boulder Clay and some Glacial Gravel.
Rolling, gently sloping landform cut by tributaries of the River Great Ouse forming subtle valleys.
Small to medium scale landscape with an enclosed, peaceful character. Enclosure consists of thick hedgerows with
frequent hedgerow trees of oak and sycamore.
Land use characterised predominantly by arable and faring with some pasture
Significant woodland cover, including ancient woodland sites of Park Wood and Odell Great Wood (SSSI).
Rural roads cross the area and connect the villages but large sections of the landscape are accessible only by tracks
and footpaths.
Gaps in tree cover provide commanding views across the adjacent 3A Harrold-Great Ouse Limestone Valley and the
rising ground of the area forms a rural context for the valley.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•

The strong network of hedgerows (although occasionally gappy) which are vulnerable to through lack of consistent
maintenance.
The strong network of rural roads and green lanes, with associated neutral grasslands, are vulnerable to damage by
increased traffic and resurfacing operations.
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•
•
•

Good survival of ancient woodland along the ridge, and generally good survival of historic field boundaries, all of which
would be vulnerable to changes in management.
Some areas of earthwork ridge and furrow.
The tranquil, rural nature of the landscape that is vulnerable to village expansion and increased use of the network of
rural roads.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include the occasional views across the River Great Ouse Valley e.g. from southfacing slopes west of Harrold, as well as views to the largely undeveloped occasionally wooded ridges of the area from the
adjacent 3A Harold-Great Ouse Limestone Valley. The undulating landform and hedgerow network provide a sense of
enclosure. Views to/across the grade II listed building ‘The Mansion’, High Street, Harrold are also important.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•

Encourage the planting or regeneration of new broad-leaved woodland, in particular adjacent to and linking existing
ancient woodland in the area and reflecting the historic pattern of woodland in the area.
Conserve and enhance the historic field boundaries, replanting hedgerow and hedgerow trees where necessary.
Manage and restore woodland, particularly ancient semi-natural woodland to conserve and enhance its biodiversity
interest.
Ensure the areas of grassland of high biodiversity value are conserved through appropriate management for instance
grazing and/or hay cutting, and scrub control.
Conserve historic earthwork sites and their setting.
Conserve the character of the rural roads with their wide grass verges and limit urbanising influences –
widening/kerbing and ensure that traffic management measures are sympathetic to the rural character.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•

Retain the individual settlements avoiding merging these through linear development along roads for instance between
Harrold and Odell.
Avoid large scale vertical features disrupting views e.g. across the River Great Ouse Valley, the occasional views to the
wooded ridges.
Consider visual impact of new development in terms of massing, rooflines, scale, materials and visual appearance on
the character of the limestone villages.
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•

Conserve the largely unsettled slopes above the River Great Ouse Valley that form a rural backdrop to this lower lying,
more settled landscape.

Limestone Valleys: 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Moderately wide shallow valley founded on Oolitic Limestone, with Alluvium along the course of the river and Valley
Gravel on the level valley floor.
The River Great Ouse gently meanders from west to east through the valley lined in places by poplar and willow.
Restored gravel and limestone extraction sites form a series of lakes which are important recreational and ecological
recourses, as well as important components of the strategic GI network, e.g. Harrold-Odell Country Park.
The River Great Ouse is of significant ecological interest and represents one of the most natural sections of river
remaining in the county.
Village located at the edge of the valley above the floodplain with a variety of building materials and considerable
modern development.
The tall spires of stone built churches form distinctive landmarks in views across the valley, both within the character
area and in the wider valley just beyond the Borough boundary.
Rural roads travel across the floodplain, carried over the river by stone bridges, some with distinctive raised pedestrian
walkways.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nucleated, limestone villages with historic cores.
The naturalistic vegetated banks of the River Great Ouse which is sensitive to lack of management or changes
associated with intensive leisure areas.
Meadow land and riverside pastures on the valley floor which are an indication of historic land use and important
landscape and biodiversity resource.
Significant sites and structures which contribute to landscape character: the stone bridges, Harrold fishponds and listed
churches.
Minor roads and bridges over the Great Ouse which reinforce the rural character of the area.
Open water bodies and associated wetland habitats providing a recreational resource and biodiversity interest.
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3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include views to the spire of the grade I listed Church of St Peter located in
Harrold and the open views across the floodplain to the 12th century medieval grade II* listed multi-span Harrold Bridge
and Causeway which spans the River Great Ouse. Other notable visual sensitivities include; views to the wooded
backdrop of the Wooded Wolds, and the tranquil, rural views across the lakes enclosed by woodland for instance at
Harrold-Odell Country Park. The landscape setting of the grade II listed building ‘The Mansion’, High Street, Harrold has
an associated intervisibility with the wider landscape.

