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Appendix 1
Relevant policies, plans and programmes
This appendix summarises the plans and strategies identified in the report as being relevant to the Bedford Borough Local Plan
2035. They are grouped under the subject area they cover. The table indicates the level at which the plan or programme has been
prepared (i.e. national, regional or local) and provides an explanation of its aims and requirements and the implications for the local
plan. Evidence base documents produced to support the local plan are not included.
Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Policies in local plans
should follow the
approach of the
presumption in favour of
sustainable development.

Be aware of the
effect of the NPPF on
the borough when
undertaking the SA

GENERAL
National Planning Policy Framework, DCLG (2012) – National Level
Establishes a presumption in favour of sustainable development
together with core planning principles to deliver sustainable
development through –
 Building a strong, competitive economy
 Ensuring the vitality of town centres
 Supporting a prosperous rural economy
 Promoting sustainable transport
 Supporting high quality communications infrastructure
 Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes
 Requiring good design
 Promoting healthy communities
 Protecting Green Belt land
 Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal
change
 Conserving and enhancing the natural environment
 Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

There are no targets or indicators
within this document.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Sets out the requirements
for the local plan process

Contains guidance on
the sustainability
appraisal process.

Take account of the
government’s objectives
for infrastructure.

Take account of plan
when developing SA
framework.

 Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals.

National Planning Practice Guidance, DCLG (‘living’ online resource) – National Level
Constitutes guidance to support the National Planning Policy
Framework and make it more accessible.

There are no targets or indicators
within this document.

National Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2016-2021 – National Level
Sets out key projects, programmes and milestones in infrastructure
sector and includes details of the government’s ongoing work to
improve the prioritisation, performance and delivery of
infrastructure, including building a skilled workforce, reducing costs
and encouraging private sector investment.

There are no targets or indicators
within this document.

Securing the Future – UK Sustainable Development Strategy (2005) – National Level






Living within environmental limits
Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society
Achieving a sustainable economy
Promoting good governance
Using sound science responsibly

The strategy includes 68
indicators and several Public
Service Agreement national
targets (greenhouse gas
emissions, household waste,
farmland birds, wildlife sites,
crime reduction, increase
employment, employment of
disadvantaged groups, reduce
young people not in training, level
2 and 3 qualifications, reduce
adult smoking, public transport,
road accidents, air quality, decent
housing, fuel poverty)

Take account of
these objectives and
targets for the SA
Framework

Planning for a Sustainable Future: White Paper (2007) – National Level
The paper lists the challenges as:
 Climate change
 Supporting sustainable economic development
 Increasing the supply of housing

 Reduction in carbon emissions
from new commercial
buildings within the next 10
years

Ensure the vision of the
White Paper is
considered where
appropriate.

Take account of
these objectives and
targets for the SA
Framework
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

 Protecting and enhancing the environment and natural
resources
 Improving our local and national infrastructure
 Maintaining security of energy supply
The vision is for:
 More and better jobs as a result of sustainable economic
development
 Better infrastructure so people have access to reliable transport,
clean and secure energy, clean water supplies and better local
amenities
 Continued protection and enhancement of the natural and
historic environment
 Places shaped by their communities where people are proud to
live

 20% energy from renewable
sources by 2020

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

The key themes and
objectives of the
Sustainable Community
Strategy will feed into the
Plan.

The Sustainable
Community Strategy
themes should feed
into the objectives of
the SA Framework.

Bedford Borough Sustainable Community Strategy 2009-2021 – Local Level
A number of aims are set within 7 key themes.
Thriving
 Encourage high value added inward investment, the retention
and development of local companies and the establishment of
new start-up enterprises.
 Create a highly attractive, safe and successful town centre
providing a distinctive and excellent range of activities and
facilities which can be used and enjoyed by all.
 Market the Borough as a prime investment location, raising its
profile and image and promoting investment opportunities.
 Support and work in partnership with the local tourism industry to
expand what it has to offer and market the Borough as a tourist
destination.
 Encourage economic participation and support people into jobs
within urban and rural communities, by maximising employment
opportunities for local people and promoting skills development.

Detailed targets are not set as
this is an overarching strategy to
guide the more detailed plans and
programmes of its partners.
Progress is measured against
national indicators.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

 Improve the general business environment (the supply and
quality of infrastructure, premises and services), in order to
foster enterprise, encourage investment and sustain economic
growth.
Greener
 Minimise carbon emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate
change focussing on transport, business and homes.
 Minimise domestic and commercial waste production and
maximise reuse and recycling.
 Develop a strong green infrastructure network through
protecting, extending and linking landscapes, biodiversity sites,
heritage sites, green spaces and paths.
 Improve the understanding, enjoyment and care for the natural
and built environment.
 Protect and enhance our natural resources including air, soil and
water to minimise the impacts of flooding, climate change and
pollution.
 Reduce our dependence on fossil fuels.
 Protect and enhance the rich biodiversity of the Borough
Aspiring
 Help all children and young people to achieve their full potential
through high quality teaching and learning in schools that have
accessible community activities and facilities.
 Prioritise preventative services for children in their early years to
help families stay together and thrive.
 Ensure vulnerable children and young people at risk of abuse
and neglect are safeguarded and supported to a better life.
Healthy
 Increase healthy life expectancy for all across the Borough.
 Reduce health inequalities by focussing effort on deprived areas
and increasing opportunities for healthier lifestyles.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

 Improve help and advice to vulnerable adults and older people to
enable them to continue living in their own homes and so
maintain their independence for as long as possible.
 Transform adult social care services by improving access,
choice, control and advocacy for users and carers through the
provision of self-directed care.
 Improve dementia services by raising awareness and
understanding, and providing earlier diagnosis, intervention and
higher quality of care.
 Improve the safeguarding and well-being of vulnerable adults
and older people.
Safer
 Reduce burglary, robbery and other serious acquisitive crime
and criminal damage.
 Tackle the issues which increase the likelihood of re-offending
and target prolific offenders.
 Tackle anti-social behaviour
 Reduce incidents of domestic violence.
 Tackle crime and disorder by reducing drug dependency and
alcohol misuse.
 Tackle the fear of crime.
 Increase public confidence in the Partnership’s delivery of
community safety.
Inclusive
 Reduce the proportion of people living in poverty and so make a
positive difference to communities.
 Promote activities that bring people and communities closer
together.
 Encourage and support more people, particularly from underrepresented groups, to take on civic roles and volunteer within
their communities.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Be aware of the effect of
these objectives on the
borough when preparing
the local plan.

Be aware of the
effect of these
objectives on the
borough when
undertaking the SA.

 Create more opportunities, and provide support and advice, to
enable people to influence local decisions.
 Encourage and enable more people to participate in local arts,
culture and sporting activities.
 Ensure that marginalised and vulnerable people receive effective
support, advice and advocacy, and can access key services.
Growing
 Promote the construction of sufficient energy efficient new
homes, transport and infrastructure to support the growing
economy and population and which can adapt to climate change.
 Improve the transport, community and public infrastructure of the
whole Borough to support the economy, population and housing.
 Improve housing and transport for vulnerable people to promote
their independence.
 Maintain and improve the condition of all existing housing and
transport, including its energy efficiency and adaptability to
climate change.
 Tackle the problems of air quality in the Borough.

Central Bedfordshire Local Plan 2015-2035 – Pre-Submission Draft (January 2018) – Local Level
Strategic objectives  Up to 30,000 new homes and 30,000 new jobs will be delivered
between 2015 and 2035 to meet housing needs.
 Balance delivery of significant infrastructure and growth with
enhancement and protection of communities, landscape,
heritage and countryside, preventing the coalescence of
settlements.
 Opportunities for intensification and redevelopment, and
regeneration of urban areas.
 Strategic opportunities for longer term economic and housing
growth at Tempsford, Biggleswade and in the Marston Vale in
connection with the Oxford – Cambridge Expressway, A1
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal


Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Be aware of the effect of
these objectives on the
borough when preparing
the local plan

Be aware of the
effect of these
objectives on the
borough when
undertaking the SA.

Be aware of these
objectives when
developing the plan.

Be aware of these
objectives when
undertaking the SA.

improvements and the East West Rail route.
Deliver housing need identified for Luton close to where it
arises.

Milton Keynes Local Plan – Pre-Submission Draft (October 2017) – Local Level







Within the plan period 2016-2031, a minimum of 26,500 new
homes and up to 32,000 new jobs will be delivered.
Growth will be focussed on existing commitments, strategic
allocations at the South-East Growth Area, Eaton Leys, East of
the M1, smaller sites in the urban area and rural settlements,
regeneration opportunities at Wolverton and Bletchley.
Continue to develop Central MK as a regional shopping centre.
Allow appropriate and essential development in the
countryside.
Protect, enhance and expand linear parks.

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031 (July 2016) – Local Level
Deliver 40,000 new homes and 31,100 jobs by 2031.
Outcomes
1. Empowered and proactive communities
2. Adaptability to future climate change
3. Distinctive environments that enhance and respect local
character and enhance biodiversity
4. Excellent services and facilities easily accessed by local
communities and businesses
5. A sustainable balance between local jobs and workers and a
more diverse economy
6. Transformed connectivity
7. More walkable places and an excellent choice of ways to travel
8. Vibrant, well connected towns and a productive countryside
9. Stronger, more self-reliant towns with thriving centres
10. Enhanced quality of life for all residents

Performance indicators and
targets are set out.

Wellingborough – The Plan for the Borough of Wellingborough – Pre Submission (September 2017) – Local Level
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Deliver 8,400 new homes and 6,100 jobs by 2031.
Outcomes as for North Northamptonshire.

None.

Be aware of this level of
growth when developing
the plan.

None.

East Northamptonshire Replacement District wide Local Plan – Scoping and Issues Consultation (January 2017) – Local Level
Deliver 7,000 new homes and 7,200 jobs by 2031.
Outcomes as for North Northamptonshire.

None.

Be aware of this level of
growth when developing
the plan.

None.

Be aware of this level of
growth when developing
the plan.

None.

Ensure the local plan
takes account of the UK
air quality standards.

Take account of the
objectives, targets
and indicators when
developing the SA
Framework.

Huntingdonshire Local Plan 2036 – Proposed Submission (December 2017) – Local Level
Development strategy
 Provide at least 20,100 homes and 14,400 jobs 2011-2036.
 2 strategic expansion locations, 4 spatial planning areas to meet
much of growth.
 7 key service centres, 3 local service centres to make provision
for remaining growth.
 Green infrastructure priority areas identified.

Monitor policies through Annual
Monitoring Report.

AIR
Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (2007) – National Level
National air quality objectives are listed in Table 2 pages 20-22.
UK standards are set out for:
 Particles (PM10)
 Particles (PM2.5)
 Nitrogen dioxide
 Ozone
 Sulphur dioxide
 Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
 Benzene
 1,3-butadiene
 Carbon monoxide
 Lead

National targets for the UK are set
out in Table 2 pages 20-22.
 Nitrogen dioxide 200g.m3 not
to be exceeded more than 18
times a year (1 hour mean)
3
 Nitrogen dioxide 40g.m
(annual mean).
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Ensure that future
development in the area
considers air quality

Take account of the
AQMA in this area

The plan should be aware
of the Government’s
priorities.

Take account of the
statement when
developing the SA
Framework.

The objectives of the
strategy should be
reflected in the local plan.

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.

The plan should be aware
of the wider priorities in

Take account of the
strategy when

 Nitrogen oxides
 Sulphur dioxide
 Ozone: protection of vegetation and ecosystems.

Air Quality Management Area Order (November 2009) – Local Level
The Town Centre AQMA 5 was declared on 6th November 2009 for
Nitrogen Dioxide. An Action Plan is to be produced with specific
measures.

Indicators contained in a separate
document.

BIODIVERSITY, FLORA AND FAUNA; CULTURE, HERITAGE AND LANDSCAPE
The Heritage Statement (2017)– National Level
Sets out the Government’s vision and strategy for heritage and the
historic environment.

None specific to Bedford borough.

Regional Woodland Strategy, Forestry Commission (2003) – Regional Level
Objectives of the strategy:
 enhanced awareness raising and education
 management of the existing trees and woodlands of the region
focussed on the benefits they provide, and
 continued tree planting and woodland expansion
Three spatial planning objectives:
 SP1 Promote sustainable developments set within welldesigned green space of which trees and woodland play a
functional part.
 SP2 Improve protection of existing woodland and trees.
 SP3 Create greener road corridors integrated into the wider
landscape.

There are no targets or indicators
in the document.

Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy (2011) – Regional Level
The section of the plan of relevance to Bedford borough is Strategic
Area 3: Great Ouse. Opportunities and strategic projects are

None specific to Bedford borough.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

identified.

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

the region.

developing the SA
Framework.

Seek to achieve the
objectives and targets of
the local plan.

Take account of the
objectives and
targets and when
developing the SA
Framework.

Bedfordshire and Luton Biodiversity Action Plan (2001) – Local Level
Wildlife Priority Areas are identified and objectives for habitats
within each of them put forward as follows.
Objectives for farmland habitats are –
 Enhance and increase the extent and wildlife value of farmland
habitats, by encouraging positive management with reference to
priorities identified in this action plan.
 Promote the creation and linking of new and existing habitats
through advice services and available incentive schemes.
 Increase the populations of declining farmland species, in
particular national priority species, by providing advice,
promoting appropriate management and undertaking ecological
research with regard to the effects of global climate change.
 Encourage more community involvement in and raise
awareness of the conservation of farmland biodiversity.
 Encourage the agricultural communities to take positive action
for wildlife.
Objectives for lowland calcareous grassland habitats are  Maintain or enhance the wildlife value of existing calcareous
grassland.
 Prevent the loss of calcareous grassland in Bedfordshire and
Luton.
 Promote the restoration of downland landscape through the
creation and linking new and existing habitats.
 Maintain or increase the populations of declining chalk species
where possible in particular national priority species.
 Encourage more community involvement in and awareness of
the issues surrounding calcareous grassland management and
biodiversity.

Each Action Plan has its own
targets.
Farmland:
 Sympathetically manage 50%
of ponds by 2010
 Achieve the favourable
management of 50% of
ancient/species rich
hedgerows by 2010
 All hedgerows to be locally
sourced by 2010
 Halt loss of ancient/species
rich hedgerows by 2010
 Create 50ha of species rich
grassland using local seed
sources by 2010
Heathland:
 105ha of heathland on the
greensand ridge by 2010
 Maintain and increase
population of a range of
heathland species and
habitats
Lowland acid grassland:
 125ha of acid grassland on the
greensand ridge by 2010
 acid grassland-related habitats
maintained, conserved,
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

 Monitor the extent and quality of key habitats and the population
of key species to improve the basis for decision making.
Objectives for woodland habitats are  To conserve and enhance all ancient semi-natural woodland.
 Encourage the creation of new woodland with due attention to
local distinctiveness. Landscape, history, soil types etc and the
objectives of the landowners.
 To conserve and enhance other existing woodland with due
attention to local distinctiveness, landscape, history, soil types
etc and the objectives of landowners.
 To encourage the implementation of management strategies
that include economic viability and improved biodiversity as key
aims.
 To encourage broader public understanding and public
awareness of the value of woodland to the community and the
importance of the process and management strategies that lead
to the conservation and enhancement of the woodland
biodiversity.
 To monitor and review the implementation and impact of the
BAP for woodland habitat.
Objectives for waterways and wetlands habitats are  Maintain or enhance the quality of existing habitats.
 Ensure water quality and quantity is sufficient to benefit
biodiversity.
 Create new habitats and links between habitats where
appropriate.
 Restore or repair damaged and degraded habitats.
 Survey and monitor key habitats and species to determine the
success of the biodiversity action plan.
 Increase populations of national and local priority species.
 Promote public understanding, awareness and involvement in

improved
Lowland calcareous grassland:
 favourable management of all
county wildlife site calcareous
grasslands by 2010
 create 50ha of chalk grassland
by 2010
Woodland:
 restore 2 sites to favourable by
2010
 create by natural colonisation
10ha of native species wet
woodland
 further 40ha of wet woodland
to positive management by
2010
 increase by 100% the semi
ancient woodland in
management schemes
 increase woodland in the
county to 1500ha by 2015
 no reduction in ancient seminatural woodland
 increase by 10 number of
woods with public access by
2010
Waterways and wetlands:
 80ha by 2010
 establish self-sustaining river
fisheries by 2010
 Maintain ecological quality of

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

the conservation of waterways and wetlands.
 Promote and improve relationships and understanding between
all those who use waterways and wetlands.
Objectives for urban habitats are –
 Enhance the extent and biodiversity value of urban habitats
through appropriate and long term sustainable management.
 Promote the creation of new habitats and the linking of habitats.
 Identify and protect important sites within the urban area for
people and biodiversity.
 Monitor and evaluate the success of the actions in this plan in
meeting its targets.
 Increase accessibility to greenspace and use by local people.
 Increase community involvement in and raise awareness of the
value of urban biodiversity.
Species Action Plans are available for:
 Bats
 Dormouse
 European Otter
 Water Vole
 Broad-fruited cornsalad
 Field Cow-wheat
 Greater broomrape
 Grey mouse-ear
 Ground-pine
 Adder
 Black hairstreak
 Song thrush
 Spined loach
 Truncatellina cylindrical (a snail)
 White-clawed crayfish

River Great Ouse by 2010
 Establish pollarding system in
50% of riverside willows by
2010
 Establish 3 wetland projects
by 2010
Urban habitats:
 Accessible informal
greenspace less than 300m
from home
 LNR of 1ha per 1000
population
 1 20ha site within 2km of
home, 1 100ha site within 5km
of homes, 1 500ha site within
10km of home
 60% of schools to have wildlife
area by 2010
 50% of churchyards managed
for biodiversity by 2010
 1 tree per 100 population by
2010
 All county sites to become
LNR by 2010

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Marston Vale Forest Plan (2000) – Local Level
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Corporate aims of the Community Forests:
 To regenerate the environment of the Green Belt and equivalent
areas, where it is public policy to keep it open, and help to
ensure that it is permanently green and open
 To improve the landscape of the area, including reclamation of
derelict land, to create a visually exciting and functionally
diverse environment
 To increase opportunities for sport and recreation, including
artistic and cultural events, and access
 To protect areas of high quality landscape or historical or
archaeological interest
 To protect sites of nature conservation value and create new
opportunities for nature conservation
 To provide new opportunities for educational use of the area,
and ensure the mosaic of habitats in the forest can be used for
the full range of environmental education needs of the
surrounding schools. Also to ensure that urban schools are not
disadvantaged in meeting the needs of the National Curriculum
 To protect the best agricultural land and increase opportunities
for farm diversification elsewhere in accordance with
Government agricultural and local planning policies
 To establish a supply of timber and other woodland products
 To achieve a high level of local community commitment to the
concept and involvement in its implementation
 To give public and private sector confidence in the long-term
prospects for the area and to provide a proper base for
investment. To improve the environment near housing and local
industry and to increase the value of properties and business
 To seek private sector support to implement the forest and to
invest in leisure and other relevant services
 To create jobs in the new woodland industries, both

No indicators or targets are
included in the document.

Take account of the aims
of the community forest

Take account of the
aims when
developing the SA
Framework
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Recommendations for
implementation are included.

The objectives of the plan
and the
recommendations for
implementation should be
taken into account in the
production of the local
plan.

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.

Information given on assets and
opportunities.

Take objectives and
opportunities into account
in producing the local
plan.

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.

management of woodland and use of the raw materials. To
create jobs in the leisure industry developed in and around the
Community Forest. To sustain other local jobs by providing an
outstanding environment as a comparative economic advantage
over competitor areas
 To complement the Government’s priorities for inner cities, by
providing for associated leisure and open space needs at the
physically closest locations
 To remain flexible in the light of changes, such as in the leisure
market

Bedfordshire and Luton Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan (2007) – Local Level
The objectives and detailed requirements that the Green
Infrastructure Consortium set out for the Plan can be summarised
as the following:
 To define strategic green infrastructure, assess existing
provision and identify deficiencies in strategic provision;
 To bring together and map available data and information on
existing strategic landscape, historic environment, biodiversity,
accessible greenspace and access route assets;
 To integrate opportunities for strategic enhancement of
landscape, historic environment, biodiversity, accessible
greenspace and access route resources, identified in
consultation with stakeholders through workshops;
 Using the analysis, to develop an integrated strategic green
infrastructure network that links in with similar strategic networks
in adjacent counties at the sub-regional scale.

Bedford Green Infrastructure Plan (2009) – Local Level
Complements the strategic green infrastructure plan, identifies
more detailed spatial priorities across Bedford borough and
provides detailed background information to support local plan
policies and proposals. Objectives:
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

There are no targets or indicators
in the Assessment.

Take account in
producing the Plan.

Consider if landscape
factors can be
included in
developing the SA
Framework.

N/A

Take account of
objectives in producing
the local plan.

Take account in
developing SA
Framework.

Take account of in
producing the local plan.

Take account in
developing SA
Framework.