Harrold Bridge viewed from the east
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Historic village of Harrold (The Green)

The Mansion, Harrold

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve and enhance the distinctive floodplain landscape and habitats with areas of marshland, wet
meadow/riverside pasture and features such as mature willows, to enhance connectivity and contribution to the green
infrastructure network.
Conserve the natural river course of the Great Ouse and associated wetland biodiversity.
Conserve enclosure boundaries, the hedgerow and hedgerow trees, enhancing the network of hedgerows and
hedgerow trees where these have become degraded or lost.
Safeguard the landscape setting of the historic Harrold Bridge.
Conserve the rural character of the network of minor roads, discourage the introduction of suburban style materials e.g.
kerbs and extensive lighting.
Ensure that new infrastructure for leisure use such as paths, signage and seating is sympathetic in character to the
rural setting of the river valley.
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•

Enhance new and recently disused gravel workings to provide a source of new wetland habitats such as marshland,
wet meadow and wet woodland as well as open water bodies to strengthen the rural riverside landscape character.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve the views to the Church of St Peter, Harrold.
Preserve an open setting of views to the medieval Harrold Bridge and Causeway.
Seek to ensure that any tourism infrastructure associated with Harrold-Odell Country Park respects the open and
expansive character (recessive materials colour palette, low rooflines etc.).
Conserve the nucleated stone built village and avoid linear extension along roads which may threaten the individual
identity of the village.
Improve village edges where these form an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside – planting of
floodplain woodland is a key opportunity.
Maintain landscape buffers around areas of existing areas of open space including the Harrold-Odell Country Park.
Conserve the setting of grade II listed The Mansion.
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11 Milton Ernest – (see Figure 11 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 1: Clay Farmland

1E Renhold Clay Farmland

Type 2: Wooded Wolds

2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds

Type 3: Limestone Valleys

3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley

The village falls predominately within the 3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley landscape character area as set out in the
table above. Character area 2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds flanks and wraps around the eastern side of the village, with 1E
Renhold Clay Farmland lying beyond further to the east. The River Great Ouse gently meanders across the valley and
sweeps along the village’s southwestern to boundary. The Midland Mainline railway line cuts through the river valley in a
north-south alignment to the west of the village; located to the east, on elevated ground, is the Twinwoods Business Park.
Clay Farmland: 1E Renhold Clay Farmland
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open lowland founded on Oxford Clay, subtly varied with gently undulating valleys contrasting with exposed plateaux.
Hedgerows are in mixed condition with some low flailed and gappy or lost leaving areas of open, featureless, arable
land.
Hedgerow trees are prominent in the level landscape; many of them mature, including remnant trees within fields.
Scattered woods give variety to the distant views, and include some ancient woodlands of high biodiversity interest.
Historic earthwork sites, including, Shrunken medieval villages at Milton Ernest.
Second World War airfield at Twinwoods is a feature of the higher plateaux and the lack of field boundaries emphasise
the exposed, empty character of this section of the area.
Consistent network of footpaths, bridleways and green lanes.
Views are generally distant over the subtly undulating open farmland.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
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•
•
•
•

The network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees which still survive in parts of the area and are vulnerable to further loss
through lack of consistent maintenance and succession planting.
Parish Church of All Saints’ tower forming landmark and creating a sense of place.
Substantial earthwork sites at Milton Ernest, occupying strategic positions in the landscape which are vulnerable to lack
of management.
Areas of ecological value including unimproved grassland which require sustained management.

3. Visual sensitivities
There is a sense of openness and wide views which gives variety by the subtly changing landform.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve, enhance and restore woodlands through effective long term management and replanting to retain their
character and ecological value.
Promote traditional woodland management techniques such as coppicing, to enhance ground flora diversity.
Enhance hedgerows consistent management and resist development that will result in further loss/ fragmentation of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Encourage the growth of new hedgerow trees to maintain landscape and structure
connectivity.
Conserve historic features such as shrunken medieval villages and their settings and promote greater understanding of
these.
Conserve the character of the rural roads and limit urbanising influences – widening/kerbing and ensure that traffic
management measures are sympathetic to the rural character.

5. Development Guidelines
•

Conserve the views to Church of All Saints.

Wooded Wolds: 2A Hinwick Wooded Wolds
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•

An elevated plateau founded on solid geology of Oolitic Limestone with drift geology of Boulder Clay and some Glacial
Gravel.
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•
•
•

Rolling, gently sloping landform cut by tributaries of the River Great Ouse forming subtle valleys.
A land use characterised predominantly by arable farming with some pasture.
Historic earthworks include the scheduled monument earthworks the shrunken medieval village at Milton Ernest.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•

The strong network of hedgerows (although occasionally gappy) which are vulnerable to loss through lack of consistent
maintenance.
Good survival of ancient woodland and some areas of assart fields, along with the boulder clay ridge, and generally
good survival of historic field boundaries, all of which would be vulnerable to changes in management.
The tranquil, rural nature of the landscape that is vulnerable to village expansion and increased use of the network of
rural roads.

3. Visual sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include the occasional views across the River Great Ouse Valley from the westfacing slopes east of Milton Ernest. There is a sense of enclosure provided by the combined undulating landform and
hedgerow network.

On A6 north of Milton Ernest looking westwards across River Great Ouse valley

4. Landscape management guidelines
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•
•

Encourage the planting or regeneration of new broad-leaved woodland, in particular adjacent to and linking existing
ancient woodland in the area and reflecting the historic pattern of woodland in the area.
Conserve historic earthwork sites and their setting.

5. Development guidelines
•
•

Avoid large scale vertical features disrupting views e.g. across the River Great Ouse Valley, the occasional views to the
wooded ridges and to Hinwick Hall and House.
Conserve the largely unsettled slopes above the Great Ouse Valley that form a rural backdrop to this lower lying, more
settled landscape.