 To protect and where possible enhance the rich landscape,
biodiversity and the historic environment of Bedford Borough.
 To provide new green infrastructure assets for both existing and
new communities
 To improve access and links for people and wildlife between
existing and proposed green infrastructure assets.
 To manage the green infrastructure network to high standards of
environmental quality and sustainability.
 To deliver integrated social, economic and environmental
benefits that contribute to the quality of life in Bedford borough.
 To minimise and mitigate the impacts of climate change.

Bedford Borough Landscape Character Assessment (2014) – Local Level
Sets detailed guidelines for landscape management in relation to
new development for individual landscape character areas.

Elstow Conservation Area Appraisal (2010) – Local Level
Provides a strategy for the management of Elstow Conservation
Area in a manner that will safeguard and enhance its character and
appearance. Key objectives:
 To define the special interest of Elstow Conservation Area by
analysing its historic development, uses, landscape setting,
views and spaces, and also through assessing the architectural
and historic qualities of its buildings.
 To identify neutral areas, negative features and spaces, and the
problems, pressures and capacity for change

Bedford Conservation Area Management Plan (2011) – Local Level
Seeks to provide a clear strategy for the management of Bedford
Conservation Area in a manner that will safeguard its character and
appearance.

N/A
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal
Biddenham Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan (2016) – Local Level

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Defines the special interest of Biddenham Conservation Area by
analysing its development, landscape setting, views and spaces
and through an assessment of its buildings. It is intended to assist
and guide all those involved with development and change and will
be used by the Council when considering development proposals.

Take account of in
producing the local plan.

Take account in
developing SA
Framework.

Take account of in
producing the local plan.

Take account in
developing SA
Framework.

Take account of in
producing the local plan.

Take account in
developing SA
Framework.

Take account of in
producing the local plan.

Take account in
developing SA
Framework.

N/A

Bletsoe Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan (2008) – Local Level
Outlines the historical development of Bletsoe and identifies the
surviving evidence. It identifies two main character areas, along
with important buildings and features. It describes the setting of the
village in the landscape of the Ouse valley and its place in notable
views. It contains management proposals for maintaining the
significance of the Conservation Area and enhancing its
appearance as opportunities arise.

N/A

Hinwick Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan (2016) – Local Level
Defines the special interest of the hamlet of Hinwick by analysing its N/A
historic development, landscape setting, views and spaces and
through the assessment of the architectural and historic qualities of
its buildings. The appraisal identifies positive, negative and neutral
features and spaces, and the problems, pressures and capacity for
change.

Stewartby Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan (2016) – Local Level
Defines the special interest of Stewartby Conservation Area by
N/A
analysing its historic development, landscape setting, views and
spaces and through the assessment of the architectural and historic
qualities of its buildings. The appraisal identifies positive, negative
and neutral features and spaces, and the problems, pressures and
capacity for change.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
South East Midlands Strategic Economic Plan, SEMLEP (2017) – Regional Level
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Priorities –
Targets included within priorities.
Growing business
1. To use our strengths in high-performance technology, including
Next Generation Transport, to deliver commercialisation of
innovation, driving growth within the Cambridge-Milton KeynesOxford Growth Corridor.
2. To deliver increased levels of private sector investment, including
Foreign Direct Investment into the area, and grow jobs by 10% by
2025.
3. To deliver greater trading activity between companies in our area
and elsewhere, with a special emphasis on emerging global
markets, but also working to retain good European links.
Growing people
4. To deliver an integrated and employer-led approach to skills
attainment to ensure that our population is aware of, and has the
attributes and competencies required for, a modern, competitive
economy.
This will comprise all pathways including delivery of 170,000
apprenticeships in the decade to 2025/26 and opportunities for upskilling, re-skilling and re-engagement.
Growing places
5. To deliver sufficient new homes – with 130,000 planned in the
decade to 2025/26 – to meet the needs of our growing population,
with an emphasis on accelerating the completion of units with
planning consent.
6. To deliver the infrastructure needed to achieve our full growth
potential, including East-West Rail and the Expressway, and muchimproved Broadband and wireless connections.
Crosscutting
7. To ensure that this growth is undertaken in a manner that
promotes social inclusion and environmental sustainability.

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Consider the plan when
developing the local plan

Take account in
developing SA
Framework.

Bedford Borough Local Economic Assessment (2010) – Local Level
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Core objectives - to:
 Provide a sound understanding of the economic conditions in
the area and how they affect residents and businesses;
 Identify the comparative strengths and weaknesses of the local
economy and the nature of challenges and opportunities;
 Identify the local economic geography, including the economic
linkages between the area and the wider economy; and
 Identify the local constraints to economic growth and
employment, and the risks and opportunities from sustainable
economic growth.

The assessment does not contain
targets or indicators.

Consider the assessment
when developing the local
plan

Take account in
developing SA
Framework.

Consider the strategy
when developing the local
plan

Take account of the
indicators when
developing the SA
Framework.

Bedford Borough Economic Development Strategy 2011-2014 – Local Level
Strategic objectives  Increase the Borough’s profile and image by marketing it as a
prime location and investment opportunity.
 Support business by encouraging high value added inward
investment, the retention and development of local businesses
and the establishment of new enterprises.
 Improve the town centre by delivering new investment and
maximising its townscape and heritage quality.
 Increase economic participation and develop a quality and
competitive workforce through education, skills development
and removing barriers to employment.
 Improve infrastructure in order to foster enterprise, encourage
investment and sustain economic growth.

Local ‘economic snapshot’
indicators
 Resident and business
perception of location.
 Net job growth.
 Key sector growth.
 Employment land developed.
 Planning applications received
and approved.
 Housing completions.
 Business and industry CO2
emissions per capita.
 Sites and premises enquiries
received and satisfied.
 Journey time indicator in peak
hour (congestion
management).
 Retail vacancy rate.
 Town Centre footfall.
 Tourist Information Centre
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Taking forward the
actions with spatial
planning implications, the
Plan should support the
aims of the plan action,
including to
 Support growth of
start-up and existing
businesses
 Bring forward
employment sites
faster
 Attract inward
investment
 Promote vitality of
Bedford’s Town Centre
 Regenerate older
industrial estates.

Take account of
actions when
developing the SA
Framework.

Take account of the
guidance when
developing the local plan

Take account of the
guidance when
developing the SA

visitor numbers.
 16-19 year olds Not in
Education, Employment or
Training (NEET).
 Apprenticeship performance.
 Local area deprivation.

Bedford Growth Plan 2014 Stimulating Economic Growth – Local Level
Focuses on 5 priority areas:
 Increasing the Borough’s profile and image by marketing it as a
prime location and investment opportunity;
 Supporting business by encouraging high value added inward
investment, the retention and development of local
 businesses and the establishment of new enterprises;
 Improving the town centre by delivering new investment and
maximising its townscape and heritage quality;
 Increasing economic participation and developing a quality and
competitive workforce through education, skills
 development and removing barriers to employment; and
 Improving the infrastructure in order to foster enterprise,
encourage investment and sustain economic growth.

30 key actions are set out in order
to target and stimulate private
sector growth for business rate
maximisation and associated
economic benefits, aiming to:
 Support growth of start-up and
existing businesses
 Bring forward employment
sites faster
 Promote vitality of Bedford’s
Town Centre
 Regenerate older industrial
estates
 Attract inward investment.

ENERGY
National Policy Statements for Energy Infrastructure EN-1 – EN-6 (2011) – National Level
Sets out the need for all types of new energy infrastructure and
gives guidance on how to assess the impacts of energy
infrastructure development.

There are no targets or indicators
within this document.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal
Framework.

HOUSING
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, DCLG (2015) – National Level
This document sets out the Government’s planning policy for
traveller sites. Key aims include:
 That local planning authorities should make their own
assessment of need for the purposes of planning
 To ensure that local planning authorities, working
collaboratively, develop fair and effective strategies to meet
need through the identification of land for sites
 To encourage local planning authorities to plan for sites over a
reasonable timescale
 That plan-making and decision-taking should protect Green Belt
from inappropriate development
 To promote more private traveller site provision while
recognising that there will always be those travellers who cannot
provide their own sites
 That plan-making and decision-taking should aim to reduce the
number of unauthorised developments and encampments and
make enforcement more effective
 For local planning authorities to ensure that their Local Plan
includes fair, realistic and inclusive policies
 To increase the number of traveller sites in appropriate locations
with planning permission, to address under provision and
maintain an appropriate level of supply
 To reduce tensions between settled and traveller communities in
plan-making and planning decisions
 To enable provision of suitable accommodation from which
travellers can access education, health, welfare and
employment infrastructure

No targets or indicators are
included in the document.

The local plan needs to
address traveller
accommodation needs in
line with guidance
contained in this
document to ensure that
local need is met.

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Take account of
objectives and key
actions when developing
the local plan

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.

 For local planning authorities to have due regard to the
protection of local amenity and local environment.

Bedford Borough Housing Strategy Review 2016-20 (2016) – Local Level
Key objectives –
 Recognise that housing development in Bedford Borough will
continue to be private sector lead development primarily
targeted at owner-occupiers and that the continued support for
access to the sector provided through mechanisms like Help to
Buy is important to maintaining the delivery of new housing.
 Support the development of the private rented sector in Bedford
Borough and engage with it positively while continuing to use
powers available to the Council to support high standards and
tackle rogue landlords.
 Respond positively to changes to the planning system to support
the increased opportunities and flexibilities to deliver new
housing. A proactive response will place the Council in the best
position to shape the development to meet the needs of the
community.
 Bring forward a mixed range of schemes that include urban
schemes, sustainable urban extensions and schemes in the
more sustainable villages.
 Support the development of self-build and custom build
schemes which can facilitate local small and medium size
enterprises and a broader range of sites.
 Recognise that only viable schemes will deliver affordable
housing. This means that schemes must be large enough to
generate an affordable housing requirement, in areas with
values that will support the delivery of affordable housing, and
free of infrastructure requirements which will undermine the
viability of the schemes.
 Recognise that with limited Government funding housing

Key actions are identified.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal










Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Take account of the
strategy when developing
the local plan

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.

associations will be more cautious about development
commitments and the creation of a positive environment to
support that investment is essential.
Identify land in the Council’s ownership and work with other
public agencies to deliver additional land for housing and to
bring forward schemes. Use the Council’s land assets to support
the delivery of housing, particularly affordable housing.
Consider direct engagement in bringing forward housing
developments through new investment vehicles created by the
Council or in partnership.
Continue to address long-term empty properties.
Identify previously developed land and buildings that could be
made available for residential use and work proactively to
address the challenges in bringing them back into use.
Support the development of master-planning for areas of growth
including areas identified in the Town Centre Area Action Plan.
Consider the development of delivery mechanisms in relation to
these proposals and the potential use of compulsory purchase
powers.
Identify the most effective ways in which changes to the mix of
accommodation available can meet the needs of those who
need care and support.

Bedford Borough Empty Homes Strategy 2013-2017 (2013) – Local Level
Forms an important element of the Council’s overarching Housing
Strategy along with other strategies and policies for preventing
homelessness, allocations and tenancies and private sector
housing.
Key objectives 1. Reduce the number of long term empty homes in the Borough
2. Raise awareness of empty property as a wasted resource
3. Improve the supply of decent affordable private sector rented
homes available to people in housing need.

Reduction in long term empty
homes.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

The plan should take
account of the objectives
and findings of the
strategy.

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.

4. Consider whether enforcement action is appropriate and value
for money
5. To improve and maintain the data collected on empty homes

Bedford Borough Homelessness Strategy 2016-21 (2016) – Local Level
Key objectives –
 To continue to prevent homelessness and help people sustain
their tenancies by early intervention and providing good quality
advice and support services.
 To ensure that there is sufficient supply of temporary
accommodation for those who are homeless.
 To commission support services for people who are homeless or
those at risk of homelessness.
 To support an appropriate range of hostel and specialist
accommodation including the provision of a Complex Needs
Unit.
 Continue to take a proactive and innovative approach to dealing
with the impact of welfare reform to ensure its potential to impact
on homelessness is minimised.
 To encourage the provision of debt and welfare rights advice
services.
 To work to inform expectations surrounding housing availability
and tenure particularly among young people.
 To provide continuing support for young people at risk of
homelessness.
 To look for new and innovative ways to prevent homelessness
and help tenants remain in their homes.
 To continue to work with owner occupiers at risk of mortgage
repossession.
 To maintain a pro-active approach to reducing rough sleeping.
 Continue to support families who have suffered domestic abuse.
 To improve information sharing regarding release programmes

Action plan includes specific
targets.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

No targets or indicators are
included in the document.

Take account of
information in
assessment of housing
need.

None

No targets or indicators are
included in the document.

Ensure local plan reflects
the aims of the Noise
Policy Statement.

Take account of the
aims when
developing the SA
Framework.

for people leaving Care and institutions’ such as the Hospital,
Prison and the Armed Forces.
 To ensure that the homelessness services offered by Bedford
Borough Council are available equally to all members of the
community.
 To continue to support the Mental Health Partnership to rehouse
single people with mental health problems, and provide ongoing
support from mental health professionals to help maintain
tenancies created.

Bedford Strategic Housing Market Assessment Update (2016) – Local Level
Updates the 2015 SHMA, setting out –
 The Objectively Assessed Need for housing based on the most
up-to-date information available in accordance with the NPPF.
 The need for affordable housing.
 The need for older person housing.

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH
Noise Policy Statement for England (March 2010)
Sets out the long term vision of Government noise policy, which is
supported by the following aims:
Through the effective management and control of environmental,
neighbour and neighbourhood noise within the context of
Government policy on sustainable development:
 Avoid significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life;
 Mitigate and minimise adverse impacts on health and quality of
life; and
 Where possible, contribute to the improvement of health and
quality of life.

Bedford Borough Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2014) – Local Level
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Outlines priorities for improving the health and wellbeing of all
people living in the borough.
 Give every child the best start in life.
 Support mental health and wellbeing throughout life.
 Reduce premature mortality, by helping people to live longer
and more healthy lives.
 Create a thriving and sustainable environment in which
communities can flourish.
 Help older people to maintain a healthy, independent life for as
long as possible.

Also sets detailed objectives.

Seek to support the
achievement public
health priorities in
developing the local plan.

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.

Needs assessment.

Take account of identified
needs and information
sources.

Take account of
identified needs and
information sources.

Affirms the Government’s
overarching commitment to rural
communities, setting out a vision
of successful rural businesses
and thriving rural communities in
a living, working countryside.

Ensure that local plan
contributes to achieving
the vision.

Take into account
when developing the
SA Framework.

Bedford Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (2017) – Local Level
Local assessment of current and future health and social care
needs used to inform and develop the locally agreed health and
wellbeing priorities within the Health and Wellbeing Strategy.

RURAL ISSUES
The Rural Statement 2012 (DEFRA) – National Level
The Rural Statement sets out Government’s support for rural areas,
underlining its commitment through the broad range of policies from
across the different Government departments. It is based around
three key priorities:
 Economic growth - we want rural businesses to make a
sustainable contribution to national growth
 Rural engagement - we want to engage directly with rural
communities so that they can see that Government is on their
side; and
 Quality of life - we want rural people to have fair access to public
services and to be actively engaged in shaping the places in
which they live.
It recognises that local government, the voluntary sector and the
private sector each have a crucial role in delivering the services
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

The local plan should
take account of these
objectives.

Take into account
when developing the
SA Framework.

Take account of priorities
and objectives when
developing the local plan

Take into account
when developing the
SA Framework.

Take account of the plan
when developing the local
plan.

Take into account
when developing the
SA Framework.

that rural people depend upon, and it highlights the policies and
good practice that are helping people to take local action.

COMMUNITY SAFETY AND SOCIAL INCLUSIVENESS
A New Approach to Fighting Crime, Home Office (2011)– National Level
Sets out the government’s new approach to fighting crime that
involves a shift of power from central government to local
communities and seeks:
 Local accountability
 Increased transparency
 Engaged and active communities
 Local, professional discretion
 Improved efficiency in the police
 Prevention as well as cure
 Criminal justice system reform
 A new focus on serious and organised crime.

No target or indicators are
contained in this document.

Bedford Borough Community Safety Partnership Strategic Plan 2017-2020 (2017) – Local Level
Strategic priorities are identified as follows:
 Anti-social behaviour.
 Domestic abuse.
 Crimes associated to vulnerable groups.
Further detailed objectives are defined for each strategic priority.

Bedfordshire Police and Crime Plan (2016) – Local Level
Sets out the strategic direction for policing and explains priorities.
1. A return of more visible community policing across the county.
2. To re-build public confidence in Bedfordshire police.
3. To ensure that the police are available when we need them
most.
4. Putting victims at the centre of the way we police and prosecute.
5. A fair deal on policing wherever you live – in the town or country.
6. Protecting the police to protect the public with a proper duty of
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

care.
7. Genuinely being a commissioner for all communities.
8. Working with partners to break the cycle of serial offending and
to prevent crime where possible.

TRANSPORT
Door to Door: A strategy for improving sustainable transport integration, DfT (2013) – National Level
Strategy focuses on four core areas to be addressed so that people
can be confident in choosing sustainable transport:
 Accurate, accessible and reliable information about the different
transport options for their journey.
 Convenient and affordable tickets, for an entire journey.
 Regular and straightforward connections at all stages of the
journey and between different modes of transport.
 Safe and comfortable transport facilities.
Includes action plan which monitors progress.

The local plan should:
 Support delivery of
sustainable transport
measures.
 Contribute to the
creation of a high
quality cycling and
walking environment,
increasing
accessibility.
 Ensure that new
developments are
located at the best
place to make use of
public transport.
 Ensure that local
amenities are within
walking and cycling
distances where
possible to reduce
congestion.

Take account of the
strategy when
developing the SA
Framework.

Strategic Road Network and the Delivery of Sustainable Development, DfT (2013) – National Level
Sets out guidance for plan-making and development management
in relation to the strategic road network. Particularly requires local

None.

Local plan to take
account of national policy

Take into account
when developing SA
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

authorities to identify and support a pattern of development that
minimises trip generation at source and encourages the use of
sustainable modes of transport, minimises journey lengths for
employment, shopping, leisure, education and other activities, and
promotes accessibility for all.

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

in relation to A1 and A421
and promote sustainable
transport solutions.

Framework.

Take account of the plan
in developing the local
plan.

Take account of the
objectives and
indicators when
developing the SA
Framework.

Bedford Local Transport Plan 2011-2021 (2011) – Local Level
Sets out the long term transport strategy and contains an
implementation plan designed to tackle transport problems.
Objectives  To provide a reliable and efficient transport system, in order to
support a strong local economy and facilitate sustainable
growth.
 To deliver improvements that encourage a reduction in transport
emissions and greenhouse gases, in order to tackle climate
change and develop a low carbon community capable of
adapting to the impacts of climate change.
 To promote greater equality of opportunity by providing
opportunities for all residents to access key services and
facilities.
 To contribute to better safety, security and health by reducing
death, injury or illness from transport and promoting travel
modes that are beneficial to health.
 To encourage and support a sustainable transport system that
contributes to a healthy natural and urban environment.
 To gain a better understanding of travel behaviour in and out of
the Borough, in order to make informed decisions on how
people can be encouraged to make “smarter” sustainable travel
choices.
Includes 8 key supporting strategies –
 Active Travel Strategy
 Freight Strategy

Key performance indictors include
the following
K1 Walking trips
K2 Cycling trips
K3 Journey time indicator in peak
hour (congestion management)
K4 Use of public transport bus
services
K5 Rail passengers
K6 Reported road casualties /
incidents
K7 Children travelling to school by
sustainable mode
K8 Access for all Borough
residents to key services by
public transport (bus), walking
and cycling
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal







Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

None.

Take into account in
developing the local plan.

Take into account
when developing the
SA Framework.

None.

Take into account in
developing the local plan.

Take into account
when developing the
SA Framework.

 Reduce household waste not
re-used, recycled or
composted (22.2 million
tonnes in 2000) to 15.8 by
2010 and to 12.2 by 2020.
 Recycling and composting of
household waste 40% by
2010, 45% by 2015 and 50%
by 2020.
 Recovery of municipal waste
53% by 2010, 67% by 2015
and 75% by 2020.

Seek to contribute to the
national waste targets
and objectives.

Take account of the
objectives when
developing the SA
Framework.

Network Management Strategy
Parking Strategy
Passenger Transport Strategy
Road Safety Strategy
Sustainable Modes of Travel Strategy (to school)
Transport Asset Management Plan.

WASTE
Waste Management Plan for England, DEFRA (2013)
Provides an analysis of the current waste management situation in
England, and evaluates how the high-level plan will support
implementation of the objectives and provisions of the EU Waste
Framework Directive.

National Policy for Waste, DCLG (2014)
Sets out the government’s waste planning policies which local
planning authorities should have regard to when preparing local
plans and determining planning applications.

Waste Strategy for England, DEFRA (2007) – National Level
Key objectives:
 decouple waste growth (in all sectors) from economic growth
and put more emphasis on waste prevention and re use;
 meet and exceed the Landfill Directive diversion targets for
biodegradable municipal waste in 2010, 2013 and 2020;
 Increase diversion from landfill of non-municipal waste and
secure better integration of treatment for municipal and nonmunicipal waste;
 secure the investment in infrastructure needed to divert waste
from landfill and for the management of hazardous waste;
 get the most environmental benefit from that investment,
through increased recycling or resources and recovery of energy
from residual waste using a mix of technologies.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal
Bedfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan: Strategic Sites and Policies (2014) – Local Level

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

This plan is prepared jointly by Bedford Borough Council, Central
Bedfordshire Council and Luton Borough Council
Objectives –
 Promote the reduction of waste arisings.
 Manage sustainably as much waste as possible arising from
within the plan area, and take a small and diminishing
apportionment of London wastes for landfilling.
 Move away from dependence upon landfilling.
 Provide greater capacity for the recovery of materials and
energy.
 Protect and enhance the biodiversity and landscape fabric of the
plan area.
 Protect and enhance the safety of the road network in the plan
area.
 Protect and enhance the cultural, social and environmental
heritage of the plan area.
 Provide a network of facilities which are close to waste arisings,
and suitable road networks so as to reduce transport issues and
support the carbon agenda, appropriate to the kind of waste to
be managed.

Interaction between
policies of this plan with
the local plan should be
considered.

Secondary,
cumulative and
synergistic effects
should be
considered.

Take account of the
strategy when producing
the local plan.

Take account of the
strategy when
developing the SA
Framework.

Take account when

Take account when

Includes detailed indicators and
targets for policies.

WATER AND SOIL
Future water: The Government’s water strategy for England, DEFRA,(2011) – National Level
Sets out the Government’s plans for water in the future and the
practical steps that it will take to ensure that good clean water is
available for people, businesses and nature. It looks ahead to 2030
and describes the water supply system the government wants to
see then and how to get there.

The document does not include
any indicators or targets

Groundwater Protection Guides, Environment Agency (2017) – National Level
A series of guides covering: requirements, permissions, risk

Sets out detailed guidance.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

assessments and controls. Set out the Environment Agency’s:
 aims and objectives for groundwater
 technical approach to its management and protection
 position and approach to the application of relevant legislation
 the tools used by the Environment Agency to do its work
 technical guidance for groundwater specialists.

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

producing the local plan.

developing the SA
Framework.

Take account of water
improvement measures in
preparing the local plan

Take into account
when developing the
SA Framework.

Take account of the
management plan when
producing the local plan.

Take account of the
objectives and
indicators when
developing the SA
Framework.

Anglian River Basin Management Plan (2009) – Regional Level
Prepared under the Water Framework Directive, the Plan
addresses pressures facing the water environment in the Anglian
River Basin District, and the actions that will address them.

None

Great Ouse Catchment Flood Management Plan, Environment Agency (2011) – Regional Level








Minimise flood related risks to the population.
Minimise community disruption from flooding.
Manage flood risk to critical infrastructure.
Manage flood risk to sites of cultural heritage and landscape.
Minimise the economic impacts of flooding to properties.
Minimise the economic impacts of flooding to agriculture.
Ensure future investment in the catchment is proportional to the
risk.
 Manage flood risk to habitats and species.
 Protect and improve hydromorphology and geomorphology in
accordance with the objectives of the Water Framework
Directive, by seeking to reduce maintenance and utilising natural
methods of flood alleviation where possible.
 Protect and improve water quality in accordance with the
objectives of the Water Framework Directive.

 The number of people at risk
in the fluvial 1% AEP and
0.5% AEP tidal (King’s Lynn
and the Fens only) floods.
 The percentage area of
flooding during the 1% AEP
fluvial and 0.5% AEP tidal
(King’s Lynn and the Fens
only) flood events where depth
exceeds one metre. Velocity of
flows.
 Flood warning lead times.
 Flood warning coverage.
 The number of properties at
risk during the 1% AEP fluvial
and 0.5% AEP tidal (King’s
Lynn and the Fens only) flood.
 The duration of flooding (<1
day, 1 day to 5 days, > 5
days).
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

 The number of community
infrastructure at risk during the
1% AEP fluvial and 0.5% AEP
tidal (King’s Lynn and the
Fens only) flood.
 The number of people at risk
with a high or very high social
flood vulnerability index (SFVI)
during the 1% AEP fluvial and
0.5% AEP tidal (King’s Lynn
and the Fens only) flood
events.
 Scale of disruption.
 The number of critical
infrastructure at risk during the
1% AEP fluvial and 0.5% AEP
tidal (King’s Lynn and the
Fens only) flood events.
 The length of motorway, A
road and railway at risk where
depths exceed 0.2m during
the 1% AEP fluvial and 0.5%
AEP tidal (King’s Lynn and the
Fens only) flood events.
 The number of scheduled
ancient monuments at risk
during the 1% AEP fluvial and
0.5% AEP tidal (King’s Lynn
and the Fens only) flood
events.
 The percentage area of
AONBs at risk.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

 The total economic damages
to properties during the 1%
AEP fluvial and 0.5% AEP
tidal (King’s Lynn and the
Fens only) flood events.
 The estimated damage to
agriculture.
 Proportion Grade 1, 2, 3 and 4
agricultural land at risk during
the 1% AEP fluvial and 0.5%
AEP tidal (King’s Lynn and the
Fens only) flood events.
 Expenditure on flood risk
management activities.
 Benefits to people and
property compared to the
undefended situation.
 The number Ramsar, SACs,
SPAs, SSSIs at risk during the
1% AEP fluvial and 0.5% AEP
tidal (King’s Lynn and the
Fens only) flood events.
 Proportion of Ramsar, SAC,
SPA, SSSI at risk.
 Number of impoundments and
control structures.
 Proportion of channel and
bank side that is physically
modified.
 Length of channel subject to
physical or hydraulic
intervention as part of
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Take account of the plan
when preparing the local
plan.

Take account of the
objectives and
indicators when
developing the SA
Framework.

Key performance measures  Numbers and mix of people
using the river.
 User satisfaction.
 Achieving waterway
standards.
 Enhanced biodiversity,
heritage and landscape value.

Take account of the plan
when preparing the local
plan.

Take account of the
objectives and
indicators when
developing the SA
Framework.

There are no targets or indicators.
in the document.

The Plan sets out
potential sites for
strategic water facilities.

The purpose of the
plan should be
considered when
developing the SA
Framework.

operations / maintenance
regime.
 Area of land affected by
flooding where diffuse
pollution is a pressure.
 Number of sites that are
vulnerable to flooding and
could cause pollution.

Water Resources Management Plan, Anglian Water (2015) – Regional Level
Identifies the water supply area and forecasts water demand and
supply over a 25 year period. Identifies preferred options to
manage demand and provide supply.

Sets targets for leakage
reduction, metering and other
water saving measures.

River Great Ouse Waterway Plan, Environment Agency (2006) – Local Level
Objectives  Improve and promote access and information for all users (on
water and land).
 Improve and maintain the river infrastructure and facilities and
services for all users.
 Contribute to enhanced biodiversity, heritage and landscape
value in the waterway corridor.
 Increase use of the river and its corridor.

The Marston Vale Surface Waters Plan (2002) – Local Level
Purposes of the plan include –
 Publicise and promote the policies of the Surface Waters Group.
 Identify positive solutions for dealing with the potentially adverse
impact of development pressure on the watercourses and other
open water bodies in the Marston Vale.
 Encourage schemes that result in a range of benefits, having
regard to the variety of functions of the surface waters including
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

discharge of surface water run-off, flood risk management, and
environmental and recreational asset.
 Support adopted and emerging local plan policies dealing with
flooding and surface water drainage and to assist with the
consideration of development proposals.
 Provide guidance to landowners and developers on approaches
to surface water management that the members of the Surface
Waters Group would be likely to support.

Upper Ouse and Bedford Ouse Catchment Area Management Strategy, Environment Agency (2005) – Local Level
Vision – to ensure that water resources are managed sustainably
for the future, with due regard for environmental, abstractors and
other water users’ needs.

There are no relevant key targets
or indicators.

The strategy sets out how
much water is available in
the catchment and the
Environment Agency’s
strategy for managing
water resources until
2009.

Take account of
when developing the
SA Framework.

Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire Northern Area Detailed Water Cycle Study (2012) – Local Level
Identifies the strategic water services infrastructure improvements
required to meet future development.

There are no relevant key targets
or indicators.

Take account of the plan
when considering land
requirements.

Take account of
when developing the
SA Framework.

Upper River Great Ouse Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (2011) – Local Level
Collates information on past (historic) and future (potential) floods,
to identify Flood Risk Areas and enable the preparation of Flood
Risk Management Plans where required for Bedford Borough,
Central Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes Councils.

There are no targets or indicators.

Take account of the
assessment when
developing the SA
Framework.

CLIMATE CHANGE
Bedford Climate Change Strategy 2012/13-2015/16 – Local Level

35

Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Energy Efficiency
 Reduce the carbon emissions from the Council’s buildings
(including schools).
 Support the communities and businesses of Bedford Borough to
reduce energy consumption and mitigate climate change.
 Advise and support residents of the Borough to help them to
affordably heat their homes.
Renewable Energy
 Increase the use and provision for renewable energy within the
Borough.
Emissions from Transport
 Reduce greenhouse emissions from vehicles through transport
planning and the use of alternative fuels and technologies;
 Improve and promote a safe and convenient walking, cycling
and public transport network; and
 Ensure that new developments are located and designed to
encourage the use of public transport, walking and cycling.
Adapting to Climate Change
 Prepare and adapt the Council’s services to the possible
impacts of climate change.
 Support the residents and businesses of the Borough to prepare
and increase their resilience to the possible impacts of climate
change.
Waste
 Minimise waste sent to landfill from the council, and the
residents and businesses of the Borough.
 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from waste disposal.
Water
 Reduce water usage and conserve water where possible within
the Council and encourage residents and businesses to be
water efficient.

To achieve the Council’s 40%
aspirational carbon reduction
target

Take account of the
strategy when producing
the local plan

Take account of the
when developing the
SA Framework.
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Key objectives relevant to the local plan and sustainability
appraisal

Key targets and indicators
relevant to the local plan and
sustainability appraisal

Implications for the
local plan

Implications for
sustainability
appraisal

Purchasing
 Seek to minimise the Council's impact on the environment when
procuring, by ensuring the optimum levels of sustainability are
achieved.
Sustainable Building Development
 Promote the construction of carbon neutral building
developments in the Borough
 Encourage the installation of measures to new and existing
buildings to improve their energy efficiency, sustainability and
adaptability to climate change.

In addition to the above local, regional and national policies, plans and programmes, the following international plans/directives are
considered to be relevant. Relevant international plans and policy have been transposed into national plans, policy and legislation.
General

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Economy
Energy
Water

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WWSD),
Johannesburg – Commitments arising from the Johannesburg Summit
UN Millennium Declaration and Millennium Development Goals
Kyoto Protocol and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
2015 International Climate Change Agreement: Shaping international
climate policy beyond 2020
Paris Agreement - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, 2015
Europe 2020 Growth Strategy
Directive to promote electricity from renewable energy (2001/77/EC)
Directive for the promotion of bio-fuels for transport (2003/30/EC)
Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)
Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC)
Water pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources: Nitrates
Directive (91/676/EEC)
Bathing Water Quality Directive (Council Directive 76/160/EEC)
Drinking Water Directive (98/83/EC)
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Air

Land use

Biodiversity,
flora and
fauna

Waste

15. Groundwater Directive 2006/118/EC
16. Floods Directive (2007/60/EC)
17. EU Air Quality Framework and Daughter Directives (96/62/EC)
(1999/30/EC) (2000/69/EC) (2002/3/EC) (2004/107/EC)
18. Thematic Strategy on air pollution 2005
19. EU Directive 2003/35/EC (amended version of Environmental Impact
Assessment – EIA Directive 85/337/EEC)
20. Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2001/42/EC)
21. The European Landscape Convention, 2011
22. Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds
23. Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of
Wild
24. Our life insurance, our natural capital: An EU biodiversity strategy to
2020
25. Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds
26. Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, 1979
27. Ramsar Convention on wetlands of international importance especially
as waterfowl habitat, 1971
28. Bonn Convention on the Conservation of migratory species of wild
animals, 1979
29. Directive 2008/98/EC on waste and repealing certain Directives
30. Framework waste directive (Directive 75/442/EEC as amended)
31. Directive 99/31/EC on the landfill of waste
32. Packaging and packaging waste directive (94/62/EC as amended)
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Appendix 2
Baseline information
Note. General baseline information is presented in the first table, followed by data for the sustainability appraisal framework
indicators in a second table.
Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS
Proportion of
energy from
renewable
sources

n/a

UK electricity generated from
renewable sources
2016 – 24.5%
2015 – 24.6%
2014 – 19.1%
2013 – 14.9%
2012 – 11.3%
2011 – 9.2%
2009 – 6.7%
2008 – 5.6%
2007 – 5.0%
2006 – 4.6%
2005 – 4.3%

national increase
in renewable
energy until 2015
when slight fall
(caused by lower
rainfall and wind
speeds off-setting
increase in
capacity)

no impact on
national trends

several wind and
solar renewable
energy schemes
have been approved
locally

Digest of
UK energy
statistics,
DBEIS

Agricultural land
quality

Bedford borough 2017
hectares / % of area

Bedfordshire 2017

n/a
data published
2013

best quality
agricultural
land at risk
from
development

Bedford has smaller
% grade 1 and grade
3, but greater %
grade 2 land than the
county overall

Natural
England

Grade 1 1,153 (2.4%)
Grade 2 22,796 (48.1%)
Grade 3 17,456 (36.8%)
Grade 4 274 (0.6%)

Grade 1 3.2%
Grade 2 32.7%
Grade 3 45.2%
Grade 4 3.0%
Non agricultural 8.9%
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Indicator

Electricity
consumption

Local data

Comparator data

Non-agricultural 3,202
(6.8%)
Urban 2,550 (5.4%)

Urban 7.0%

2015
domestic sales – 284 GWh;
no MPANs – 71,000;
commercial / industrial
sales – 561 GWh; no
MPANs – 6,000; total sales
– 844 GWh; total MPANs –
75,000; domestic sales per
consumer – 4,017;
commercial / industrial
sales per consumer –
95,958

2013
domestic sales – 280 GWh;
no MPANs – 69,000;
commercial / industrial sales
– 435 GWh; no MPANs –
6,000; total sales – 715
GWh; total MPANs – 75,000;
domestic sales per consumer
– 4,034; commercial /
industrial sales per consumer
– 76,514
2011
domestic sales – 283 GWh;
no MPANs – 68,000;
commercial / industrial sales
– 389 GWh; no MPANs –
6,000; total sales – 672
GWh; total MPANs – 73,000;
domestic sales per consumer
– 4,168; commercial /
industrial sales per consumer
– 70,632

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

domestic –
number of
customers
increasing, sales
per customer
falling

the trend is
increasing
total
consumption
because the
total amount
of
development
in the borough
is unlikely to
be affected by
no plan

number of consumers
increasing, total
energy consumption
increasing

Subnational
electricity
consumptio
n statistics,
BEIS

commercial /
industrial –
number of
customers
steady, sales per
customer
increasing

2009
domestic sales – 282GWh;
no MPANs – 66,000;
commercial / industrial sales
– 409 GWh; no MPANs –
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

domestic –
number of
customers
increasing, sales
per customer
falling

the trend is
increasing
total
consumption
because the
total amount
of
development
in the borough
is unlikely to
be affected by
no plan

number of consumers
increasing, total
energy consumption
increasing

Subnational
gas
consumptio
n statistics,
BEIS

5,000; total sales – 691
GWh; total MPANs – 71,000;
domestic sales per consumer
– 4,272; commercial /
industrial sales per consumer
– 76,865
Gas consumption

2015
domestic sales – 785 GWh;
no consumers – 59,000;
commercial / industrial
sales – 288 GWh; no
consumers – 1,000; total
sales – 1,073 GWh; total
consumers – 60,000;
domestic sales per
consumer – 13,338 KWh;
commercial / industrial
sales per consumer –
440,625 KWh

2013
domestic sales – 789 GWh;
no consumers – 58,000;
commercial / industrial sales
– 321 GWh; no consumers –
1,000; total sales – 1,110
GWh; total consumers –
58,000; domestic sales per
consumer – 13,702 KWh;
commercial / industrial sales
per consumer – 439,217
KWh
2011
domestic sales – 798 GWh;
no consumers – 56,000;
commercial / industrial sales
– 319 GWh; no consumers –
1,000; total sales – 1,117
GWh; total consumers –
57,000; domestic sales per
consumer – 14,203 KWh;
commercial / industrial sales
per consumer – 421,228
KWh

commercial /
industrial –
number of
customers
steady, sales per
customer
increasing
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

increasing

the trend is
increasing
total
consumption
because the
total amount
of
development
in the borough
is unlikely to
be affected by
no plan and
more
dispersed
distribution
may result in
more travel
the trend is
increasing
recycling

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

2009
domestic sales – 851 GWh;
no consumers – 55,000;
commercial / industrial sales
– 327 GWh; no consumers –
1,000; total sales – 1,178
GWh; total consumers –
56,000; domestic sales per
consumer – 15,393 KWh;
commercial / industrial sales
per consumer – 432,023
KWh
Transport energy
consumption

2015 (tonnes oil equivalent)
Personal – 62,852
Freight – 29,266
Total – 92,119

2013 (tonnes oil equivalent)
Personal – 59,977
Freight – 26,468
Total – 86,446
2011 (tonnes oil equivalent)
Personal – 57,552
Freight – 24,775
Total – 82,372
2009 (tonnes oil equivalent)
Personal – 59,630
Freight – 24,758
Total – 84,388

Recycling of
household waste

2016/17 – 40.7%

2014/15 – 37.8%
2012/13 – 39.2%
2010/11 – 39.1%

recycling
increasing

Subnational
road
transport
fuel
consumptio
n statistics,
BEIS

improving sustainable
waste management

BBC
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

2007/8 – 30.9%

Annual average
concentration of
nitrogen dioxide
3
(ug/m )

Site 30 (High St – Collins
Jewellers)
2015 – 41
Site 20 (Prebend St)
2015 – 48
National target –
3
nitrogen dioxide 40g.m
(annual mean)

Site 30 (High St – Collins
Jewellers)
2014 – 41
2013 – 50
2012 – 56
2011 – 52
2010 – 46
2009 – 50
2008 – 49

national target
exceeded but
trend since 2012
is decreasing
nitrogen dioxide

Site 20 (Prebend St)
2014 – 52
2013 – 57
2012 – 68
2011 – 62
2010 – 54
2009 – 59
2008 – 57
Number of
dwellings in flood
zones 2 and
3a/3b

2017 properties at risk in:
Flood zone 2: 1,769 of
which 1,110 in Bedford
Flood zone 3: 322 of which
68 in Bedford

n/a

n/a

Trend if no
plan
because the
total amount
of
development
in the borough
is unlikely to
be affected by
no plan
the trend is
continued
reduction in
nitrogen
dioxide due to
changes in
transport
technology,
however this
might be
slower than
with the plan
which aims to
encourage
non-car travel

the trend is no
increase in
number of
dwellings at
risk because
of government

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

AQMA designated for
Bedford town centre
in 2009

BBC

inappropriate new
development should
be directed away
from areas liable to
flood in accordance
with government

Environme
nt Agency
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Ecological status
of water bodies

2015 WFD status
Begwary Brook – good
Cople Brook – good
Elstow Brook – moderate
BromhamBrook – moderate
Pertenhallbrook – moderate
Kym (and Til) – moderate
Renhold Brook– moderate
Sharn Brook – moderate
Duloe Brook – moderate
Ouse – moderate
Colmworth Brook – poor
Harrowden Brook - bad

n/a

n/a

Presence of
European Eel in
water bodies

2015
Longholme

2011
Turvey, Oakley, Kempston
Mill

2014
Turvey

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

policies
risk of
declining
quality

policy
opportunity for plan to
include policies that
prevent harmful
impact from
development

declining
presence

risk of
declining
quality

opportunity for plan to
include policies that
prevent harmful
impact from
development

Environme
nt Agency

2009
Turvey, Oakley

Data
source
Environme
nt Agency

Groundwater
quality and
quantity

chemical composition of
groundwater monitored by
EA at 7 locations.

latest information available
for Kempston Brickworks BH
(2011) shows some
exceedance of drinking water
standards

n/a

risk of
declining
quality

opportunity for plan to
include policies that
prevent harmful
impact from
development

Environme
nt Agency

Water savings
through efficiency
measures

2010
Domestic consumption
unmetered - 178.63
metered - 129.53
Total – 308.16

2008
Domestic consumption
unmetered -161.28
metered - 143.97
Total – 305.25

water
consumption
increasing
(although there
has been a

the trend is
increasing
total
consumption
because the

opportunity for plan to
include policies that
reduce consumption
through efficiency
measures

Anglian
Water
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Non-household
consumption
unmetered – 617.97
metered – 2507.82
Total – 3125.79

Non-household consumption
unmetered – 554.59
metered – 2815.12
Total – 3369.71

decrease in
metered water
consumption
since 2008)

total amount
of
development
in the borough
is unlikely to
be affected by
no plan

SSSI condition
decline
LNR area
increase

variable

Note that all figures
are for the Ruthamford
water resource zone which
includes Bedford.