Limestone Valleys: 3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley
1. Summary landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wide, open, shallow valley founded on Oolitic Limestone, with Alluvium along the course of the river and Valley Gravel
on the level valley floor.
The River Great Ouse meanders through the valley in wide loops lined by wetland vegetation including poplar and
willow.
Medium scale geometric fields are enclosed by hedgerows with some hedgerow trees although in some areas the
hedgerows have been replaced by fences.
Building materials vary from limestones, timber and render to modern red brick.
Infrastructure corridors of the A6 and the Midland Mainline rail line reduce the rural feel of the landscape with noise and
views of moving traffic
John Bunyan trail and Ouse Valley Way long distance routes cross the landscape.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•

The naturalistic, meandering course of the river fringed by wetland vegetation including marshland and open water
bodies of high biodiversity interest and the remaining areas of undeveloped, flat floodplain, which would be sensitive to
changes in management.
Meadow land in the valley river floor and enclosure fields adjacent.

3. Visual Sensitivities
60

The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by some notable features including views to the Church of All Saints
tower. The church occupies an elevated position in the south-east end of the village. The uninterrupted character of views
to the wooded backdrop of the Hinwick Wooded Wolds would be sensitive to development.

Church of All Saints, Milton Ernest viewed from the south

Approach into Milton Ernest from the north-east

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•

Conserve, enhance and create areas of floodplain landscape with flood meadows and marshes where appropriate.
Conserve and enhance the riparian vegetation that defines the course of the River Great Ouse, with opportunities for
enhanced habitat management and restoration.
Conserve the hedgerow and hedgerow trees, enhancing the network where hedgerow has become degraded or
damaged.
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•

Conserve the rural character of the network of minor roads, discourage the introduction of suburban style materials e.g.
kerbs and extensive lighting.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•

Improve village edges where edges form an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside – planting of
floodplain woodland is a key opportunity.
Conserve the natural floodplain landform and long views - avoid introduction of embankments in the landscape which
interrupt the landform and restrict views.
Conserve views to church towers.
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12 Oakley – (see Figure 12 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 3: Limestone Valleys

3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley

The village is centrally located within the 3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley landscape character area. The River Great
Ouse gently meanders across the valley and loops around the village to the north, west and south. The village is enclosed to
the east by the Midland Mainline and the A6 Oakley and Clapham bypass.

Limestone Valleys: 3B Oakley Great Ouse Limestone Valley
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wide, open, shallow valley founded on Oolitic Limestone, with Alluvium along the course of the river and Valley Gravel
on the level valley floor.
The River Great Ouse meanders through the valley in wide loops lined by wetland vegetation including poplar and
willow.
A landscape with a mixed land-use of arable farmland on the higher ground and pasture (grazed by sheep and cattle)
on the valley floor.
The sloping valley sides of the Hinwick and Pavenham Wooded Wolds provide a sense of enclosure and rural
backdrop.
Settlement takes the form of a large village with a mixture of older buildings and considerable modern development.
Building materials vary from limestone, timber and render to modern red brick.
Distinctive limestone Oakley Bridge.
Infrastructure corridors of the A6 and the Midland Main Line railway give an urban fringe character to the east.
The John Bunyan Trail and Ouse Valley Way partially circumnavigate the landscape along its western, northern and
eastern boundaries.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
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•
•
•

The naturalistic, meandering course of the river fringed by wetland vegetation including marshland of high biodiversity
interest and the remaining areas of undeveloped, flat floodplain, which would be sensitive to changes in management.
Meadow land in the valley floor and enclosure fields adjacent.
Historic built elements which contribute to landscape character including the ancient monument /grade II listed early
nineteenth century limestone Oakley Bridge, the Enclosures east of East End Farm ancient monument, grade II
registered gardens of Westfield House, grade II* listed eighteenth century Oakley House, grade I listed Church of St
Mary in Oakley.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include the views to the wooded backdrop of the Wooded Wold, where the
uninterrupted character of which would be sensitive to development. Other notable sensitivities include views onto the
Enclosures east of East End Farm ancient monument, grade II registered gardens of Westfield House, Church of St Mary
and grade II* listed eighteenth century Oakley House. The open rural, pastoral views across the floodplain to the limestone
Oakley Bridge, and the corridor views down the river, especially along wooded sections of the river course where views are
channelled, and which would be sensitive to change.