Designated
wildlife sites

Designated
heritage assets

2006
Domestic consumption
unmetered - 155.81
metered - 126.48
Total – 282.29
Non-household consumption
unmetered – 175.44
metered – 2708.92
Total – 2884.36

SSSI 2017
166.7 hectares
31.0% in favourable
condition

% SSSI area in favourable
condition
2012 – 30.9%
2010 - 29.4%
2007 - 72.6%
2005 - 74%

LNR 2017
114.7 hectares

LNR
2010 – 114.6 ha
2008 – 55.2 ha
2004 – 54.8 ha

2017
listed buildings – 1326
scheduled monuments – 69
conservation areas –
28
registered parks and

2013
listed buildings – 1328
scheduled monuments – 69
conservation areas –
27
registered parks and gardens

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

risk of
declining
quality

SSSI decline due to
resurvey of one site,
opportunity for plan to
include policies to
protect designated
sites

Natural
England

not affected by
plan

opportunity to
increase protection
for historic
environment

The
National
Heritage
List for
England,
Historic
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

gardens – 8

–5

Non-designated
heritage assets

2017
2861 buildings and
structures recorded on the
Bedford Historic
Environment Record as
being of local interest
(increased due to
correcting errors in how
entries categorised)
3299 archaeological find
spots (decreased due to
correcting errors in how
entries categorised)
3603 archaeological sites
(decrease as above)
47 place names (decrease
as above)

2013
1963 buildings and structures
recorded on the Bedford
Historic Environment Record
as being of local interest
3411 archaeological find
spots
4245 archaeological sites
48 place names

variable

not affected by
plan

opportunity to
increase protection
for historic
environment

Bedford
Borough
Historic
Environme
nt Record,
BBC

Number of
heritage assets at
risk

2017
scheduled monuments at
risk: 7
conservation areas at risk:
0
listed buildings at risk: 19
(includes Grade II which
are not shown on the
Historic England figures)
registered parks and
gardens at risk: 0

2013
scheduled monuments at
risk: 8
conservation areas at risk: 1
listed buildings at risk: 31
registered parks and gardens
at risk: 0

falling number at
risk

not affected by
plan

consider if
opportunities to
reduce number of
assets at risk

Heritage at
Risk
Register,
Historic
England

England

2012
scheduled monuments at
risk: 15
conservation areas at risk: 1
listed buildings at risk: 38
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

falling %
employment in
agriculture,
quarrying,
manufacturing,
and transport;
increasing %
employment in
construction,
hotels, real estate
renting, public
admin, education,
health and social
work.

continued
decline in
manufacturing

compared to the
region, a greater
proportion work in
education, real estate
renting and business
activities; fewer
people work in
finance and
construction.

2011, 2001
Census,
ONS

registered parks and gardens
at risk: 0

ECONOMIC INDICATORS
Industry of
employment

2011
Agriculture, hunting,
forestry - 0.7%
Mining and quarrying 0.1%
Manufacturing - 8.5%
Electricity, gas and water
supply - 1.5%
Construction - 7.5%
Wholesale and retail trade,
repairs of motor vehicles 17.1%
Hotels and catering – 4.5%
Transport storage and
communication - 5.7%
Financial intermediation 2.7%
Real estate renting and
business - 16.7%
Public admin and defence 6.5%
Education - 11.6%
Health and social work 12.4%
Other - 4.5%

2001
Agriculture, hunting, forestry
- 1.33%
Mining and quarrying - 0.37%
Manufacturing - 13.99%
Electricity, gas and water
supply - 1.17%
Construction - 6.6%
Wholesale and retail trade,
repairs of motor vehicles 17.05%
Hotels and catering - 3.63%
Transport storage and
communication - 7.27%
Financial intermediation 3.01%
Real estate renting and
business - 15.52%
Public admin and defence 5.68%
Education - 9.22%
Health and social work 10.27%
Other - 4.88%
East of
England - 2001
Agriculture, hunting, forestry
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

falling %
employment as
managers, admin
and secretarial,
operatives;
increasing %
employment as
professional,
personal service
and elementary

trends
continuing

compared to the
region, there are
fewer skilled trades
but more professional
occupations

2011, 2001
Census,
ONS

- 1.90%
Mining and quarrying - 0.21%
Manufacturing - 14.47%
Electricity, gas and water
supply - 0.63%
Construction - 7.62%
Wholesale and retail trade,
repair of motor vehicles 17.29%
Hotels and catering - 4.16%
Transport storage and
communication - 7.41%
Financial intermediation 5.81%
Real estate renting and
business - 13.31%
Public admin and defence 5.16%
Education - 7.34%
Health and social work 9.68%
Other - 4.99%
Occupation
groups

2011
Managers, senior officials 10.9%
Professional occupations 18.1%
Associate professional and
technical - 12.3%
Admin and secretarial 11.2%
Skilled trades - 11.0%

2001
Managers, senior officials 15.99%
Professional occupations 12.94%
Associate professional and
technical - 13.51%
Admin and secretarial 13.23%
Skilled trades - 10.89%
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Personal service - 9.3%
Sales and customer service
- 7.9%
Process plant and machine
operatives - 6.9%
Elementary occupations 12.4%

Personal service - 6.48%
Sales and customer service 7.88%
Process plant and machine
operatives - 7.86%
Elementary occupations 11.21%

occupations.

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

trends
continuing

better than for East of
England and Great
Britain, need to
maintain growth in
employment

Labour
market
profile,
NOMIS

East of England - 2001
Managers senior officials 16.25%
Professional occupations 10.82%
Associate professional and
technical - 13.55%
Admin and secretarial 13.69%
Skilled trades - 12.06%
Personal service - 6.72%
Sales and customer service 7.29%
Process plant and machine
operatives - 8.12%
Elementary occupations 11.50%
Economically
active

July 16 – June 17
88,600 (82.4% of working
age people)

July 14 – June 15
85,000 (81.6%)
July 12 – June 13
84,500 (80.1%)
July 10 – June 11
83,700 (81.7%)
July 08 – June 09

number and % of
working age
people who are
employed is
increasing
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

% of people
economically
inactive is falling

trends
continuing

better than for East of
England and Great
Britain, need to
maintain growth in
employment

Labour
market
profile,
NOMIS

Labour
market
profile,
NOMIS
Labour
market
profile,
NOMIS

80,500 (79.9%)
July 16 – June 17
East of England 80.2%
Great Britain 78.0%
Economically
inactive

April 16 - March 17 16.0%

April 14 - March 15 16.5%
April 12 - March 13 17.6%
April 10 - March 11 21.3%
April 08 - March 09 21.4%
April 06 - March 07 21.0%
April 16 - March 17
East of England 19.8%
Great Britain 22.0%

Local business
units

2017 – 8,085

2015 – 7,425
2013 – 6,675
2011 – 6,490

local businesses
increasing in
number

trends
continuing

need to maintain
growth in
employment

Out-of-work
benefit claimants

Oct 2017 - 2,545 (2.4%)

Oct 2015 - 2,230 (2.1%)
Oct 2013 - 3,450 (3.4%)

benefit claims
have fallen and
are now steady

trends
continuing

worse than for East
of England and Great
Britain, need to
maintain growth in
employment
the wards with the
highest proportion of
out-of-work benefit
claimants were
Castle and Harpur.

improving, better
than both regional

trends
continuing

better than for East of
England and Great

Oct 2017
East of England - 1.3%
Great Britain - 1.9%

Qualifications –
no qualifications

Jan 16-Dec 16
5,400 (5.4%)

Jan 14-Dec 14 7.8%
Jan 12-Dec 12 6.4%

Labour
market
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Jan 10-Dec 10 8.0%
Jan 08-Dec 08 11.8%

and national %

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

Britain, need to
maintain reduction in
no qualification

profile,
NOMIS

population
continues to
increase
because the
total amount
of
development
in the borough
is unlikely to
be affected by
no plan
trend
continuing

more dwellings
required

2011, 2001
Census,
2016 midyear
estimate,
ONS

need for a range of
housing sizes

2011
Census,
ONS
2011
Census,
ONS

Jan 16-Dec 16
East of England 7.6%
Great Britain 8.0%

SOCIAL INDICATORS
Population

2016 mid-year estimate
168,751 people

2011
157,479 people

increasing

2001
147,911 people

Household size

2011
2.42 persons

2001
2.44 persons

continuing decline

Distribution of
population

2011
64.2% within Bedford/
Kempston urban area

2001
64.2% within Bedford/
Kempston urban area

population
dispersal from
urban area halted

dispersal to
rural area
likely to recommence

opportunity to
continue
concentration in
urban area

deprivation rank
worsening

trend
continuing

opportunity to reduce
deprivation

1991
67% within Bedford/
Kempston urban area
Social deprivation

2015 Index of Multiple
Deprivation

2010 Index of Multiple
Deprivation – ranked 153 out

Indices of
Multiple
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

ranked 148 out of 326 LAs
in England (1 is most
deprived)

of 326 LAs in England (1 is
most deprived)

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source
Deprivation
DCLG

2007 Index of Multiple
Deprivation – ranked 183 out
of 354 LAs in England (1 is
most deprived)
Local deprivation
levels

House prices

2015 Index of Multiple
Deprivation – lower super
output area rank out of
32,844 areas in England
(1 is most deprived)
Cauldwell 900
Harpur 1633
Castle 1807

2010
rank out of 32,482 areas
Castle 1445
Harpur 1447
Cauldwell 1971

November 2016 average
prices
Bedford borough £271,012

November 2014
Bedford borough £215,876

deprivation rank
worsening

trend
continuing

opportunity to reduce
deprivation
the most deprived
areas are in the
centre of the town

Indices of
Multiple
Deprivation
DCLG

increasing house
prices
Bedford prices
are lower than
regional average
but higher than
national average

trend
continuing

need for affordable
housing

UK House
Price Index,
Land
Registry

2007
Castle 1618
Harpur 2205
Cauldwell 2593

November 2012
Bedford borough £187,776
November 2010
Bedford borough £184,423
November 2016
East of England £273,434
England & Wales £215,084
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

Average weekly
earnings

2017
Bedford borough £565.2
East of England £574.9
UK £552.7

2015
Bedford borough £556.5
East of England £550.6
UK £529.0

Bedford residents’
earnings are
declining relative
to regional
average but
remain higher
than national
average

trend
continuing

need growth in
higher paid
employment

Labour
market
profile,
NOMIS

housing is
becoming less
affordable
Bedford housing
is more affordable
than for the
region

trend
continuing

need growth in
higher paid
employment and
lower house prices

ONS

homelessness is
rising

trend
continuing

opportunity to reduce
homelessness

Homelessn
ess

2013
Bedford borough £555.7
East of England £543.5
UK £517.9
2011
Bedford £499.6
East of England £525.0
UK £500.2
Housing
affordability
(ratio of median
house price to
median annual
earnings)

2016
Bedford 8.06
East of England 8.33

2014
Bedford 7.13
East of England 7.30
2012
Bedford 6.67
East of England 6.79
2010
Bedford 6.1
East of England 6.94
2008
Bedford 6.34
East of England 7.15

Homelessness

2016/17 433

2014/15 362
2012/13 352
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

2010/11 212
2008/09 442

Ethnic origin

2011
White British 71.5%
White Irish/other 9.1%
Asian/Asian British Indian
5.2%
Asian/Asian British
Pakistani 2.1%
Asian/Asian British
Bangladeshi 2.0%
Black/black British
Caribbean 1.8%

2001
White British 80.77%
White Irish/other 6.21%
Asian/Asian British Indian
4.28%
Asian/Asian British Pakistani
1.59%
Asian/Asian British
Bangladeshi 1.37%
Black/black British Caribbean
1.87%

increasing
diversity of
population

trend
continuing

large ethnic
population, higher %
people of Asian/Asian
British (Indian,
Pakistani,
Bangladeshi) and
Black/black British
Caribbean origin
compared to regional
average

increasing

trend
continuing

increasing need for
specialist
accommodation

Data
source
summary
local
authority
level tables,
DCLG
2011, 2001
Census,
ONS

East of England 2011
White British 85.3%
White Irish/other 5.9%
Asian/Asian British Indian
1.5%
Asian/Asian British Pakistani
1.1%
Asian/Asian British
Bangladeshi 0.6%
Black/black British Caribbean
0.6%
Life expectancy
at birth

2012-2014
males 80.2 years
females 83.9 years

2010-2012
males 79.8 years
females 83.1 years

ONS
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Indicator

Local data

Comparator data

Trend

Trend if no
plan

Local context and
identified issues

Data
source

number of births
increasing, birth
rate steady but
higher than region

continued
increase

need for more school
places

ONS

lower rate of limiting
long term illness than
the regional and
national average

2001
Census,
ONS

2008-2010
males 78.4 years
females 82.5 years
2006-2008
males 78.3 years
females 82.0 years
2012-2014 East of England
males 80.4 years
females 83.8 years
2012-2014 England
males 79.6 years
females 83.2 years
Number of live
births

2016 – 2209
crude live birth rate 13.1%

2014 – 2150 (13.1%)
2012 – 2116 (13.3%)
2010 – 2119 (13.2%)
East of England
2016 – 11.8%

People with
limiting long term
illness

2001 15.59% of people
2011 data not comparable

2001
East of England 16.21%
England 17.93%

lower than for
region or England
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Sustainability Appraisal Framework Indicators
Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

n/a

n/a

inappropriate new
development should
be directed away from
areas liable to flood in
accordance with
government policy

Environme
nt Agency

Site 30 (High St – Collins Jewellers)
2014 – 41
2013 – 50
2012 – 56
2011 – 52
2010 – 46
2009 – 50
2008 – 49

national
target
exceeded but
trend since
2012 is
decreasing
nitrogen
dioxide

AQMA designated for
Bedford town centre in
2009

BBC

no change

need to encourage
more ‘net zero carbon’
homes

BBC

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILTY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK INDICATORS
Number of
dwellings in flood
zones 2 and
3a/3b

2017 properties at risk in:

Nitrogen dioxide
levels in the
AQMA

Site 30 (High St – Collins
Jewellers)
3
2015 – 41 ug/m

Air quality in
transport
corridors

Site 20 (Prebend St)
3
2015 – 48 ug/m

Flood zone 2: 1,769 of which 1,110
in Bedford
Flood zone 3: 322 of which 68 in
Bedford

National target –
3
nitrogen dioxide 40g.m (annual
mean)

Number of ‘net
zero carbon’
homes

2017 – 0

Site 20 (Prebend St)
2014 – 52
2013 – 57
2012 – 68
2011 – 62
2010 – 54
2009 – 59
2008 – 57
no ‘net zero carbon’ homes built in the
borough
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

Number of
planning
applications for
renewable energy
schemes granted
permission
Mode of travel to
work

energy developments > 50 kW

decrease

need to encourage
renewable energy
generation on suitable
sites

BBC

2017 – 0

2016 – 0
2015 – 3
2014 – 6
2013 – 3
2012 – 3

2011 resident population

2001

little change

ONS

60.1% car
10.5% work at home
9.7% on foot
5.8% car passenger
3.8% bicycle
4.1% bus
4.5% train
0.6% motorcycle
0.4% taxi

60.4% car
9.5% work at home
9.6% on foot
5.9% car passenger
4.6% bicycle
4.4% bus
3.9% train
0.8% motorcycle
0.3% taxi

need to reduce traffic
congestion in town
centre

% of
development on
previously
developed land

housing completed on PDL as a %
of gross completions

2015/16 – 39.4%
2014/15 – 27.7%
2013/14 – 41.1%
2012/13 – 28.3%
2011/12 – 35.1%

variable

encourage use of
suitably located
previously developed
land

Housing
Monitoring
Report,
BBC

% of municipal
waste recycled

2016/17 – 40.7%

2014/15 – 37.8%
2012/13 – 39.2%
2010/11 – 39.1%
2007/8 – 30.9%

recycling
increasing

improving sustainable
waste management

BBC

Water
consumption

2010
Domestic consumption
Unmetered - 178.63
Metered - 129.53

2008
Domestic consumption
Unmetered -161.28
Metered - 143.97

water
consumption
increasing
(although

need to increase water
efficiency

Anglian
Water

2016/17 – 45.0%
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Indicator

Energy
consumption

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Total – 308.16
Non-household consumption
Unmetered – 617.97
Metered – 2507.82
Total – 3125.79

Total – 305.25
Non-household consumption
Unmetered – 554.59
Metered – 2815.12
Total – 3369.71

Note that all figures are for the
Ruthamford water resource zone
which includes Bedford.

2006
Domestic consumption
Unmetered - 155.81
Metered - 126.48
Total – 282.29
Non-household consumption
Unmetered – 175.44
Metered – 2708.92
Total – 2884.36

there has
been a
decrease in
metered
water
consumption
since 2008)

Electricity consumption
2015
domestic sales – 284 GWh; no
MPANs – 71,000; commercial /
industrial sales – 561 GWh; no
MPANs – 6,000; total sales – 844
GWh; total MPANs – 75,000;
domestic sales per consumer –
4,017; commercial / industrial sales
per consumer – 95,958

Electricity consumption
2013
domestic sales – 280 GWh; no MPANs –
69,000; commercial / industrial sales –
435 GWh; no MPANs – 6,000; total sales
– 715 GWh; total MPANs – 75,000;
domestic sales per consumer – 4,034;
commercial / industrial sales per
consumer – 76,514

2011
domestic sales – 283 GWh; no MPANs –
68,000; commercial / industrial sales –
389 GWh; no MPANs – 6,000; total sales
– 672 GWh; total MPANs – 73,000;
domestic sales per consumer – 4,168;

domestic –
number of
customers
increasing,
sales per
customer
falling

Local context and
issues

Data
source

number of consumers
increasing, total
energy consumption
increasing

Subnational
electricity
and gas
consumptio
n statistics,
BEIS

commercial /
industrial –
number of
customers
steady, sales
per customer
increasing
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

commercial / industrial sales per
consumer – 70,632
2009
domestic sales – 282GWh; no MPANs –
66,000; commercial / industrial sales –
409 GWh; no MPANs – 5,000; total sales
– 691 GWh; total MPANs – 71,000;
domestic sales per consumer – 4,272;
commercial / industrial sales per
consumer – 76,865
Gas consumption
2015
domestic sales – 785 GWh; no
consumers – 59,000; commercial /
industrial sales – 288 GWh; no
consumers – 1,000; total sales –
1,073 GWh; total consumers –
60,000; domestic sales per
consumer – 13,338 KWh;
commercial / industrial sales per
consumer – 440,625 KWh

Gas consumption
2013
domestic sales – 789 GWh; no
consumers – 58,000; commercial /
industrial sales – 321 GWh; no
consumers – 1,000; total sales – 1,110
GWh; total consumers – 58,000; domestic
sales per consumer – 13,702 KWh;
commercial / industrial sales per
consumer – 439,217 KWh
2011
domestic sales – 798 GWh; no
consumers – 56,000; commercial /
industrial sales – 319 GWh; no
consumers – 1,000; total sales – 1,117
GWh; total consumers – 57,000; domestic
sales per consumer – 14,203 KWh;
commercial / industrial sales per
consumer – 421,228 KWh
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

falling
number at
risk

consider if
opportunities to
reduce number of
assets at risk

Heritage at
Risk
Register,
Historic
England

increase in
number of
management
plans

produce management
plans for remaining
areas

BBC

2009
domestic sales – 851 GWh; no
consumers – 55,000; commercial /
industrial sales – 327 GWh; no
consumers – 1,000; total sales – 1,178
GWh; total consumers – 56,000; domestic
sales per consumer – 15,393 KWh;
commercial / industrial sales per
consumer – 432,023 KWh
Number of
heritage assets at
risk

Number of
conservation area
management
plans in place in
the borough
Number of new
Historic
Environment
Records (HER)
added

2017
scheduled monuments at risk: 7
conservation areas at risk: 0
listed buildings at risk: 19 (this
includes Grade II which are not
shown on the Historic England
figures)
registered parks and gardens at
risk: 0

2013
scheduled monuments at risk: 8
conservation areas at risk: 1
listed buildings at risk: 31
registered parks and gardens at risk: 0

2017
6 (Bedford, Biddenham, Bletsoe,
Elstow, Hinwick, Stewartby) out of a
total of 28

2011
3 (Bedford, Elstow, Bletsoe) out of a total
of 28

2017
New HER entries: 71

2015
New HER entries: 85
2013
New HER entries: 37
2012
New HER entries: 2667

2012
scheduled monuments at risk: 15
conservation areas at risk: 1
listed buildings at risk: 38
registered parks and gardens at risk: 0

Bedford
Borough
Historic
Environme
nt Record,
BBC
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

increasing
reference to
design policy
BE30

need to improve
quality of development
and promote high
standards of design.