Looking eastwards towards Oakley Bridge

View from Oakley Bridge towards St Mary’s Church along River Great Ouse
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Views northwards across River Great Ouse valley from Highfield Road

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Conserve, enhance and create flood meadows and marshes where appropriate.
Conserve and enhance riparian vegetation, habitat management and restoration.
Conserve the hedgerow and hedgerow trees, and enhance where degraded or damaged.
Conserve the rural character of minor roads, discourage introduction of suburban style materials e.g. kerbs and
extensive lighting.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Improve village edge where it forms an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside – planting of floodplain
woodland is a key opportunity.
Conserve the natural floodplain landform and long views – avoid further introduction of embankments in the landscape
which interrupt the landform and restrict views.
Consider views to, and the landscape setting of the limestone bridges of Oakley Bridge and in the instance of Stafford
Bridge where linear development out of Oakley extends to within close proximity of the crossing point.
Conserve views to the tower of the Church of St Mary in Oakley.
Enhance access and recreation including new river crossings, links with parks, nature reserves, and ensure that
residential developments are in line with local green infrastructure (GI) strategies around the Upper Great Ouse Valley
and the western side of the Bedford Green Wheel project.
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•

Ensure landscape context is respected in relation to GI strategy – related projects including enhancements to the
landscape around Oakley.
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13 Roxton – (see Figure 13 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 1: Clay Farmland

1E Renhold Clay Farmland

Type 4: Clay Valleys

4A Great Ouse Clay Valley

The village is centrally located within the 4A Great Ouse Clay Valley landscape character area. The landscape character area
of 1E Renhold Clay Farmland borders the village along its western flank. The dual carriageways of the A421 and A1 wrap
around the village along its western, northern and eastern flanks. The landscape is generally flat with the River Great Ouse
meandering along the valley floor to the east and several large open water bodies to the south-east.
Clay Farmland: 1E Renhold Clay Farmland
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open lowland founded on Oxford Clay, subtly varied with gently undulating valleys contrasting with exposed plateaux.
A rural, peaceful area.
Dominated by arable farmland with some scattered woodlands.
Large geometric fields are bounded by hedgerows, fences and ditches, with smaller fields immediately around historic
villages.
Hedgerows are in mixed condition with some low flailed and gappy or lost leaving areas of open, featureless, arable
land.
Hedgerow trees are prominent in the level landscape; many of them mature, including remnant trees within fields.
Scattered woods give variety to the distant views, and include some ancient woodlands of high biodiversity interest.
Dispersed settlement, low but even in density, consists mainly of scattered farmsteads and villages, the latter often
sheltered amongst mature trees.
Farms and cottages are built of brick and render, with thatch and clay tile roofs.
A network of small rural roads and lanes cross the area and the presence of the Great Barford Bypass are felt locally in
new features associated with the trunk road.
Many historic earthwork sites (particularly moats), including, Palaceyard Wood moat (Roxton).
Consistent network of footpaths and bridleways.
Views are generally distant over the subtly undulating open farmland.
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2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•
•
•

The network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees which still survive in parts of the area and are vulnerable to further loss
through lack of consistent maintenance and succession planning.
The field trees (remnants of former field boundaries) which may be lost due to over-maturity and lack of appropriate
management.
The pattern of dispersed farmsteads and villages with their distinctive structure of ‘ends’ which is vulnerable to infill and
ribbon development along roads.
The distinctive pattern of dispersed settlement and associated small irregular fields, often with earthworks of moated
sites and shrunken settlements.
High level of recreational access via rights of way network and quiet rural lanes.
Areas of ecological value including ancient woodlands.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The sense of openness and wide views which given variety by the subtly changing landform and the scattered woodlands.
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by some notable features including views to the ‘Round Hill’ bowl
barrow scheduled monument.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve, enhance and restore the woodlands through effective long term management and replanting to retain their
character and ecological value.
Promote traditional woodland management techniques such as coppicing, to enhance ground-flora diversity.
Promote the use of locally appropriate species such as oak and field maple within woodlands and hedgerows and for
shelter belts in preference to non-native conifers.
Conserve and enhance surviving historic field boundaries and restore hedges where possible in areas of former ancient
enclosures, while retaining the open character of areas which were formerly open field land.
Enhance the hedgerows consistent management and resist development that will result in further loss/fragmentation of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Encourage the growth of new hedgerow trees to maintain landscape structure and
connectivity.
68

•
•
•

Conserve field trees through management of surrounding arable land by for instance avoiding ploughing over tree root
zones and consider opportunities for planting new field trees.
Conserve historic features such as pre-historic ‘Round Hill’ bowl barrow and its setting and promote greater
understanding of it.
Conserve the character of the rural roads and limit urbanising influences – widening/kerbing and ensure that traffic
management measures are sympathetic to the rural character.

5. Development guidelines
•

Conserve the scattered farmsteads and historic villages with their pattern of dispersed ‘Ends’ and the views to the
stone churches.

Clay Valleys: 4A Great Ouse Clay Valley
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A shallow fairly wide valley of the River Great Ouse founded on Oxford Clay and Alluvium with deposits of Valley
Gravel and Glacial Gravel. Large scale open water bodies and tributary streams across the flood plain. The course of
the river is marked by riverside vegetation including mature willows. Shelterbelts and distinctive clusters of woodland
create a semi-enclosed landscape.
Mixed use of arable on the shallow slopes of the valley with pasture, quarrying and recreational uses along the valley
floor.
Large and medium scale geometric fields are bounded by hedgerows in mixed condition with some hedgerows.
The importance of the area in prehistoric times as a focus for ritual sites and funerary monuments is reflected in the
presence of a number of ancient monuments (e.g. Round Hill bowl barrow).
Historic parkland at Roxton (west of Roxton) contains parkland trees as well as medieval earthworks and ridge and
furrow.
Building materials are varied with local stone churches, red brick dwellings, black painted clapboard barns, clay tile and
thatch roofs along with more recent buildings of brick, metal and glass.
An urban fringe character results from the aural and visual presence of major road corridors of the A1 and A421,
restored sand and gravel workings, although with pockets of intact river valley landscape.
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2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•
•
•