BBC

The 2012 data figures for the number of
new HER records created includes a large
number of records imported from the
Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS)
database, which were imported for the
first time into the HER. It should be noted
that they cover a period of over 10 years
(hence the large number of new entries)
Number of
planning
application
decisions
referencing
adopted design
policies
Number of
planning
approvals that
adversely
impacted sites of
biodiversity or
geological
importance
Area of priority
habitat delivered
through planning
approvals within
allocated sites
New woodland in
the community
forest

2016-2017

2010-2012

1277 application decisions
referencing local plan policy BE30

1102 application decisions referencing
local plan policy BE30

2017 – 0

new indicator – comparative data not
available

n/a

need to protect sites of
biodiversity or
geological importance

BBC

2017 – 0

new indicator – comparative data not
available

n/a

opportunity to increase
area of priority habitat

BBC

2015/16 - 7 ha

2013/14 - 9 ha
2011/12 - 13 ha
2009/10 - 15 ha
2007/08 - 33 ha

decrease

opportunity to increase
area of woodland

Marston
Vale Trust

figures may under-report as they
only include planting by the MVT
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

none available
Policy AD24 was adopted in July 2013

n/a

opportunity to
contribute to green
infrastructure
enhancement

BBC

need to ensure that
areas of biodiversity
importance are
managed and
protected
opportunity for plan to
include policies that
prevent harmful
impact from
development

BBC

opportunity to maintain
jobs growth

Labour
market

2005/06 - 25 ha
Number of
planning
application
decisions
referencing
adopted green
infrastructure
policies
Changes in areas
of biodiversity
importance

2016-2017

2015/16 – 68.8 ha added

2013/14 – 0.4 ha removed
2012/13 – 7.7 ha added, 0.5 ha removed
2011/12 – 0.6 ha added, 1.2 ha removed
2010/2011 – no change

increase

Ecological status
of water bodies

2015 WFD status
Begwary Brook – good
Cople Brook – good
Elstow Brook – moderate
BromhamBrook – moderate
Pertenhallbrook – moderate
Kym (and Til) – moderate
Renhold Brook– moderate
Sharn Brook – moderate
Duloe Brook – moderate
Ouse – moderate
Colmworth Brook – poor
Harrowden Brook – bad

n/a

n/a

14 application decisions referencing
Allocations & Designations local
plan policy AD24

Environme
nt Agency

ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILTY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK INDICATORS
Number of jobs in
the borough

2015 – 83,000

2013 – 79,000
2011 – 80,000

increasing
number of
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

2009 – 78,000

jobs
increasing
number of
new
companies
increasing
CIL receipts

opportunity to maintain
jobs growth

need for infrastructure
to support growth

BBC

variable

opportunity to increase
employment land
supply

BBC

Number of new
company
registrations

2014 - 1811

2013 - 1533
2012 - 1424
2011 - 1306

Level of
infrastructure
provision through
s106/CIL

2016/17
CIL receipts - £1,411,184
s106 finance spent
 highways and public transport £458,061
 education - £5,120,264
 green infrastructure - £323,105
 community - £366,407

2015/16
CIL receipts - £453,438
s106 finance spent
 highways and public transport £497,015
 education - £618,441
 green infrastructure - £180,049
 community - £79,791

Local context and
issues

Data
source
profile,
NOMIS
Companies
House /
Duport

2014/15
CIL receipts - £22,864
s106 finance spent
 highways and public transport £344,938
 education - £6,055,865
 green infrastructure - £595,520
 community - £372,631
Note: CIL charging commenced April
2014
Overall amount of
employment land
(B1, B2, B8)
developed

Net completions sqm floorspace
2016/17 – 12017 sqm

2015/16 – 16672 sqm (net loss)
2014/15 – 5657 sqm (net loss)
2013/14 – 7548 sqm (net loss)
2012/13 – 4203 sqm
2011/2012 – 894 sqm
2010/11 – 17380 sqm (net loss)
2009/10 – 10525 sqm
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

falling and
generally
lower % than
region

opportunity to increase
employment and
education

NEET data,
DfE

improving,
better than
region and
GB

opportunity to increase
skills and
qualifications

Labour
market
profile,
NOMIS

2008/09 – 4025 sqm
Number of young
people (16-18
years old) not in
education,
employment or
training (NEET)

2016 – 190 (5.1%)

Skills and
qualification
levels

NVQ level 4 and above
2016 – 43.6%

2014 – 320 (5.1%)
2012 – 410 (7.6%)
East of England
2016 – 4.9%
2014 – 6.6%
2012 – 10.5%
2014 – 37.7%
2012 – 41.8%
2010 – 32.7%
2008 – 26.4%
2016
East of England 34.9%
Great Britain 38.2%

Town centre
vacancy rates

Ground floor vacant units in
Bedford BID zone
2015/16 – 11.8%

2013/14 – 11.4%
2011/12 – 10.6%
2009/10 – 10.0%
2007/08 – 7.5%

increasing

encourage alternative
uses for vacant units

Bedford
Town
Centre
Company

Number of town
centre
regeneration
projects started
and completed

2017
Started: Harpur Centre
refurbishment
Completed: Riverside North

2016
Completed: High Street Townscape
Heritage Initiative

continuing
investment

opportunity for further
town centre
improvement

BBC

2015
Started: Riverside North
Completed: bus station redevelopment,
Allhallows car park, Greenhill St /
Allhallows shopfronts refurbishment, 1-4
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

Townscape Heritage
Initiative

BBC

St Paul’s Square
2014
Completed: Greyfriars car park
2013
Started: Allhallows car park, Greyfriars car
park
Completed: The Higgins
Number of grants 2016/17 - 6
2015/16 – 8
issued for repairs,
2014/15 – 3
reinstatement of
2013/14 – 3
traditional shop
fronts and
bringing vacant
units back into
use
SOCIAL SUSTAINABILTY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK INDICATORS
Number of plots
for Travelling
Showpeople
granted
permission
Number of
pitches for Gypsy
and Travellers
granted
permission
Housing units
completed per
year

6 pitches approved at Bedford Rd,
Cople, 2013

Amusements Depot, Kempston existing,
new site allocated at Manton Lane
through the Allocations & Designations
Local Plan, 2013 (Policy AD19)

increasing

identify need over
plan-period

BBC

Willow Drift 15 pitches completed
2015

Kempston Hardwick 22 pitches existing

increasing

identify need over
plan-period

BBC

2016/17 – 1307 (gross)

2015/16 – 1006 (gross)
2014/15 – 839 (gross)
2013/14 – 1022 (gross)

increasing

identify need over
plan-period

Housing
Monitoring
Report,
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

2012/13 – 715 (gross)
2011/12 – 946 (gross)

Data
source
BBC

Number of
affordable
dwelling
completions

2016/17 – 234

2015/16 – 178
2014/15 – 136
2013/14 – 225
2012/13 – 169
2011/12 – 288

increasing

identify need over
plan-period

Housing
Monitoring
Report,
BBC

Size of dwellings
completed per
year

2016/17
1 bedroom – 21.7%
2 bedroom – 23.3%
3 bedroom –34.9%
4 and 4+ bedroom - 20.1%

2015/16
1 bedroom – 12.0%
2 bedroom – 25.5%
3 bedroom – 37.1%
4 and 4+ bedroom – 25.3%

variable

identify need over
plan-period

Housing
Monitoring
Report,
BBC

2014/15
1 bedroom – 11.5%
2 bedroom – 22.4%
3 bedroom – 35.8%
4 and 4+ bedroom – 28.2%
2013/14
1 bedroom – 11.3%
2 bedroom – 31.0%
3 bedroom – 31.5%
4 and 4+ bedroom – 26.0%
2012/13
1 bedroom – 13.3%
2 bedroom – 25.5%
3 bedroom – 33.0%
4 and 4+ bedroom – 27.8%
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

Supporting
People,
BBC
2011, 2001
Census,
ONS

2011/12
1 bedroom – 15.0%
2 bedroom – 29.5%
3 bedroom – 28.5%
4 and 4+ bedroom - 27.0%
Number of beds
in residential care
homes
Number of people
aged 75+

2016
1278

new indicator – comparative data not
available

n/a

identify need over
plan-period

2011
12,107 (7.7%)

2001
10,330 (7.0%)

increasing

need to make
appropriate provision

improving
bus access in
rural area but
declining in
urban area

opportunity to improve
bus services

Monitoring
Report,
BBC

deprivation
rank
worsening

opportunity to reduce
deprivation
the most deprived
areas are in the centre
of the town

Indices of
Multiple
Deprivation
DCLG

England and Wales
2011 – 7.8%
2001 – 7.6%
Households
within 400m of a
bus service

Urban area – households within
400m of a quarter hourly service
Rural area – households within
400m of an hourly service
2015/16
Urban area – 44.93%
Rural area – 40.5%

Deprivation levels
by ward

2015 Index of Multiple Deprivation
– lower super output area rank out
of 32,844 areas in England
(1 is most deprived)
Cauldwell 900
Harpur 1633
Castle 1807

2014/15
Urban area – 50.87%
Rural area – 34.02%
Direct comparison cannot be made with
previous years’ figures because of a
change in the way the figure is calculated.

2010
rank out of 32,482 areas
Castle 1445
Harpur 1447
Cauldwell 1971
2007
Castle 1618
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

Harpur 2205
Cauldwell 2593
Number of people
registered with
the Council’s
Environment
Team as a
community
volunteer
% of people
travel to work by
walking and
cycling
Crime rates

2016
total number of community
volunteers registered – 2312
total number of volunteer hours
recorded – 3785 hours

new indicator – comparative data not
available

n/a

increase volunteering

BBC

2011 resident population

2001

slight fall

ONS

13.5%

14.2%

need to reduce traffic
congestion in town
centre

Total recorded crime for
Bedfordshire police force –
2015/16 – 40,704 (63.2 per 1000
population)

2014/15 – 39,105 (61.7 / 1000)
2013/14 – 36,262 (58.0 / 1000)
2012/13 – 35,678 (56.6 / 1000)

increasing

opportunity to reduce
crime

Home
Office

Fear of crime
levels

Citizens Panel Survey summer/
autumn 2016
When asked ‘how safe do you feel
when visiting the town centre, 89%
said they felt ‘very safe’ or ‘safe’
during the day, identical with last
year. This dropped to 39% when
asked about ’after dark’ against
37% last year. During the day 5%
answered that they felt ‘unsafe’ or
‘very unsafe’. This increased to
29% in the evening.

Citizens Panel Survey summer/ autumn
2014
When asked ‘how safe do you feel when
visiting the town centre, 89% said they felt
‘very safe’ or ‘safe’ during the day,
consistent with last year. This dropped to
37% when asked about the evening’.
During the day 5% answered that they felt
‘unsafe’ or ‘very unsafe’. This increased to
33% in the evening.

reducing fear
of crime

opportunity to reduce
fear of crime

BBC

When asked ‘how safe do you feel

When asked ‘how safe do you feel in your
local area’, 91% of respondents to the
survey said they felt safe or very safe
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

in your local area’, 93% of
respondents to the survey said they
felt safe during the day, against 3%
feeling unsafe. 65% said they felt
safe ‘after dark’, with 16% saying
they felt unsafe or very unsafe.

during the day, against 3% feeling unsafe
or very unsafe. 63% said they felt safe or
very safe ‘after dark’, with 21% saying
they felt unsafe or very unsafe.

During the day people show that
they largely feel safe around town
and in their local area. This figure
drops noticeably after dark
however, particularly in the town
centre. More people report feeling
unsafe after dark both in the town
centre and in their local area, than
during the day, when only small
percentages say they felt unsafe.

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

diverse community,
large BME community

BBC

maintain drinking
water quality

Anglian
Water

During the day people show that they
largely feel safe around town and in their
local area. This figure drops noticeably
after dark however, particularly in the
town centre. More people report feeling
unsafe after dark both in the town centre
and in their local area, than during the
day, when only small percentages say
they felt unsafe.

Number of
representations
on policy
documents
received from
ethnic minority
groups

2018 plan for submission
consultation responses to be
analysed

2010 draft Allocations & Designations
Local Plan consultation
Out of 4,035 responses, 85 completed
ethnicity questionnaire –
White English/Welsh/Scottish/North
Irish/British – 77 (91%)
White Irish – 1 (1%)
White other – 3 (4%)
Asian Pakistani – 1 (1%)
Other – 1 (1%)

Drinking water
quality

Anglian Water area
2016 drinking water compliance –
99.97%

n/a

n/a
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

Range of
recreation and
leisure facilities

2017
cinema screens – 13
nightclubs – 7
theatres – 6
health and fitness clubs – 19
swimming pools – 6

n/a

n/a

ensure sufficient
provision

Bedford
Commercia
l Leisure
Needs
Study, BBC

Number of
cyclists into the
town centre

counts of cyclists heading into the
town undertaken on one weekday
in October 7am - 12 midday

2015 – 1222
2014 – 1180
2013 – 1182
2009 – 1187
2005 – 1247
2001 – 1187

increasing
number of
cyclists

encourage more
cycling

Monitoring
Report,
BBC

2013
Light goods vehicles – 3524
Other goods vehicles – 899
Cars – 30440
Motor cyclists – 233
Pedestrians – 4728

variable

opportunity to
encourage sustainable
modes of transport
and reduce congestion

Monitoring
Report,
BBC

2016 – 1354

Traffic levels in
the town centre

counts of all vehicles and people
heading into the town undertaken
on one weekday in October 7am 12 midday
2016
Light goods vehicles – 3538
Other goods vehicles – 1107
Cars – 32215
Motor cyclists – 223
Pedestrians – 7242

2009
Light goods vehicles – 2632
Other goods vehicles – 1675
Cars – 32110
Motor cyclists – 320
Pedestrians – 5825
2005
Light goods vehicles – 3966
Other goods vehicles – 1324
Cars – 32626
Motor cyclists – 249
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Indicator

Local Data

Comparators
and targets

Trend

Local context and
issues

Data
source

Pedestrians – 5250
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Appendix 3
Developing sustainability appraisal objectives
In developing the sustainability appraisal objectives the Council has drawn on an existing set of 17 objectives that have been used in the
appraisal of the Council’s most recently adopted local plan: the Allocations and Designations Local Plan. These have been used as a starting
point because they were developed for a borough-wide local plan concerned with the use and development of land and were tested through the
consultation and examination process. The following table relates these objectives to the objectives of other relevant plans and strategies.
Allocations and
Designations Local
Plan sustainability
appraisal objectives
1. Reduce greenhouse
gas emissions

SEA topics

Bedford Sustainable
Communities
Strategy objective

Other plans or strategies

Local context and
issues identified

Action proposed

 Air
 Climatic factors

 Air Quality Strategy for
England
 NPPF
 Air Quality Management
Area Order

 Increasing population
 Anticipated growth in
new homes and
businesses
 AQMA designated

Merge with objectives 2
and 12 to formulate
strategic climate change
objective.

2. Reduce the risk of
flooding including
adapting to the
impacts of climate
change

 Climatic factors

 A healthy borough,
aim 1
 A greener borough,
aim 1
 A growing borough
aim 5
 A greener borough,
aims 1, 5

 Properties at risk of
flooding

Merge with objectives 1
and 12 to formulate
strategic climate change
objective.

3. Protect and
enhance the historic
environment (and
cultural heritage) of the
borough

 Cultural heritage
and landscape

 Securing the Future
 NPPF
 Great Ouse Catchment
Flood Management Plan
 Marston Vale Surface
Waters Plan
 NPPF
 The Heritage Statement









Reword to include
reference to built
environment and reflect
terminology used in
national policy in relation
to the historic
environment.

 A greener borough,
aim 4

Listed buildings
Scheduled monuments
SSSIs
Local nature reserves
Conservation areas
Important views
Locally important
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Allocations and
Designations Local
Plan sustainability
appraisal objectives

SEA topics

Bedford Sustainable
Communities
Strategy objective

4. Create, conserve,
protect and enhance
the borough’s natural
features, distinctive
local environments,
habitats and species







5. Promote sustainable
lifestyles, use
resources efficiently,
maximise recycling
and re-use

 Population and
human health

 A greener borough,
aims 2, 5, 6

6. Reduce levels of
deprivation and
exclusion, particularly
for the elderly and
those from
disadvantaged
backgrounds
7. Provide a range of
quality homes for all,
especially affordable
housing

 Population and
human health

 A healthy borough,
aim 2
 An inclusive
borough, aim 1

 Population and
human health

 A growing borough,
aim 1

Biodiversity,
Flora and fauna
Soil
Material assets
Cultural heritage
and landscape

 A greener borough,
aims 2, 3, 5, 7

Other plans or strategies

 NPPF
 Marston Vale Forest
Plan
 Bedfordshire and Luton
BAP
 Bedford Green
Infrastructure Plan
 Landscape Character
Assessment
 NPPF
 Waste Strategy for
England
 Minerals and Waste
Local Plan
 Future Water
 Water Resources
Management Plan
 Water Cycle Study
 NPPF
 Health and Wellbeing
Strategy
 JSNA

 NPPF
 Housing Strategy
Review

Local context and
issues identified

habitats and species
Forest of Marston Vale
Conservation areas
Important views
Locally important
habitats and species
 Green infrastructure





Action proposed

No change.

 Limited supply of
brownfield land
 Municipal waste
recycling rates
 Increased car use
 Limited water
resources
 Energy demand

No change.

 Pockets of higher
levels of deprivation
 Ethnic diversity
 Health and income
inequalities

Reword to take account
of health and income
inequalities.

 Increasing population
 Housing affordability

Merge with objectives 9
and 10 to create
strategic social
objective.
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Allocations and
Designations Local
Plan sustainability
appraisal objectives

SEA topics

Bedford Sustainable
Communities
Strategy objective

Other plans or strategies

 SHMA
 Planning Policy for
Traveller Sites
 Empty Homes Strategy
 Homelessness Strategy
 NPPF
 Bedford Borough Public
Health Strategy
 Noise Policy Statement
for England
 NPPF

Local context and
issues identified

Action proposed

 Health inequalities

Merge with objectives
17 and 11 to take
account of community
safety and involvement.

 Increasing population
 Ageing population

Merge with objectives 7
and 10 to create
strategic social
objective.
Merge with objectives 9
and 7 to create strategic
social objective.

8. Achieve healthy
lifestyles and provide
facilities to enable this

 Population and
human health

 A healthy borough,
aims 1, 2

9. Provide social
infrastructure for all
ages and accessible
services and facilities
10. Meet the needs of
a changing population

 Population

 A growing borough,
aim 1 and 2

 Population
 Material assets

 A growing borough,
aim 1

 NPPF
 Planning for Traveller
Sites
 Housing Strategy
Review
 SHMA

 Ageing population
 Increasing BME
population

11. Promote
community
involvement by all
groups in society in
place shaping
12. Deliver low carbon
buildings, whatever
their use

 Population

 An inclusive
borough, aim 4



 Diverse local
community
 Increasing BME
population

 Climatic factors

 A greener borough,
aim 1

 Planning for a
Sustainable Future
 NPPF
 Climate Change

NPPF

 Energy demand

Merge with objectives 8
and 17 and reword to
take account of
community safety and
health.
Merge with objectives 1
and 2 to formulate
strategic climate change
objective.

74

Allocations and
Designations Local
Plan sustainability
appraisal objectives

SEA topics

Bedford Sustainable
Communities
Strategy objective

13.Support the
borough’s economy
and specifically
encourage the high
value knowledge
based industries

N/A

 A thriving borough,
aims 1, 2, 4, 6

14. Improve the skills
of the labour force

 Population

 A thriving borough,
aim 5

15. Minimise growth in
car usage, reduce the
need to travel and
promote the shift to
more sustainable
modes of transport
16. Strong local
identity and sense of
place
17. Minimise crime
and the fear of crime.

 Climatic factors

N/A

Other plans or strategies

Local context and
issues identified

Action proposed

 New business creation
 Unemployment
 Strong local growth
ambitions

Reword to reflect
emphasis on need for
strong, sustained and
balanced economic
growth in the current
economic climate.

 NPPF

 Need to match skills to
new and existing
employment
opportunities

 A greener borough,
aim 1
 A growing borough,
aim 1

 NPPF
 Door to Door
 Local Transport Plan

 Population

 An inclusive
borough, aim 2

 NPPF

 Transport-related air
quality
 Increased car use
 Need to increase the
use of sustainable
transport modes
 Distinct local
environments

Reword to reflect
specific need to match
skills base to new and
existing employment
opportunities.
No change.

 Population

 A safer borough,
aims 1-7

N/A

N/A

 NPPF
 Community Safety
Strategic Plan
 Bedfordshire Police an
Crime Plan
N/A

Strategy
 NPPF
 Strategic Economic Plan
 Local Economic
Assessment
 Economic Development
Strategy
 Bedford Growth Plan

No change.

 Crime rates

Merge with objective 8.

N/A

Add additional economic
objective to address
town centre
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Allocations and
Designations Local
Plan sustainability
appraisal objectives

SEA topics

Bedford Sustainable
Communities
Strategy objective

Other plans or strategies

Local context and
issues identified

Action proposed

development

In order to keep the objectives manageable, their number has been reduced from 17 to 12 by grouping objectives around the key sustainability
issues affecting the borough and refining wording to make objectives more up to date and strategic. An additional economic sustainability
objective has been included to ensure that the breadth of sustainability issues identified through the baseline is addressed and a reasonable
balance in terms of social, economic and environmental issues is maintained. The revised objectives are shown in the table below.
New sustainability appraisal
objectives

Sub-objectives

SEA topic

Local context and
issues identified

Sustainability
pillar

1. Ensure resilience to and reduce
the effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

 Reduce the risk of flooding
 Reduce greenhouse gas
emissions
 Move towards sustainable
consumption and production
 Promote sustainable energy use
and energy efficiency
 Deliver low carbon buildings

 Climatic factors
 Air quality
 Population

Environmental

 Protect and enhance the historic
environment (and cultural
heritage)
 Strong local and cultural identity

 Material assets
 Cultural heritage
 Landscape

 Increasing population
 Anticipated growth in
new homes and
businesses
 AQMA designated
 Limited water
resources
 Energy demand
 Limited supply of
brownfield land
 Municipal waste
 Increased car use
 Protect high grade
agricultural land
 Listed buildings,
scheduled monuments
 Important views
 Conservation areas
 Green infrastructure

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise
recycling and re-use

3. Conserve and enhance the built
and historic environment, heritage
assets and their settings






Population
Climatic factors
Human health
Material assets

Social /
Environmental

Environmental /
Social
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New sustainability appraisal
objectives

Sub-objectives

SEA topic

Local context and
issues identified

Sustainability
pillar

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species

 Protect sites of nature
conservation and biodiversity
value landscape, parks and open
spaces, green infrastructure
 Strong local identity and sense of
place











Environmental

 Support employment site/area
proposals that deliver job growth
 Encourage business growth
generally (start-ups, expansions,
inward investments)
 Provide infrastructure (transport /
broadband) that supports access
to work and the distribution of
goods and services

N/A

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

Biodiversity
Flora and fauna
Soil
Material assets



N/A

 Improve the attractiveness of the
town centre and promote vitality
and viability
 Encourage new retail, protect
existing retail and bring vacant
units back into use
 Maximise townscape and heritage
quality
 Provide social infrastructure for all
ages, accessible services and
facilities
 Provide a range of quality homes







N/A

 Population
 Material assets

SSSIs
Local nature reserves
Conservation areas
Locally important
habitats and species
Forest of Marston Vale
Green infrastructure
New business creation
Unemployment
Transport
infrastructure
Rural broadband
access

 Pockets of high
unemployment
 Local skills base
 Key town centre sites
and areas
 Vacant and underused
sites
 Conservation area
 Quality of retail space
in the town centre
 Future of retailing
 Ageing population
 Increasing BME
population
 Housing affordability

Economic

Economic

Economic

Social / Economic
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New sustainability appraisal
objectives

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

Sub-objectives







10. Promote community involvement
in place-shaping, promote healthy
and safe communities







11. Promote a strong local identity
and sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport







for all, especially affordable
housing
Provide employment opportunities
Reduce social and economic
deprivation
Provide sufficient affordable
housing
Reduce health and income
inequalities
Ensure accessibility to local
services and facilities
Minimise crime and the fear of
crime
Achieve healthy lifestyles and
provide facilities to enable this
Encourage walking and cycling
Reduce sources of pollution,
including noise and light
Ensure all sections of the local
community participate in place
shaping
Promote high quality design
Enhance local distinctiveness
Encourage walking and cycling
and the use of public transport
Minimise the need to travel
Deliver development in
sustainable locations

SEA topic

Local context and
issues identified

Sustainability
pillar

 Local services and
facilities
 Population
 Human health

 Pockets of higher
levels of deprivation
 Ethnic diversity
 Health and income
inequalities
 Inclusive new
development

Social / Economic

 Population
 Human health
 Community safety

 Diverse local
community
 Increasing BME
population
 Health inequalities
 Inclusive new
development

Social

 Population

 Distinct local
environments
 Transport-related air
quality
 Increased car use
 Need increase the use
of sustainable
transport modes

Social

 Air
 Climatic factors

Environmental
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Internal compatibility testing
To identify potential tensions between the sustainability appraisal objectives, the following matrix tests their internal compatibility.
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1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

2
o
o
o
x
o
x
x
o
o
o
o

3
o
o
x
o
x
x
o
o
o
o

4
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

5
x
o
o
x
o
o
o
o

6
o
o
o
o
o
o
x

7
o
o
o
o
o
o

8
o
o
o
o
o

9
o
o
o
x

10
o
o
x

11
o
o

12
o

o = compatible, x = conflicting
Objectives

Issue

Proposed solution

1 and 5

Economic growth and associated development can
increase greenhouse gas emissions and make a
contribution to climate change.
Town centre development may increase emissions and
make a contribution to climate change.
The needs of the population may be for new buildings /
roads, etc which may lead to increased greenhouse gas
emissions.
Economic growth and associated development can
increase resource use, energy consumption and waste
production.

Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should aim to minimise
new emissions and mitigate any contribution to climate change.

1 and 7
1 and 8

2 and 5

Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should aim to minimise
new emissions and mitigate any contribution to climate change.
Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should aim to minimise
new emissions and mitigate any contribution to climate change.
Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should identify mitigation
measures to ensure efficient resource use and waste management.
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Objectives

Issue

Proposed solution

2 and 7

Town centre development may increase resource use,
energy consumption and waste production.
Increased development will increase resource use and
waste production.
Economic growth and associated development can place
pressure on habitats and species.

Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should identify mitigation
measures to ensure efficient resource use and waste management.
Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should identify mitigation
measures to ensure efficient resource use and waste management.
Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should aim to minimise
any adverse impact of development of habitats and species and provide mitigation
/ compensation where appropriate.
Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should aim to minimise
any adverse impact of development of habitats and species and provide mitigation
/ compensation where appropriate.
Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should aim to reduce the
need to travel and encourage use of sustainable transport.
Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should aim to reduce the
need to travel and encourage use of sustainable transport.
Recognise the conflict. Sustainability appraisal process should aim to reduce the
need to travel and encourage use of sustainable transport.

2 and 8
4 and 5

4 and 8

New development may place pressure on habitats and
species.

5 and 12

Economic growth may increase the need to travel.

8 and 12

Meeting the needs of a changing population may
increase the need to travel.
Measures to reduce levels of deprivation, inequalities
and exclusion may increase the need to travel.

9 and 12
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Appendix 4
Sustainability appraisal framework
Headline objective

Headline indicator

Detailed decision making criteria

Detailed Indicator

1. Ensure resilience
to and reduce the
effects of climate
change through
effective adaptation
and mitigation

Emissions of greenhouse gases
in the local authority area

Will it reduce the risk of flooding?

Number of dwellings in flood zones 2 and 3a/3b

Will it contribute to improving air quality?
Will it provide a low carbon building?
Will it increase the amount of energy from
renewable sources?

Nitrogen dioxide levels in the AQMA
Air quality in transport corridors
Number of ‘net zero carbon’ homes
Number of planning applications for renewable
energy schemes granted permission

2. Promote
sustainable lifestyles,
use resources
efficiently, maximise
recycling and re-use

None identified

Will it increase the amount of energy from
renewable sources?

Number of planning applications for renewable
energy schemes granted permission

Will it encourage walking and cycling?
Will it maximise the use of previously developed
land?

Mode of travel to work
% of development on previously developed land

Will it increase the % of municipal waste
recycling?

% of municipal waste recycled

Will it increase the proportion of waste re-used?
Will it minimise water use?
Will it minimise energy use?

None identified
Water consumption
Energy consumption

Will it reduce the number of heritage assets at
risk?
Will it protect or enhance designated assets and
their setting?

Number of heritage assets at risk

Will it protect or enhance non-designated assets
and their setting, including assets of
archaeological interest?

None identified

3. Conserve and
enhance the built
and historic
environment,
heritage assets and
their settings

Management of the historic
environment

Number of conservation area management plans
in place in the borough
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Headline objective

4. Create, conserve,
protect and enhance
the borough’s natural
features, distinctive
local environments,
habitats and species

5. Promote strong,
sustained and
balanced economic
growth, stimulating
job creation across a
range of sectors

Headline indicator

None identified

Detailed decision making criteria

Detailed Indicator

Will it improve knowledge and recording of the
historic environment where appropriate?
Will it improve the quality of the built
environment?

Number of new Historic Environment Records
(HER) added
Number of planning application decisions
referencing adopted design policies

Will it help to halt the decline in condition of any
SSSI?

Number of planning approvals that adversely
impacted sites of biodiversity or geological
importance
Area of priority habitat delivered through
planning approvals within allocated sites
New woodland in the community forest

Will it protect / enhance priority habitats and
species?
Will it contribute to the objectives of the Marston
Vale Community Forest?
Will it maintain and enhance the multifunctionality of green infrastructure networks?
Will it protect areas of biodiversity importance?

Economic growth

Will it ensure that the Water Framework
Directive ecological status of river waterbodies
does not deteriorate and is improved where
possible?
Will it provide more employment opportunities?
Does it encourage business growth?

Ecological status of water bodies

Does it regenerate older industrial stock?

None identified

Will it facilitate the provision of infrastructure?

Level of infrastructure provision through
S106/CIL
Overall amount of employment land (B1,B2, B8)
developed

Will it increase employment land supply?
6. Improve the skills
of the labour force,

Qualification levels

Number of planning application decisions
referencing adopted green infrastructure policies
Changes in areas of biodiversity importance

Will it improve skill levels and qualifications for
young people?

Number of jobs in the borough
Number of new company registrations

Number of young people not in education,
employment or training (NEET)
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Headline objective
matching skill
outcome with market
needs
7. Create a
distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional
town centre

8. Meet the needs of
a changing
population

9. Reduce levels of
deprivation,
inequalities and
exclusion

10. Promote
community
involvement in placeshaping, promote

Headline indicator

None identified

Housing provision to meet local
need

Indices of deprivation by local
authority

Levels of social and community
involvement and volunteering
within the borough

Detailed decision making criteria

Detailed Indicator

Will it narrow the gap between skills base and
market needs?

Skills and qualification levels

Will it reduce town centre vacancy?
Will it support business growth?
Does it improve the public realm within the town
centre?

Town centre vacancy rates
Number of new company registrations
Number of town centre regeneration projects
started and completed

Does it help to deliver the Townscape Heritage
Initiative?

Number of grants issued for repairs,
reinstatement of traditional shop fronts and
bringing vacant units back into use

Will it provide needed services and facilities?

Level of infrastructure provision through S106 /
CIL (education / affordable housing)

Will it meet the accommodation needs of
Travellers?
Will it increase the provision of housing?
Will it meet affordable housing needs?
Will it provide a range of homes to meet needs?
Will it meet the needs of the ageing population?
Will it meet the needs of smaller households?

Number of traveller pitches/plots granted
permission.
Housing units completed per year
Number of affordable dwelling completions
Size of dwellings completed per year
Number of beds in residential care homes
Number of people aged 75+
Size of dwellings completed per year

Will it increase access to services and facilities?

Households within 400m of a bus service

Will it reduce deprivation in the wards of Castle,
Cauldwell and Harpur?
Does it take account of the needs of the elderly
and disadvantaged?
Will it promote social cohesion in both urban and
rural communities?

Deprivation levels by ward

Will it encourage walking and cycling?
Will it minimise crime?

% of people travel to work by walking and cycling
Crime rates

None identified
Number of people registered with the Council’s
Environment Team as a community volunteer
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Headline objective

Headline indicator

healthy and safe
communities

11. Promote a strong
local identity and
sense of place

12. Minimise growth
in car usage, reduce
the need to travel
and promote the shift
to more sustainable
modes of transport

Number of developments that
meet CABE Building for Life
standards

Overall travel pattern

Detailed decision making criteria

Detailed Indicator

Will it minimise the fear of crime?
Will it promote community involvement from
ethnic minority groups?

Fear of crime levels
Number of representations on policy documents
received from ethnic minority groups

Will it improve drinking water quality
Will it provide sufficient recreation and leisure
facilities?

Drinking water quality
Range of recreation and leisure facilities

Will it enhance the townscape?

Number of grants issued for repairs,
reinstatement of traditional shop fronts and
bringing vacant units back into use
None identified

Will it provide a strong local identity and sense
of place?
Will it support infrastructure needs?

Will it encourage walking and cycling?
Will it encourage the use of modes of transport
other than the private car?
Will it improve accessibility?
Will it reduce traffic congestion?

Level of infrastructure provision (highways,
public transport, rights of way) through S106 /
CIL
Number of cyclists into the town centre
Mode of travel to work
Households within 400m of a bus service
Traffic levels in the town centre
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Appendix 5
Results of public consultation
The results of the consultation on the various sustainability appraisal documents that have been produced in connection with the
local plan are set out in this appendix.
Results of consultation on the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
The Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was published for consultation between 26 September and 4 November 2013. The
Council received 3 responses as a result of the consultation and these are set out below, together with how they have been taken
into account in the preparation of this Sustainability Appraisal Report.
Organisation

Comment

Response

Environment
Agency

The correct sustainability issues have been addressed.

Noted.

The document appears to list all relevant policies and plans, although WFD is
referenced, there does not appear to be see any mention of the Anglian River
Basin Management Plan (sets out measures to improve water in rivers, estuaries,
coasts and aquifers).

Agree. Add the Anglian River Basin
Management Plan to the list of
relevant plans, programmes and
policies.

Satisfied at present that the Sustainability Appraisal of the Local Plan is
proceeding in a proper, logical and comprehensive manner.

Noted.

Pleased to see recognition of the Government’s objectives for sustainable
development.

Noted.

Welcome the reference made to the requirement for other assessments,

Agree. Change reference from

Natural England
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particularly Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate
Assessment, although this latter requirement may be more appropriately termed
‘Habitats Regulations Assessment’ and should include reference to the
requirement, through Government Policy, to also consider the effects of plans,
programmes and projects on Ramsar sites.

‘Appropriate Assessment’ to
‘Habitats Regulations Assessment’.
Include reference to the
requirement to consider the effects
of plans, programmes and projects
on Ramsar sites.

Welcome reference to issues of importance to Natural England including
landscape character, the protection and enhancement of biodiversity, green
infrastructure, soils and climate change mitigation and adaptation.

Noted.

Recommend that the SA adopts a suitable topic based approach to the
assessment of the effects of Plan policies on the environment.

Noted, however the Council has
adopted a matrix based approach
to the appraisal of plan options.

The SA should make reference to and identify effects on geological sites and
geodiversity.

The impact on geological sites is
implicit within SA Objective 4 which
refers to ‘natural features’. One of
the related indicators refers to
impacts on sites biodiversity or
geological importance.

In addition to statutory designated wildlife sites, the effects of the Plan on locally
designated sites, such as County Wildlife Sites, should be fully assessed through
the SA process.

Agree. The effect of plan options
and sites on locally designated
sites is considered against SA
Objective 4 through the detailed
indicator concerning priority
habitats.

Welcome reference to the Bedfordshire and Luton BAP; the habitats and species
targets of the BAP should inform the assessment of impacts on biodiversity and
help identify opportunities for enhancement.

Noted. The BAP is taken account
of in the list of relevant plans,
policies and programmes and
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provides the context for the
assessment. However the Council
does not have the resources to
monitor progress towards the BAP
targets locally.
Welcome reference to the Bedford Borough Green Infrastructure Plan and the
decision making criteria relating to the multi-functionality of the GI network. The
objectives and targets of the Green Infrastructure Plan should be used to help
inform the assessment of impacts on the GI network.

Noted. The Green Infrastructure
Plan is taken account of in the list
of relevant plans, policies and
programmes and thereby provides
the context for the assessment.
The Green Infrastructure Plan does
not contain objectives and targets.

Recommend consideration of Natural England’s ‘standards for accessible natural
greenspace’ (ANGSt); these provide a set of benchmarks which should be used to
ensure new and existing residential development has access to nature. A further
useful evidence document in relation to green infrastructure is Natural England’s
Analysis of Accessible Natural Greenspace Provision for Bedfordshire. This
identifies levels of deprivation, in terms of access to open space, across the
ANGSt standards within each LPA area.

Noted. The Council has produced
its own local standards for
accessible green space that are
contained in the Allocations and
Designations Local Plan and are
based on the 2007 Open Space
Sport and Recreation Study.

Pleased to note reference to the Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire
Northern Area Detailed Water Cycle Study (April 2012). The findings and
recommendations of these reports will need to be fully considered as part of the
assessment process. Consideration should be given to the deliverability of
drainage infrastructure requirements ahead of, or at least in line with,
development to ensure environmental impacts are minimised.

Noted. The deliverability of
drainage infrastructure is
considered as part of the site
assessment process when
considering potential allocations.

Welcome recognition of the multi-functional benefits of SUDS, for example in
enhancing landscape, amenity, and biodiversity, in addition to drainage and flood
management.

Noted.
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English Heritage

In terms of international plans, policies and programmes, the table on page 80
should include reference to the European Landscape Convention.

Agree. Amend the list of
international plans, policies and
programmes to include the
European Landscape Convention.

Under the culture, heritage and landscape section of Appendix 1, reference to the
Borough Council’s conservation area appraisals and management plans would be
useful, as these contain information that could help shape Local Plan proposals.

Agree. Include the Council’s
conservation area appraisals and
management plans in the list of
relevant plans policies and
programmes.

Welcome reference to conserving and enhancing heritage assets as a
sustainability issue in Table 2. It is useful to present the number of designated and
non-designated heritage assets in Appendix 2, although no information is
currently shown under the “comparator data” column. Might be useful to monitor
the change in number of heritage assets over the years and/or compare local
statistics with regional or national figures. It would also be helpful to complete the
other columns in this table, including the “local context and issues” box.
Furthermore, although they form part of the SA indicators, the baseline data would
benefit from reference to heritage at risk and the number of completed
conservation area appraisals / management plans.

Agree. Include comparator data,
heritage at risk and number of
completed conservation area
appraisals / management plans as
part of the baseline information
where available as well as updates
to the local context and issues
column.

Support SA Objective 3 relating to the built and historic environment. In terms of
the decision-making criteria shown in Table 3, although there is a question
relating to the protection of conservation areas and non-designated
archaeological sites, there is no question relating to protecting heritage assets as
a whole. We recommend that two questions are devised as follows: “Will it protect
or enhance designated heritage assets and their setting?” and “Will it protect or
enhance non-designated assets and their setting, including assets of
archaeological interest”. The question relating to conservation areas then
becomes redundant, although the indicator relating to the number of management

Noted. The Council has considered
the suggested indicators, but would
be unable to monitor these
throughout the SA process and
lifetime of the plan. Amend the
decision-making criteria as
suggested.
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plans can remain. In terms of an indicator for these two questions, it could be as
follows: “Number of planning applications approved in line with archaeology /
conservation officer and/or English Heritage advice”.
In terms of the “at risk” question, this currently excludes registered parks and
gardens, which form part of the national heritage at risk register (although none of
Bedford’s parks are on the current register). The question would be better worded
as “Will it reduce the number of heritage assets at risk?” while the supporting
indicator needs to read “Number of heritage assets at risk”.

Agree. Amend the decisionmaking criteria to read ‘Will it
reduce the number of heritage
assets at risk?’ and indicator to
read ‘Number of heritage assets at
risk’.

With regard to the question on knowledge and recording, care must be taken to
avoid decisions purely on the basis that development would improve our
knowledge of the historic environment, as this could result in buildings being
demolished or sites being excavated even though such actions could be severely
harmful to the historic environment. As paragraph 141 of the NPPF states, “the
ability to record evidence of our past should not be a factor in deciding whether
such loss should be permitted”. Adding the words “where appropriate” at the end
of the question would be sensible.

Agree. Include the words ‘where
appropriate’ at the end of the
relevant decision-making criteria.

In terms of the SA Indicators in Appendix 3, the heritage at risk data on page 99 is
useful, although the national register for 2013 has just been published. Bedford
Borough now has only 8 scheduled monuments at risk, but now 2 listed buildings
at risk and the same conservation area (Bedford) at risk. These changes could be
reflected in the trend column along with the local register trends, with some
commentary in the local context and issues column.

Agree. Include the heritage at risk
data as trend data in the baseline
data table.

From a historic environment perspective, the sustainability appraisal appears to
be appropriate in its level of detail.

Noted.

The report structure appears to be appropriate, although it is not clear where the
appraisal of potential site allocations will appear. Paragraphs 3.4 to 3.8 of this

The SA of sites has been carried
out separately and informs the site
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report state that the SA of sites will take place after the Issues and Options
consultation, but presumably they will need to form part of the SA at the
Submission stage of the Local Plan. We hope that the SA of sites will pay
adequate regard to historic environment issues. Changes to the decision-making
criteria in Table 3 (as recommended above) will be important when it comes to
assessing the impact of sites on heritage assets.

selection process.

Results of consultation on the Sustainability Appraisal of the Issues and Options Paper
The Sustainability Appraisal of the Issues and Options Paper was published for consultation between 13 January and 24 February
2014. The Council received 6 responses as a result of the consultation and these are set out below, together with how they have
been taken into account in the preparation of this Sustainability Appraisal Report.
Organisation

Comment

Response

Environment
Agency

Relevant policies have been included, although the Catchment Flood
Management Plan has been finalised and therefore should not be labelled as
draft. We suggest that our Groundwater Protection: Principles and Practice (GP3)
guidance is included.