Minor roads across the Great Ouse Valley which reinforce the rural character of the area.
Open water bodies and associated wetland habitats providing a recreational resource and biodiversity interests, and
which could be sensitive to changes in management.
Distinctive features such as hedgerows, hedgerow trees and water meadow, which are also sensitive to changes in
management.
Few historic features surviving in the predominately arable landscape, the pockets of parkland and surviving areas of
meadow are particularly significant.
Rive Great Ouse and fringing vegetation including pollarded willows which contribute to sense of place and nature
conservation.
Historic village core with strong links to the riverine landscape setting through riverside pastures and common land.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are evident by some notable features including views to the grade II* listed St
Mary Magdalen Church and the Important Open Space of Roxton Park. Tranquil views across the open water bodies,
located south-east of the village, and along the river corridor east of the village. The openness and long views across the
gently rising slopes (west of the village) linking with the adjacent Clay Farmland landscape type. The level topography
means that tall structures and large scale buildings are highly visible – seek to avoid adverse impacts on the character of
the river corridor.

Roxton Congregational Church, High Street, Roxton
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Roxton House Lodge, Roxton Park

View looking south from Ford Lane out onto open water bodies in River Great Ouse valley
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4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Enhance and restore hedgerows by replanting and consistent management and resist development that will result in
further loss/fragmentation of hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Encourage management of arable field margins for
biodiversity interest.
Ensure active management of the pollarded willows, and plan for succession planting.
Enhance existing open water bodies and their margins to increase biodiversity interest and strengthen character.
Ensure management of Roxton parkland to retain features of historic interest.
Take opportunities to restore or create water meadows, enhancing connectivity of the strategic GI network.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•

Avoid linear development along roads.
Conserve rural setting of the village and enhance settlement edge for instance by appropriately designed woodland
planting.
Conserve the character of secondary roads, limiting the urbanising influences e.g. kerbing and widening and ensure
traffic management measures are sympathetic to those sections of the area with a rural character.
Explore options for improving recreational opportunities and public access to the river and open water bodies.
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14 Stewartby – (see Figure 14 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 5: Clay Vales

5D North Marston Clay Vale

The village is wholly contained within the 5D North Marston Clay Vale landscape character area; which is framed by the
prominent, elevated landforms of the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge on its southern boundary and the 1A Cranfield to
Stagsden Clay Farmland to the west - all two areas forming a strong contrast to the vale, exaggerating its flat and open
character. The area forms part of the Forest of Marston Vale.
The village is set within an open, large-scale, low-lying, flat landscape providing distant views. Tall structures, such as the
Stewartby Brickworks Chimneys, provide prominent features. Large open water bodies, former clay pits and former brick
works surround the village.
Clay Vales: 5D North Marston Clay Vale
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•

An open vale, defined by Oxford Clay geology, located between the elevated landscapes of the Wooded 6B Mid
Greensand Ridge to the south and the 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland to the west that provide a sense of
containment.
Open character with expansive views across the vale to the prominent elevated landscapes of the Wooded 6B Mid
Greensand Ridge and the 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland.
A large scale landscape with a mix of agriculture and industrial use including former brick works and open cast clay
pits, domed landfill site, and major transportation corridors including the A421, B530 and the Midland Main Line and the
Marston Vale railway lines.
The Marston Vale Millennium Country Park, Stewartby Country Park, and the County Wildlife Sites of Coronation Pit,
Quest Pit and Rookery Pit to all sides of the settlement provide valuable ecological, recreational and landscape
resource.
Views of the remaining chimney stacks at Stewartby are landmark features.
A restored landfill site (creating domed landform) and active sewage treatment works to the west and north are
bounded by harsh, industrial boundary fencing.
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•

Numerous public rights of way cut through the landscape and provide connections to the recreational routes on the
adjacent landscapes - the Marston Vale Trail.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•

The flat, open character, which can be disrupted by inappropriate bunding, earth mounding, tree screening or creation
of domed landforms on landfill sites which appear as incongruous features within the vale context.
Public rights of way providing connections to recreational routes in adjacent areas and links to the urban area – need to
conserve and enhance this green infrastructure.
The extensive lakes that are associated with the restoration of former brick pits that have developed considerable
ecological interest and require long term management to conserve and enhance their value.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village are the views to the grade II listed chimneys at Stewartby Brickworks. The open
character of the landscape provides extensive views and any development or significant change in the vale is therefore
likely to be visible and prominent.

Grade II listed chimneys at Stewartby Brickworks

4. Landscape management guidelines
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Apply a consistent approach to landscape restoration that responds and enhances the objectives of the Forest of
Marston Vale Plan and key GI projects.
Continue to create new areas of woodland under the Forest of Marston Vale Programme whilst ensuring the open
character of the vale is not completely compromised and key views to the elevated landforms are conserved.
Retain distinctive elements of the Stewartby brick industry as a significant part of the history of Bedfordshire and
national importance.
Implement appropriate native planting surrounding the Green Lane landfill site (domed landform) in order to mitigate its
visual impact in the landscape.
Continue to improve public rights of way access into, and connectivity across, the vale e.g. to and from the Marston
Vale Millennium Country park.
Explore opportunities for woodland planting (with public access) at the village edge.
Discourage coniferous shelterbelt planting.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Conserve the open character of the vale and the important views to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge and the 1A
Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland.
Ensure appropriate rural interface between settlement edge and the adjoining rural landscape.
Avoid development creating visual clutter which detracts from the landmark Stewartby chimney stacks.
Ensure ongoing progress of woodland planting is effective in reducing visual impact of the transport corridors such as
the A421.
Avoid creation of bunding or land-raising in an attempt to conceal development or restore disused pits. Such features
are inappropriate in the context of this flat, open landscape. Seek instead to use appropriately designed and ‘graded’
wet woodland/coppice, which could also contribute to wider green infrastructure connectivity objectivities.
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15 Turvey – (see Figure 15 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 1: Clay Farmland

1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland

Type 2: Wooded Wolds

2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds

The main village falls within the landscape character area of the 2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds. The landscape character
area 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland flanks the main village and the satellite village of Turvey Station on the eastern
side. The low-lying meandering limestone valley floor of the Great River Ouse runs south to north, flanking the village to the
west.
Clay Farmland: 1A Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A medium – large scale landscape with an open and exposed character with long distant views, and strong skylines.
Gently rolling landform predominantly underlain by Oxford Clay.
Predominantly under arable cropping contained within large open fields but with pockets of horse paddocks –
particularly associated with the settlements.
Small spinneys (some ancient) are frequently dispersed across the arable landscape but are of insufficient extent to
produce sense of enclosure.
Variable field boundaries including short flailed and gappy hedges, overgrown hedgerows, and some areas where all
boundaries have been removed. Mature standard oak trees often mark old hedgerows lines.
Roadside boundaries typically consist of narrow grass verges, overgrown drainage ditches and short-flailed, gappy
hedgerows.
Occasional large individual farmsteads frequently in view.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•

Landscape pattern provided by the remaining hedgerows and mature hedgerow trees despite their poor condition. This
pattern is vulnerable to erosion from further loss of hedgerows and hedgerow trees and lack of management.
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•
•
•
•

Scattered spinneys and blocks of ancient woodland which are vulnerable to lack of management and associated
neglect.
High level of recreational access via rights of way network.
Small scale rural lanes plus large areas only accessible via rights of way – limited access.
Strong rural character over much of the area, which is vulnerable to urban influence for instance the visible and audible
impact of roads (A428).

3. Visual sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include the local skylines created by subtle changes in topography which are
vulnerable to cluttering by vertical development.
4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Potential for woodland creation – expanding and linking the existing woodland resource through woodland and
hedgerow planting. Appropriate species are likely to include field maple, and hazel. Ensure mid-long range views
across the landscape are retained and that the historic grain of the landscape is respected.
Bring existing ancient woodlands under appropriate management regimes where possible e.g. reintroduce coppice
management if appropriate.
Maintain and enhance surviving historic boundaries, and enhance the condition and structure of hedgerow boundaries
by focussing hedgerow restoration between remaining sections so as to strengthen the landscape pattern – this is a
key requirement alongside field boundaries and roads.
Consider opportunities for woodland planting along existing road corridors (A428). This would help integrate the
agricultural land and urban infrastructure.
Conserve the character of the rural roads and limit urbanising influences – widening/kerbing and ensure that traffic
management measures are sympathetic to the rural character.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•

Conserve the largely rural, undeveloped character of the area.
Monitor the introduction of large scale industrial style agricultural buildings into the landscape and seek to limit
inappropriate screening by dense coniferous shelterbelts.
Consider the effects of large scale vertical features on skylines and key views.
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•

Conserve and enhance the character of the rural roads and lanes.

Wooded Wolds: 2B Pavenham Wooded Wolds
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sloping landform from south-east to north-west towards the village, founded on Oolitic Limestone with drift deposits of
Boulder Clay.
Forms an intermediary landscape linking the flat floodplain of the River Great Ouse to the high ground of the 1A
Cranfield to Stagsden Clay Farmland.
Small to medium scale landscape with an enclosed, peaceful character.
Land use characterised by arable farming, with pastoral landscapes being particularly associated with the grade II
registered Historic Park and Garden around grade I listed Turvey House and historical parkland around grade II listed
(The Chapel) Turvey Abbey.
Limestone walls form the boundaries of gardens and historic estates.
The wooded character is created by small woodland blocks are enhanced by frequent hedgerow trees.
Village buildings mainly built of limestone, tall tower of grade I listed Church of All Saints forms distinctive landmark.
Significant areas of parkland at Turvey evident in parkland trees, pasture and copses.
Gaps in tree cover provide wide views across the adjacent Limestone Valley landscape type, and across into North
Buckinghamshire. The wolds form a rural backdrop to the lower ground of the valley.
Dismantled railway line (former Olney branch line) is a feature of the landscape south of Turvey.
Scheduled monument limestone Turvey Bridge crossing the River Great Ouse.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•
•

The strong network of hedgerows (although occasionally gappy) which are vulnerable to loss through lack of consistent
maintenance.
A strong network of rural roads, with associated neutral grasslands, that are vulnerable to damage by increased traffic
and resurfacing techniques.
Limestone village that is susceptible to infill development and spread along roads.
The setting of the grade II registered Historic Park and Garden around the grade I listed Turvey House and the
historical parkland around the grade II listed Turvey Abbey.
Irregular field patterns deriving from extensive early enclosure.
78

•
•

Scheduled monument of Turvey Bridge and tower of grade I listed Church of All Saints, with a close relationship to their
landscape context.
The tranquil, rural natural of the landscape that is vulnerable to village expansion and increased use of the network of
rural roads.