Agree. Amend reference in the
Scoping Report to Catchment
Flood Management Plan. The
Groundwater Protection: Principles
and Practice (GP3) guidance was
withdrawn in 2017 and replaced by
Groundwater Protection guides
covering: requirements,
permissions, risk assessments and
controls. Add to the list of relevant
plans, programmes and policies.

The Water and Soil section in Appendix 1 does not consider siltation and pollution
(with chemicals that bind to soil particles, such as phosphates) being washed from
the fields into watercourses due to farming practices. This is a significant part of
meeting the WFD objectives.

Appendix 1 of the Scoping Report
summarises relevant plans and
strategies (apart from international
plans / directives which are listed
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We did not find reference to landfill gas.

separately). Any national or local
documents that are relevant to
these issues can be included.

Table 2 - Environmental Sustainability Issues
We recommend the rewording of point 1 to include “Where present,
redevelopment of brownfield sites should be prioritised”.

Agree, but recognise that NPPF
expects councils to ‘encourage’
reuse not ‘prioritise’ and not all
brownfield sites are in appropriate
locations for redevelopment.

We recommend the rewording of point 4 as this key message is open to
interpretation. It is likely that this issue will be impacted by the upcoming SuDS
Approval Bodies (SABs). We do not recommend the construction of flood
defences to facilitate development where more appropriate sites are available due
to the residual risks (overtopping and breach) and ongoing maintenance
requirements. We would recommend the following wording:
“Development proposals must consider, and be appropriate for, the level of flood
risk to the site. If development is appropriate adequate mitigation and resilience
measures must be provided to ensure flooding does not occur on site or increase
flooding elsewhere. Mitigation measures and drainage schemes should be
designed with due regard to climate change; amenity, biodiversity.”

Agree. Amend Key Sustainability
Issues accordingly.

We recommend the Environmental Sustainability Issues should include “ensure
that the Water Framework Directive (WFD) status of waterbodies does not
deteriorate and is improved where possible”.

Agree. Amend Key Sustainability
Issues accordingly.

Appendix 2
The number of dwellings in Flood Zone 3 is included as an indicator. Whilst we
welcome the inclusion of a flood risk indicator, there is concern that the indicator
will focus on residential rather than all potential construction in Flood Zone 3.
Construction in Flood Zone 2 should also be discouraged where there are sites
available in Flood Zone 1 (Sequential approach).

Noted. The indicator is limited to
residential because this data is
more easily available. Amend
indicator to ‘Number of dwellings in
flood zones 2 and 3a/3b’.
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We have undertaken a comprehensive modelling programme since the level 2
SFRA was produced. We would recommend that the most up to date information
is used in the Sustainability Appraisal.
It is also not clear from the table how this indicator is to be used and does not
indicate the expected trend if a Local Plan was not produced. Whilst the local
context and issues identifies that “development to take account of flood risk” it is
unclear what this means in the local context.

Noted.
No issues were identified because
data had not been collected at that
time. Amend to reflect local issues.

Individual elements of river quality biology and chemistry have been included (this
is no longer appropriate) rather than overall ecological status of the waterbodies.
Updated information should refer to WFD classifications, which we can supply.
There is also no groundwater quality or quantity information provided, which again
we can supply.

Noted. River quality is a baseline
indicator. Replace with ‘ecological
status of water bodies’. Include
new baseline indicator
’groundwater quality and quantity’.

We welcome the inclusion of Objective 1 to reduce the risk of flooding within the
Borough. However, there is concern that combining flood risk into a climate
change objective will dilute the importance of this issue. Furthermore, whilst
flooding would most likely be exacerbated by climate change, it is a present and
ongoing issue and therefore should not be viewed as a preventative measure for
the future. For these reasons we advise that flood risk should remain as a
separate sustainability framework objective.

Disagree. This high-level SA
objective concerns climate change.
Although this covers a number of
issues and indicators it does not
mean that each issue is not
individually important or will not be
addressed in the local plan.

We suggest Objective 2 should include minimising use of landfill and increasing
energy from waste. ‘minimising water use’ could be expanded to include
promoting use of grey water recycling and installing water meters on all new
properties.

Disagree. Minimising landfill is
already covered by the indicator for
municipal waste recycling which is
easily monitored. Promoting water
recycling and installing water
meters are policy responses and
already reflected in the indicator
‘water consumption’.
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Natural England

We suggest Objective 4 decision making criteria should include “ensuring that the
Water Framework Directive ecological status of river waterbodies does not
deteriorate and is improved where possible”.

Agree. Amend decision making
criteria and add new SA indicator
‘ecological status of water bodies’.

We suggest that protected European Eel and other fish species should be
included as a consideration as is set out in various catchment delivery plans in the
Borough.

Agree. Include as a baseline
indicator.

The Sustainability Appraisal framework has identified the appropriate sources of
information and has identified a reduction in flood risk as an objective.
The internal compatibility testing has identified potential conflict between the new
climate change objective (Objective 1) and Objectives 5, 7 and 8. Despite this, the
issues and proposed solutions do not include any mention of flood risk and this
should be included if the new objective structure is to be adopted.

Disagree. The reduction of flood
risk is not identified as an SA
objective but rather as one of
several indicators related to a
strategic climate change objective.
The conflict of objective 1 with
objectives 5, 7 and 8 (all concerned
with economic and residential
growth) is recognised in the
Scoping Report with the
recommendation that any
contribution to climate change
should be mitigated.

2.6 Habitats Regulations Assessment
We note the intention to carry out a Habitats Regulation Screening Assessment
(HRA) of the Bedford Local Plan at a later date but Natural England advise that it
will be beneficial to commence the assessment as early as possible. HRA should
be an iterative process that is reviewed at each stage of the plan making process
and the outcomes of the HRA along with the Sustainability Appraisal should be
used to inform the ‘preferred’ most sustainable options.

Noted. A Habitats Regulation
Screening Assessment of the local
plan has been undertaken.

4.8 Summary of Conclusions
Natural England would not like to make any specific comments in relation to the

Noted.
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different options but we favour the options that would have a more positive impact
on environmental factors and recommend that this is given careful consideration
when determining preferred options.
The selection of preferred options should be clearly justified and any unavoidable
negative impacts should be mitigated.
English Heritage

We have briefly considered the January 2014 Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and
have no specific comments to make. We note and welcome that our response to
the Scoping Report has been considered and a number of amendments made to
the SA.

Noted.

Highways Agency

I note that where the five spatial options have been tested against objective 12
(Minimise growth in car usage, reduced the need to travel and promote the shift to
more sustainable modes of transport) the predicted effects of four out of the five
spatial options are listed as ‘uncertain’, and one option (4) listed as ‘negative’ with
potential long term and permanent effects. Whilst the high level indication of
possible effects presented provides a useful initial indication, I would like to
enquire whether the Council intends for further assessment to be undertaken in
order to remove these uncertainties as the Local Plan is taken towards adoption.

As the local plan strategy has
evolved and specific locations for
growth identified it has been
possible to undertake more
detailed assessment of effects.

East
Northamptonshire
Council

In preparing the Strategic Environmental Assessment / Sustainability Appraisal
regarding Option 4, I would suggest that explicit recognition ought to be given to
the possibility of new potential growth points around Rushden and St Neots, even
if these options are not ultimately pursued.

Noted. This suggestion has been
overtaken by events. A
subsequent consultation has
considered specific growth points
put forward by land owners.

DLP Planning
Consultants on
behalf of various
clients

We are generally supportive of the assessment of the five options for growth on
pages 20-29 of the Sustainability Appraisal. This clearly shows that options which
seek to spread development across the District are overall deemed to be as
sustainable, if not more so, than options which continue to focus development
within the Growth Area. DLP welcomes the conclusions that:
“option 1 and 2 restrict choice for developers, investors and home buyers, whilst

Noted.
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further increasing development pressure in locations that have already absorbed
substantial growth.” (p28)
However, we would dispute the conclusions that:
“…dispersed development is more likely to increase the need to travel and risks
placing housing in locations which may reduce its ability to help sustain existing
services and could involve extensive new infrastructure.” (p28)
On the contrary, we contend that a planned increase in housing in smaller
sustainable settlements, as outlined above, is likely to help sustain existing
services and facilities and increase viability in areas which are currently dying
because of a lack of investment and demand.

It is not accepted that dispersed
development would not be more
likely to increase the need to travel.
However it is accepted that
planned development in rural
settlements may help sustain
existing services and facilities.
This is reflected in the
Sustainability Appraisal Report.

Results of consultation on the Addendum to Issues and Option Sustainability Appraisal
The Sustainability Appraisal Addendum was published for consultation between 19 October and 14 December 2015. The Council
received 13 responses as a result of the consultation which related to the sustainability appraisal process. A number of other
responses that were not directly concerned with the sustainability appraisal process but instead related to the strategy of the local
plan itself or other matters, have not been included here. The responses are set out below, together with how they have been
taken into account in the preparation of this Sustainability Appraisal Report.
Organisation

Comment

Response

Natural England

The Sustainability Appraisal (SA) identifies a negative effect to the natural
environment (Objective 4 of the SA) from the amount of housing growth proposed
but acknowledges that such impacts would be dependent on the detailed
locations where development may occur.
The SA also identifies a negative effect to the natural environment from the option
proposed to spread development between a greater number of settlements as it is
expected that there would be less opportunity to re-use previously developed

Noted.
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land. If re-use of land is seen as a key difference between the options then
evidence should be examined as to how much previously developed land is
available for development within the growth area and elsewhere in the Borough.
Again the SA recognises that there is considerable uncertainty as to the impacts
of the proposed option on the natural environment without greater detail on where
development would occur.
We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the
meantime you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us.
Historic England

To ensure the historic environment is adequately covered within the Sustainability
Appraisal (SA) we would strongly recommend the use of our guidance on the
historic environment within SA’s, which can be seen following this link:
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/strategic-environassessment-sustainability-appraisal-historic-environment/.
Turning to the addendum, as with objective 9 within the Local Plan itself we would
advise the re-wording of the latter half of objective 9 to ‘which conserves and
enhances the historic environment, heritage assets and their settings and..’. I can
advise that we agree with the findings in terms of the likely impacts on SA
objective 3 (relating to the historic environment) for the revised growth option and
the new strategy option (Option 6). As the effects on the historic environment are
uncertain it is agreed that the impact on the historic environment should be a
consideration in the site selection process. Further studies, which will help assess
impact on the historic environment, should be undertaken at an early stage of site
selection. In addition, mitigation should be covered within policy which should
include high quality of design of new development which is sensitive to the local
character, existing heritage assets and their setting.
As outlined previously the last bullet of the mitigation measures proposed (at point
3.15) should be re-worded to ‘ensure that development minimises impacts on the
historic environment…’. Preferably, mitigation relating to the historic environment
should be separated from nature conservation assets, which have very different
needs and considerations.

Noted.
Agree, however the development
strategy has subsequently changed
and (the former) Option 6 is not
being pursued in the local plan.
When preparing the Sustainability
Appraisal Report ensure that
mitigation measures for the
preferred option take account of
these comments.
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Mr Anthony Roche,
ADR Rail Ltd

Sustainability needs to be an integral part of each element of the 2032 review.
and I consider that you have identified many key aspects of the issues that need
to be addressed. The outcome is what we leave for future generations and
decisions based on short term outcomes should be avoided

Noted.

Bidwells

The higher level of growth constitutes a further reasonable option that should be
tested against the sustainability appraisal framework. Therefore, the addendum to
the Sustainability Appraisal is welcomed. It is essential to ensure that the
Sustainability Appraisal is undertaken on all spatial strategy options being
considered.

Noted.

Cerda Planning for
The Kler Group

Cerda largely support the approach taken by the Council in the above document.
It explains that following the last consultation on the Issues and Options in 2014
that the ONS published updated population projections and household forecasts
which has had an impact on the overall housing requirement for the Borough. The
new option 6 has developed to deal with this recently identified additional need.
The Council however, must demonstrate this is achieving the OAN.
We also agree that higher level of growth dealt with by option 6 is likely to require
a greater use of natural resources and greater Greenfield land- take than options
dealing with lower growth levels. There will also be additional pressures on
wildlife, habitats and landscapes, which can be managed through careful
consideration of each site and appropriate mitigation. However, on the positive
side it has the potential to support the delivery of new homes, infrastructure,
services and facilities and help support strong local economic growth.

Noted.

Mrs Ann Mills, The
Open University,
Milton Keynes

All good! Is high density development compatible with high quality design in all
cases?

Noted. Development can be well
designed whatever the density.
The sustainability appraisal notes
that development needs to be of
high quality design that is sensitive
to local character so as to reduce
the impact of development on
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existing communities. This will be
reflected in the policies of the local
plan.
Mr David Pugh

The objectives set out for option 6 differ vastly from the realities of the proposed
plan.
For example: the only two “major positive” effects of option 6 listed in paragraph
3.13 i.e. no 8 and 9, rely on widely spreading growth around existing settlements.
As the proposed plan has not spread growth but instead concentrated on a few
communities they cannot be included, which casts doubt on the suitability of
option 6.

The objectives are not for option 6
but the SA objectives which are
used to assess the effects of all
plan proposals. Option 6 does
spread growth between existing
settlements, broadly in relation to
their position in the settlement
hierarchy.

Miss Rachel Lawson The detail in this clarifies some items to do with proportions of urban and rural
development. However, I don't believe some of the assumed expectations such as
how developing the next to urban areas will encourage the use of public transport
and walking and cycling. People are naturally quite lazy and it is still much easier
to get in your own car than waiting for public transport.

Noted. Although many use private
cars for journeys which may be
quicker by walking or cycling, or
where public transport is available,
locating development in accessible
areas does give people the choice.
Furthermore, circumstances may
change thus making private car
use a less attractive choice.

Mr James Russell,
The Forest of
Marston Vale Trust

Disagree. The existing policy
approach regarding the Forest of
Marston Vale (policy AD25) does
not require development to
contribute positively to the
enhancement of the natural
environment and green
infrastructure, but rather to address
the aims of the project in

As noted above, the sustainability arguments for the proposed Development
Strategy are understood. In the case of new development proposals within the
Forest of Marston Vale area, then the Sustainability Appraisal should note that
these will need to contribute positively to the enhancement of the natural
environment and green infrastructure, so as to comply with existing policy support
regarding the Forest. This exceptional case of potentially positive environmental
impact (i.e. a “net gain”) should perhaps be noted alongside the general
assessment of development being environmentally harmful.
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appropriate circumstances. Such a
policy approach is less restrictive of
development proposals, although it
is accepted that development
opportunities could help regenerate
the environment and improve the
landscape of the Forest of Marston
Vale area. Although, the
development strategy has
subsequently changed and (the
former) Option 6 is not being
pursued in the local plan,
appropriate reference should be
made to the Forest of Marston Vale
where affected by development
proposals.
Disagree that the appraisal of the
option should also refer to
exceptional cases. The purpose of
the appraisal is to provide a
general overview of the effect of
the option on the sustainability
objective. The SA of individual site
proposals however may note
different effects from the general.
Detailed site appraisals will be
used as part of the selection of
sites.
J & J Design for Mr
L R Denny, Bedford
Gospel Hall Trust

Bedford Gospel Hall Trust broadly supports the Sustainability Appraisal and
Addendum including Appendix 1. The trust supports Headline Objective 10 but
considers that the Headline Indicator should include: Levels of social and

Agree in principle, however
indicators have to be based on
available information and data on
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Milton Ernest Parish
Council; Chair
Milton Ernest NP
Steering Group

community involvement and volunteering within the borough. Detailed decision
making criteria should include: Will it promote social cohesion in both urban and
rural communities? Detailed Indicator - Numbers of representations from the
voluntary and not-for-profit organisations.

responses from voluntary and notfor-profit organisations is not
collected.
Amend Sustainability Appraisal
Framework for Objective 10 - add:
new Headline Indicator Levels of
social and community involvement
and volunteering within the
borough; additional Detailed
Decision Making Criteria Will it
promote social cohesion in both
urban and rural communities?; and
additional Detailed Indicator
Number of people registered with
the Council’s Environment Team
as a community volunteer.

The Sustainability Appraisal Framework has been used to assess the
sustainability of the options (1 to 6). However, the methodology used to arrive at
an overall assessment results is not clear. In particular, the ‘detailed decision
making criteria’ and indicators’ use different units (or no units) and no
normalisation method or weighting factors or other method of fair comparison are
evident. There is no indication whether or not the indicator outcomes are
aggregated somehow to the ‘headline objects’ and then the ‘headline objectives’
compared with each other, or if the indicators are compared individually.
The lack of this type of information suggests that the assessment is in no way
quantitative and, as such, the ‘decision making criteria’ are effectively used only
as a basic checklist. This means that the subjective opinion of the individual/team
undertaking the assessment is likely to be the most influential factor in the
outcomes. The process is not transparent enough and cannot easily be
demonstrated as being fair. A explanation of the full methodology undertaken
(with regards to the points raised) and an independent review as to the

The sustainability appraisal does
not decide between options but is
intended to identify the effects of
options on environmental,
economic and social objectives.
This will help decision-makers
make informed choices that
maximise the sustainability of
development. Once the plan is
drafted a more detailed
sustainability appraisal is
undertaken of the detailed policies
and proposals.
The Addendum to the Issues and
Options Sustainability Appraisal
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Optimis Consulting
Ltd on behalf of
various clients

robustness of it would build greater confidence in the process and, in turn, the
outcomes.

was intended as a partial update of
a previous sustainability appraisal
document published in 2014. It
was therefore not comprehensive
and did not fully explain the
process. Fuller details will be
included in the Sustainability
Appraisal Report which
accompanies the draft local plan.

Appendix 1:
Headline Objective 9 on the Sustainability Appraisal Framework: Reduce Levels
of Deprivation, inequality and exclusion- only three wards have been chosen, but
there are other wards which suffer from severe levels of deprivation, including
Clapham and Goldington according to the 2011 Ward Profiles. All Wards must be
fully considered in this regard.
Headline Objective 11: Promote a strong sense of local identity and sense of
place must include opportunities to celebrate Bedfordshire’s historic geographyOpportunities to enhance Bedfordshire’s unique geography haven’t been
considered (see paper on Ends).

In relation to objective 9 of the
sustainability appraisal framework,
Castle, Cauldwell and Harpur
wards (not Queens Park, which
was listed in error) have been
chosen in the detailed decision
making criteria because they have
consistently ranked in the lowest
five wards in the borough on the
Index of Multiple Deprivation lower
super output area rank. They have
been chosen as indicators that will
be monitored to show the effect of
the plan over time: it is not a case
that other wards are not important.
Amend detailed decision making
criteria for objective 9 of the
sustainability appraisal framework
to “Castle, Cauldwell and Harpur”.
In relation to objective 11 of the
sustainability appraisal framework,
it is important that chosen
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indicators can be monitored over
time. The suggestion is not an
indicator and is not capable of
monitoring.
Gladman
Developments

The Addendum to the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) adds to the SA prepared in
2014. It highlights, unsurprisingly, that higher levels of growth require a greater
use of natural resources but has a greater potential to support the delivery of new
homes, infrastructure, services and facilities and would help support strong local
economic growth.
The Framework (paragraph 8) sets out that planning is a balancing exercise
considering the three strands of sustainability (economic, social and
environmental). Economic growth and tackling the housing crisis are top of the
Government’s agenda and therefore local plans should, in the spirit of the
Framework (paragraph18), seek to promote options which deliver economic and
housing growth that is the cornerstone of Government policy.
It is Gladman’s opinion that Option 3 seeks to achieve this objective for a wide
range of Bedford’s community by concentrating significant levels of development
on the existing urban area whilst ensuring a meaningful level of development is
also directed to the rural area to help rural communities meet their own needs.
The SA Addendum highlights in para 3.8 that Options 1 and 2 restrict choice for
developers, investors and home buyers. The aim of the Government is to boost
significantly the supply of housing and this is best achieved by increasing choice
and competition in the market for both developers and house buyers.
Gladman object to the phrase used in para 3.15 of the SA addendum to prioritise
development on previously developed land. This is contrary to the advice
contained in paras 17 and 111 of the Framework that seeks only to encourage the
use of brownfield land not prioritise it. To prioritise the reuse of brownfield land is
not supported by national policy and can lead to a reliance being placed on land
for new development which is unviable to bring forward. This can lead to issues
with maintaining a robust 5 year supply of housing land.