3. Visual sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include the occasional views across the River Great Ouse Valley and the sense
of enclosure provided by the combined undulating landform and hedgerow network. Also views to the largely undeveloped
occasionally wooded ridges of the area from the adjacent 3A Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley, Church of All Saints,
the registered Historic Park and Garden setting of Turvey House, the historical Turvey Abbey parkland and the setting of
limestone Turvey Bridge are other notable sensitivities.

Turvey House, between Bedford and Olney (©: Historic Houses Association)

View westwards to Church of All Saints along High Street

79

View north along Carlton Road. Grade II
Historic Park and Garden to Turvey
House on the left

Looking north onto rising Pavenham Wooded
Wolds from Grove Road end of Recreation
Ground
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4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•

Encourage the planting or regeneration of new broad-leaved woodland, adjacent to and linking existing woodland in the
area and respecting the grain of the historic landscape.
Enhance the hedgerow network, replanting hedgerow and hedgerow trees where necessary.
Safeguard the landscape setting of the scheduled monument Turvey Bridge.
Ensure the areas historical parkland around grade II listed Turvey Abbey receive appropriate management to conserve
and enhance their value to biodiversity and to maintain them as distinctive features in the local landscape.
Conserve the character of the rural roads with their wide grass verges and limit urbanising influences –
widening/kerbing and ensure that traffic management measures are sympathetic to the rural character.

5. Development guidelines
•
•
•
•

Conserve the historic core of the limestone village, encouraging any new development to adopt the vernacular style of
buildings and materials.
Conserve the views to Church of All Saints.
Safeguard the landscape setting of the historic Turvey Bridge.
Conserve the largely unsettled slopes above the Great Ouse Valley that form a rural backdrop to this lower lying, more
settled valley landscape.
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Figure 15 Turvey
Landscape
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16 Willington – (see Figure 16 below, for map illustrating the following comments)
Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Area

Type 4: Clay Valleys

4A Great Ouse Clay Valley

Type 5: Clay Vales

5E East Marston Clay Vale

The village is largely located within the 4A Great Ouse Clay Valley landscape character area, with the southernmost extremity
of the village being located within the 5E East Marston Clay Vale character area. The Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge
landscape flanks the 5E East Marston Clay Vale to the south-east. The village is set within shallow, fairly wide valley with the
A421 road corridor imparting an urbanising fringe to the west. The whole village is within the Forest of Marston Vale, whilst
only that part of the village north of the Bedford Road (A603) is located within the Bedford River Valley Park (BRVP).
Clay Valleys: 4A Great Ouse Clay Valley
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A shallow fairly wide valley of the River Great Ouse founded on Oxford Clay and Alluvium with deposits of Valley
Gravel and small sections of Glacial Gravel. Large scale open water bodies to the north. Multiple channels and
tributary streams scattered across the flood plain. The course of the river is marked by riverside vegetation including
mature willows. Shelterbelts and distinctive clusters of woodland create a semi-enclosed landscape.
Mixed land use of arable on the southern shallow slopes of the valley with pasture, quarrying and recreational uses
along valley north of village.
Large geometric fields are bounded by hedgerows in mixed condition with some hedgerow trees.
Active large scale quarrying continues north of Willington, with some restored sand and gravel workings.
The BRVP between Bedford and Willington is an on-going Green Infrastructure (GI) Project of significant scale, and
included extensive areas of tree planting linked to the on-going restoration of mineral sites in the valley, as part of the
Forest of Marston Vale’s BRVP proposals, and associated with the enabling development of the park.
The importance of the area in prehistoric times as a focus for ritual sites and funerary monuments is reflected in the
presence of a number of ancient monuments (e.g. Henge and barrows south of Dairy Farm and north of Willington).
Ancient monument moated sites (e.g. ‘The Docks’ north of Willington) are present at strategic points commanding the
river.
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•
•
•

An urban fringe character results from the aural and visual presence of major road corridors of the A421 and A603, and
the restored sand and gravel workings.
Building materials are varied with local stone (Church of St Lawrence, Dovecot and Stables of former Manor House),
red brick dwellings, black painted clapboard barns, clay tile and thatch roofs along with more recent garden centre
buildings of brick, metal and glass.
The Ouse Valley Way and National Cycle Route 51 cross the landscape.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
•
•
•
•
•

Minor roads across the Great Ouse valley which reinforce the rural character of the area.
Open water bodies and associated wetland habitats providing a recreational resource and biodiversity interest, and
which would be sensitive to changes in management.
Distinctive features such as hedgerows, hedgerow trees and water meadows, which are also sensitive to changes in
management.
With few historic features surviving in the predominantly arable landscape, the pockets of parkland, open spaces and
surviving areas of meadowland are particularly significant.
River Great Ouse and fringing vegetation including pollarded willows which contribute to sense of place and nature
conservation.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include tranquil view across the open water bodies and along the river corridor
enclosed by woodlands. Openness and long views across the gently rising slopes linking with the adjacent Clay Farmland
and Clay Vales landscapes. The level topography means that tall structures and large scale buildings are highly visible.
Other notable visual sensitivities include views onto and the settings of the; listed grade I buildings Dovecot and Stables of
former Manor House, grade II Church of St Lawrence located to the west of village, ancient monument of the medieval
moated site and dock (The Docks) between the village and the River Great Ouse.
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South-west elevation of Dovecot of Former Manor House, Church End, Willington

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enhance and restore hedgerows by replanting and consistent management and resist development that will result in
further loss/fragmentation of hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Encourage management of arable field margins for
biodiversity interest.
Ensure active management of the pollarded willows, and plan for succession planting.
Continue creation and enhancement of new wetlands and enhance existing open water bodies and their margins to
increase biodiversity interest and strengthen character. Explore opportunities associated with mineral extraction and
the implementation of the BRVP in particular.
Ensure management of parkland to retain features of historical significance.
Ensure that leisure facilities are designed to retain and enhance the rural character and biodiversity interest of the river
and wetlands.
Take opportunities to plant new woodlands (in particular wet woodlands) that will screen major road corridors.

5. Development guidelines
•

Retain the separation of individual villages (e.g. Willington and Cople) – avoid linear development along roads merging
settlements.
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•
•
•
•

Ensure enabling development and infrastructure proposals as part of the implementation of the BRVP respect and
enhance the river valley landscape and context. Consider visual impact of enabling development in terms of massing,
rooflines, scale, materials and visual appearance.
Conserve the rural setting of village and enhance settlement edge for instance by appropriately designed woodland
planting.
Conserve the character of secondary roads, limiting urbanising influences e.g. kerbing and widening and ensure that
traffic management measures are sympathetic to these sections of the area with a rural character.
Explore opportunities for improving recreational opportunities and public access to the river. Monitor the associated
development of facilities e.g. visitor centres and car parking that might impact upon the surviving sections of rural,
tranquil character in the immediate river corridor.

Clay Vales: 5E East Marston Clay Vale
1. Summary of landscape character: Key characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A large scale, flat and open, vale landscape underlain by Oxford Clay. Included as part of the Forest of Marston Vale.
Deep drainage channels cross the landscape.
Expansive views across the vale to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge that forms a prominent backdrop to the Vale
and which provides some sense of containment.
Formerly meadow pasture, land use is now predominately defined by intensive arable cropping contained within
medium to large arable fields. Some smaller fields given over to pasture and horse grazing remain.
A regular parliamentary enclosure landscape – variable field and roadside boundaries characterised by short, flailed,
gappy hedges, with some large open fields where boundaries have been removed.
Woodland is sparse across the area.
The A603 and secondary roads e.g. Northill Road, cut through the landscape, having a strong visual and audible
presence.
Post-war and more recent development has occurred within and on the edge of village and road corridors, resulting in a
range of building styles and materials.
Individual farmsteads and associated agricultural buildings occur throughout the landscape located along road
corridors.

2. Key positive landscape features/strategic sensitivities of the landscape surrounding the village
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•
•
•
•

Remaining areas that create an open setting.
The striking flat, open character, which can be disrupted by inappropriate bunding, earth mounding, tree screening or
creation of domed landforms which appear as incongruous features within the vale context.
Clear views to, and setting for the prominent Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge and the contrast of the flat vale with
this ridge landform and associated texture/vegetation/pattern.
Low density, dispersed settlement evoking a strong rural character.

3. Visual Sensitivities
The visual sensitivities around the village include the flat, open landscape with the potential for any large scale
development to be highly visible. The clear views from across the area to Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge are notable
sensitives as the prominent, elevated landform of the Ridge further emphasises the flat and open character.

View looking eastwards along Barford Road, approximately 140m east of Mill Farm Cottages, Willington

4. Landscape management guidelines
•
•
•
•

Renew field boundaries where these are gappy and apply a consistent management strategy to enhance the field and
land cover pattern.
Continue to create areas of woodland in the landscape to enhance the ecological and recreational resource.
Small scale planting around individual farm buildings is a key opportunity and will help integrate these features into the
landscape.
Conserve area of pasture which form links with the adjacent clay valley.
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5. Development guidelines
•
•
•

•
•

Maintain an open setting.
Prevent further urbanisation of the rural roads – and ensure that traffic management measures are sympathetic to the
rural character.
Improve village edges where these form an unsympathetic relationship with the open countryside – small scale
woodland planting is a key opportunity but should not obscure views to the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge, rather it
should form part of a connected network which complements and responds to topography and landscape structure of
the ridge.
Conserve locally distinctive influences such as the palette of bricks used in buildings.
Conserve the clear views and visual relationship with the Wooded 6B Mid Greensand Ridge. Avoid any large scale,
taller development on land at the base of the ridge to retain the dramatic visual contrast between the flat clay vale and
steep ridge slopes.
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Figure 16 Willington
Landscape
Sensitivity Study
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