Noted.
Agree that the NPPF states that
planning policies should
“encourage the effective use of
land that has been previously
developed”. However the
development strategy has
subsequently changed and (the
former) Option 6 is not being
pursued in the local plan. When
preparing the Sustainability
Appraisal Report ensure that
mitigation measures for the
preferred option take account of
these comments.
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Results of consultation on the Second Addendum to Issues and Option Sustainability Appraisal
The Second Sustainability Appraisal Addendum was published for consultation between 24 April and 9 June 2017. The Council
received 6 responses as a result of the consultation which related to the sustainability appraisal process. A number of other
responses that were not directly concerned with the sustainability appraisal process but instead related to the strategy of the local
plan itself or other matters, have not been included here. The responses are set out below, together with how they have been
taken into account in the preparation of this Sustainability Appraisal Report.
Organisation

Comment

Response

Natural England

When considering the amount and distribution of growth, the SA identifies two
identical results: X Negative Effect* on the natural environment (SA Objective 4)
from the effect of the amount and location of development on large areas of
greenfield land. Therefore, the testing of a higher level of growth produces the
same result as the SA of 2014 Issues and Option paper and the 2015 SA first
addendum. Notwithstanding this, we agree that larger scale new settlements offer
a greater opportunity to design good levels of access to natural greenspace
provision, together with an appropriate quantity and quality of GI within the
settlements that connect strategically to GIOZs. Areas for enhancement of
biodiversity provide recreation opportunities and should support the achievement
of relevant targets of the local Biodiversity Action Plan where appropriate. In
particular reference to Sites 620 and 622, the provision of GI can relieve
damaging impacts from increased recreational pressure on sensitive locations.
* We note however that the in considering the new settlement options in Appendix
3, the SA identifies XX Major Negative Effect when ‘Larger scale new settlements’
option of 4K-6K dwellings when compared with ‘Smaller scale new settlements’ of
1K-2K dwellings

Noted.

The Second Addendum also sets out a SA of the preferred development strategy

Paragraph 3.32 lists potential
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which differs from the strategy published of the 2015 Further Issues and Options
Consultation (as described in paragraph 3.27). Crucially we note that it contains a
larger amount of residential development. Mitigation measures to make the best
use of previously-developed brownfield land are described in paragraph 3.32
however it is not clear the extent to which brownfield sites (other than the
Stewartby brickworks) have been sought. This is a theme that we provided advice
on in our response on 14 December 2015 (our ref: 169005 / 169719) where we
advised “evidence should be examined as to how much previously developed
land is available for development within the growth area and elsewhere in the
Borough”.

mitigation measures that could be
used, including making the best
use of previously-developed land.
The Council has subsequently
published a brownfield register as
required by government. However
sites can only be allocated in the
local plan if they are suitable,
available and achievable.

We agree with the summary at paragraphs 3.30 and 3.31 that likely negative
effects of the preferred strategy will be that the proposed new development on
greenfield land could potentially have an adverse impact on biodiversity assets.
We advise that assessment of the various options should demonstrate clearly that
brownfield potential sites within both existing urban areas and Group 1 and Group
2 villages have been fully considered in order to minimise the amount of new
greenfield development.

Noted. All available sites that have
been put forward for consideration
have been assessed.

We also agree that development should be avoided in areas of BMV agricultural
land, as described at paragraph 3.32; see our further comments above on the
New Settlements Assessment.

Noted.

We welcome that the SA process is considering the effects of the Plan on locally
designated sites, in addition to nationally designated sites, in accordance with our
advice on the SA Scoping report provided on 1 November 2013 (our ref: 98964).
The assessment of other topics such as air quality and water quality and
resources has been considered rather briefly. However we recognise that this is
likely to be because the assessment of potential development sites and new
settlement options is an ongoing iterative process. The Council’s detailed
assessment of the issues should consider the potential for adverse impacts on the
natural environment and the Local Plan should contain appropriate Policies for

Noted.
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mitigation.
 Regarding impacts on air quality we note at paragraph 3.29 that “poorer air
quality is also a likely permanent effect in all locations” with a resulting
assessment of XX Major Negative Effect against SA Objective 1. Whilst it may
be true that the higher levels of growth may result in higher levels of emissions
from traffic, the creation of new settlements should be considered carefully
alongside other spatial options.
 Regarding impacts on water quality these are described very generally in
various places within this report and the impacts on water resources are
typically only described as “increase resource consumption (energy, water,
land)”.
In Appendix 1 Sustainability Appraisal Framework a set of Headline and Detailed
Indicators is provided against each SA Objective. Whilst we recognise that it is not
Natural England’s role to prescribe what indicators should be adopted, we provide
advice on four of the existing Detailed Indicators that are provided on p33 for
Headline Objective 4, which we hope you find helpful in monitoring the significant
environmental effects of implementing the local plan as set out in Planning
Practice Guidance.
1. SSSI in favourable condition. We would not recommend using SSSI condition
as an indicator. A better indicator would be impacts (both direct and indirect) on
designated sites, e.g. “Number of planning approvals that generated any adverse
impacts on sites of acknowledged biodiversity importance”;
2. Local sites in positive conservation management. The reference to protection or
enhancement of Priority Habitats appears to pre-suppose that Local Sites are the
only location where Priority Habitats occur. We would recommend a direct link
between development management decisions through indicators, particularly
when the Local Plan should seek to achieve creation of Priority Habitat as part of
its outcomes e.g. “Hectares of Priority Habitat delivered through strategic site
allocations” and “Percentage of major developments generating overall
biodiversity enhancement.”
3. New woodland in the community forest. We welcome that contribution to the

Noted. Data availability is a
practical difficulty in monitoring
some of the suggested indicators,
however agree with some
amendments in principle. For SA
Objective 4 amend detailed
indicators to:
‘1. Number of planning approvals
that adversely impacted sites of
biodiversity or geological
importance.
2. Area of priority habitat delivered
through planning approvals within
allocated sites.’
3 No change.
4 No change – this data is not
easily available.
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objectives of the Marston Vale Community Forest is included in decision-making
criteria and indicator.
4. Number of planning applications with green infrastructure conditions attached.
We would advise that a different set of Indicators are used to reflect on the ground
net-gain in accessible natural greenspace as opposed to performance of the
application of planning conditions. Suitable indictors may be:
o Hectares of accessible open space per 1000 population;
o Percentage of the borough population having access to a natural greenspace
within 400 metres of their home;
Our Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) describes the amount,
quality and level of visitor services we recommend for all areas, and may be
suitable for the selection of indicators.
Sustainability Appraisal of Sites April 2017
This report (‘SA Sites Report’ for future reference) sets out the high-level SA of
individual site submissions. We note that Sustainability Objective 4 Create,
conserve, protect and enhance the borough’s natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species uses a distance-based approach* for the
assessment of sites. Sites in close proximity to protected sites score XXX Strong
and significant adverse impact. Whilst it is true that distance/proximity to a bio- or
geo-diversity asset is a consideration, we would advise that the source-receptorpathway model should be used to determine potential impacts. One impact is
likely to be indirect effects of increased recreational pressure on designated sites,
such as SSSIs, and we advise this is particularly relevant to Stevington Marsh
SSSI, Felmersham Gravel Pits SSSI and Odell Great Wood SSSI. We have
produced an Impact Risk Zone dataset to assist the screening of planning
proposals and the data can be used to assist the assessment of site allocations
proposals as well as individual development management applications. We
understand that Bedford Borough Council have already downloaded the data from
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/sssi-impact-risk-zones3. Whilst impacts on water
quality and water resources will be determined through detailed proposals of
potential sites; we do acknowledge that the Council has recognised the resource

Noted. The advantage of the
proximity approach is that it is easy
to assess. The suggested Impact
Risk Zone data set only considers
impact on SSSIs and not nonstatutory sites, however any
additional impact information that it
shows will be taken into account. In
SA of Sites report. Amend
Methodology for SA Objective 4 –
‘xxx Within or adjoining a Site of
Special Scientific Interest, County
Wildlife Site, Local Geological Site,
Local Nature Reserve or Roadside
Nature Reserve, or if not within /
adjoining, likely to have an impact
on a Site of Special Scientific
Interest.’ Review scoring of all sites
using Natural England’s Impact
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importance of waterways and water bodies by including in the scoring for
Sustainability Objective 4 whereby waterbodies result in a score of XX Potentially
significant adverse impact.
* “Within or adjoining a Site of Special Scientific Interest, County Wildlife Site,
Local Geological Site, Local Nature Reserve or Roadside Nature Reserve”.

Risk Zone data set (affects sites
178, 236, 238, 326, 327, 427, 446,
447, 470, 472, 475, 527, 620, 621,
622, 692).

We note that appraisal of Sustainability Objective 4 scores ++ Potentially
significant positive impact or + Site supports this objective although it may have
only a minor positive impact where site is within a GIOZ and/or Forest of Marston
Vale (FOMV). We support this scoring methodology as an acknowledgement of
the role that development can have in supporting the achievement of the
objectives of the GIOZs or FOMV.

Noted.

We note that there is no Sustainability Objective on soil protection, in particular
BMV agricultural land. We recognise that this issue has been considered in Stage
4 of the Site Assessments And Potential Options For Allocation report, however
the Council may wish to consider adding BMV agricultural land quality as part of
the scoring methodology within the SA Sites Report.

Agree. In SA of Sites report add to
Methodology for SA Objective 2 –
‘xx Site is not within the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area,
is not previously developed and
uses BMV land’. Add to
explanatory text – ‘BMV land
means agricultural land grades 1 or
2. Although the National Planning
Policy Framework includes 3a as
BMV, the available data does not
subdivide grade 3 into 3a or 3b’.
Review scoring of all sites.

We agree with the conclusion made in paragraph 4.2 that development re-using
previously developed land should perform better than development proposed on
greenfield land, in accordance with the NPPF paragraph 111. We are concerned
that there appears to be no consideration as to the existing environmental value of
such brownfield land and this should be evaluated at an early stage to ensure that

Noted. The environmental value of
individual sites is considered in the
Site Assessments And Potential
Options For Allocation document.
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brownfield sites of high environmental value are either not brought forward as
allocations or that mitigation measures can be secured to retain and enhance the
interest features.
We have considered the Proposal Maps and the SA Sites Report in relation to
potential impacts on SSSIs and provide our comments below:
o Yelden Meadows SSSI. Sites 427 Church Field, Yelden and 432 Willow Bank,
Yelden are within ~50m of the SSSI. We understand that there is no public access
to this SSSI and limited connectivity between the SSSI and Site 427 and therefore
recreational pressure impacts should be minimal. Given that Site 432 is near to
the SSSI we would advise re-scoring of Sustainability Objective 4.
o Hanger Wood SSSI. There is a cluster of potential development sites very near
to this SSSI although these are separated from the SSSI by the main A422 road.
Hangar Wood is not open to the public so recreational pressure impacts should be
minimal.
o Stevington Marsh SSSI. A cluster of ‘Group 3’ sites that represent ~300 new
dwellings are ~250m north of the SSSI. Most of these potential development sites
are scored X Site appears to conflict with the objective and may result in adverse
impacts. The SSSI is passed through by a Public Right of Way that is a promoted
local route. There are already impact on the SSSI from picnics, conflict with
livestock and some antisocial behaviour. The addition of new dwellings should be
considered as an opportunity to achieve funding through developer contribution or
other mechanism for improved signage or educational measures. We would
advise a review of the scoring of this ‘Group 3’ cluster.
o Felmersham Gravel Pits SSSI. We were consulted by Bedford Borough on Site
620 Land east of Odell Road, Sharnbrook and we refer you to the advice we
provided on 13 January 2017 (our ref: 204593). In summary, we advised that
careful consideration of impacts was required and that an appropriate package of
developer contributions would need to be developed. This should be negotiated
with the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
who are the owners and managers of the SSSI. In addition to that advice, we note
that Site 622 Lee Farm Sharnbrook is ~500m to the north of the SSSI and we

Noted. The scoring of these sites
will be reviewed taking account of
Natural England’s Impact Risk
Zone data set as noted above.
Note that site 432 is for 1 dwelling
and the impact assessment does
not consider it to be a risk.
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would consider that it is close enough to increase recreational pressure on the
SSSI. We note that Site 620 scores X Site appears to conflict with the objective
and may result in adverse impacts. We advise that this score - in accordance with
the current scoring - should be XXX Strong and significant adverse impact as Site
620 is adjacent to the SSSI.
o Odell Great Wood SSSI. Site 622 is ~700m to the north-east of this SSSI. We
responded on 8 June 2017 to an EIA Scoping Request (our ref: 216462, your ref:
17/01322/EIASCP) relating to Site 622 where we advised that both Odell Great
Wood SSSI and Felmersham Gravel Pits SSSI should be scoped into the
Environmental Statement. We note that the applicant has already picked up on
our concerns regarding adverse impacts from increased recreational pressure in
their scoping report and have proposed some mitigation. Odell Great Wood SSSI
(which we also understand to be a County Wildlife Site) is in private ownership it
does include PRoWs and there are currently adverse impacts from off-road
vehicle issues. The provision of good quality recreational spaces within the
proposed site is essential to reducing residual impacts from increased recreational
pressure from development on both Odell Great Wood and Felmersham Gravel
Pits SSSIs. Developer-contributions toward provision for signage, education and
other access infrastructure related to both SSSI’s would also be of benefit. We
advise that retention of the existing woodland that is within the proposal boundary
as a buffering habitat.
We note that the four proposed new settlements have yet to be assessed within
the SA: we would be pleased to provide further advice when the sustainability
assessment has been undertaken.

At this stage the sustainability
appraisal had only considered the
principle of new settlements as the
4 potential sites had not been
assessed for their deliverability.
The Sustainability Appraisal Report
which accompanies the draft local
plan will assess any new
settlements that are found to be
deliverable and are therefore
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reasonable alternatives.
Pegasus Group on
behalf of Martin
Grant Homes (Land
west of Bromham)

In addition, West Bromham (including Site 52) is well located to make use of the
existing bus stops which are served by the No.41 service to Bedford and
Northampton. The No.41 service provides a better than twice hourly service to
Bedford on a Monday-Saturday with increased service levels at peak times. The
No.41 route offers a reduced service on Sundays. On this basis and when taking
into account the provisions of Table 1 my client strongly refutes the Council’s
assessment of Site 52 in the Sustainability Appraisal of Sites (April 2017)
document which states that Site 52 has ‘Limited or no local services and facilities
within walking distance’. Site 52’s negative rating in this regard should be
reconsidered.

No change. The good frequency of
public transport is reflected in the
scoring of this site. The scoring as
‘limited or no local services and
facilities within walking distance’ is
explained in the SA of sites
document and means that fewer
than 3 of the following services and
facilities are available within 10
minutes’ walk: GP, general store,
school, place of employment.

Fisher German LLP
on behalf of C
Campbell and R
Brandon (land at
Kennell Hill)

The Council’s own assessment of the site scores the site well against all twelve of
the sustainability objectives. As set out below, the Council’s scoring has been
updated slightly to reflect the emerging evidence which is being prepared for the
site.
(See original response for table.)
It is clear from the above that the site fulfils the Councils sustainability objectives,
and would deliver a high quality sustainable development. There are no
constraints to the delivery of the site. The site can be brought forward, on its own,
for development immediately with the delivery of the entire site contributing the
next five years of the Plan period. The early delivery of the site would not impact
the delivery of the new school.
Given how well the site scores against the Council’s sustainability objectives, it is
considered that the site should be allocated for development.

The scoring methodology is
explained in the SA of sites
document and is to ensure a
consistent approach between sites.
Objective 2 – No change. Site 617
does not adjoin the SPA and
therefore scores ‘-‘.
Objective 3 – No change. Both
sites adjoin a conservation area
and are near listed buildings. The
score indicates only that further
assessment is required.
Objective 4 – No change. The site
is not within a GIOZ defined on the
Policies Map.
Objectives 9 and 10 – No change.
Only sites within or adjoining the
urban area can score ‘++’.
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Objective 11 – No change. Site 236
is >25 units and adjoins the SPA.
Its design will therefore require
assessment to ensure it can be
well integrated. Site 617 does not
adjoin the SPA.
Objective 12 – No change. An
hourly bus service is considered
infrequent in the assessment.
Mr Kulwinder Rai

Site 683, the former Bedford Butterfly Park, is an eminently suitable residential
site but has been wholly incorrectly assessed in the sustainability appraisal. The
whole of the site was submitted for as being suitable for residential development.
The sustainability Objectives
1. To ensure resilience to and reduce the effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
Scored as ‘X’ No local services and facilities within walking distance and
infrequent public transport; developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
a) In fact, last autumn a bus stop was erected directly outside the site – the No 27
bus stops there. It is a regular timetabled service that will increase in frequency
once further development takes place at the Rural Key Service Centre in Great
Barford.
b) The Pells Farm Shop, granted a Certificate of Lawful Use for A1 Retail earlier in
2017, is just 500 yards walk away from the site. The Farm Shop was assessed by
the Borough Council as comprising two shops which shared the same till: a
convenience food and provisions shop and an attached nursery. That constitutes
two shops…
c) Wilden Lower/Middle School, The Victoria Arms, St Peters Church and the
Village Hall are all within a 10 minute walk, using safe existing Rights Of Way,
from the site entrance, within the recommended distances.
d) The site is on the route of the St Neots Riverside Cycling Route, a route that is

The SA of Sites report explains the
basis of the scoring against SA
objectives.
Objective 1 – The bus service is
less than one every 2 hours and it
therefore considered to be
infrequent. To be assessed as ‘+’ 3
out of the following services and
facilities must be available: GP,
general store, school, place of
employment, and public transport
must be frequent. Amend score of
site 683 to ‘~ Limited local services
and facilities within walking
distance; developable land within
the site is not within flood risk zone
2 or 3’.
Objectives 9, 10 and 12 – Score is
correct because fewer than 3 out of
the following services and facilities
are available: GP, general store,
school, place of employment, and
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Persimmon
Homes/Charles
Church Midlands

designated ‘easy’ and on quiet roads and leads directly into Bedford which is just
2km away.
e) Cambian Walnut Tree Farm School, located just 50m from the entrance of the
site, has recently been granted permission to create a 20 pupil facility at Avenue
farm Lane.
In summary, the site should have been scored as an ‘+’ for section 1.
9. Reduce levels of deprivation, inequalities and exclusion
Scored as ‘X’ Residential development proposed not within walking distance of
local services and facilities and infrequent public transport.
And
10. Promote community involvement in place shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
See response to Objective 1 – should have scored as ‘+’ in both categories.
11. Promote a strong local identity and sense of place.
Scored as XX – site separate from existing setllements.
The site lies in Sevick End, a residential settlement that has existed for over 700
years. It may not be regarded as a settlement in terms of the current CSRIP but
assessment of what constitutes a settlement for the 2035 Local Plan should be
carried out ‘policy off’ with respect to current Settlement Policy Areas. This is a
fundamental error. The score in this section should have been ‘+’.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to travel and promote the shift
to more sustainable modes of transport.
Scored as ‘XX’ – see response to objective 1 – site should have scored as a ‘+’.
I am not in the least bit surprised that the planning department has scored the site
inaccurately like this, given they've consistently refused all of my residential
development proposals I've submitted for it. Still, it's pretty shoddy behaviour, I'd
say.

public transport is infrequent.
Objective 11 – The SA has used
the current settlement policy area
boundaries because these identify
areas with a built-up character.
This is consistent with the
objective, which is to promote a
strong local identity and sense of
place.

There are no overriding reasons in this appraisal to rule out consideration of
higher levels of growth at the Group 1 Villages, or selected Group 1 villages
where enough suitable sites are available. As mentioned in our comments under
the Development Strategy section, we feel this option is worthy of further

The purpose of the sustainability
appraisal is to inform decisions so
that appropriate mitigation can be
taken. The decision to select one
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David Lock

consideration. This is especially the case given our concerns over the number of
homes being directed towards the new settlement proposal in the plan period,
which as we have mentioned is unlikely to be deliverable.

option over another is for the planmaker.

The appraisal rates the site options against sustainability criteria, giving them a
positive, neutral or negative rating of different strengths. We have noticed some
inconsistencies in the ratings which we would like to highlight, as follows:
- Site 123 (and also applying to 526 which covers the same site area) is given a
negative rating against criterion 12, with the description of "Limited or no local
services and facilities within walking distance but good frequency of public
transport". In the Site Assessments paper it was given an accessibility score of
22, being within walking distance of the key services of GP, primary school and
food store. Store 116 is given a positive rating against criteria 12, with the
description of "Local services and facilities within walking distance but good
frequency of public transport". In the Site Assessments paper it had exactly the
same scores for overall accessibility at 22 and for each of the key services. It is
therefore difficult to see how they could be judged so differently under criterion 12
of the Sustainability Appraisal.

The reason for the difference in
scores against SA objective 12
between sites 123 and 116
depends on the relative distance to
local services and facilities. This is
explained in the document as
meaning whether more or fewer
than 3 of GP, general store, school
or place of employment are within
10 minutes’ walk. The Site
Assessments paper uses different
criteria to measure overall
accessibility as explained in the
document. This is based on a
summation of scores based on
time taken to walk to GP, school
and food store. The approaches
are different as they are for
different purposes. No change is
necessary.

As noted under our comments relating to the Site Assessments, site 535 has
been incorrectly scored on accessibility. Once the appropriate adjustments are
made to the scoring, the assessments made against criteria 1, 9, 10 and 12
should correspondingly move from negative to positive. We would ask the council
to review their scores and adjust the ratings accordingly.

Agree. Amend SA assessment of
site 535 for SA Objectives 1, 9, 10
and 12 to ‘+’ because local
services and facilities are within
walking distance.

The Sustainability Appraisal, as published currently assesses Site 75 as a Mixed-

Noted. Revise the SA of sites
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Associates on
behalf of Hallam
Land Management

use development with residential component of 700-850 dwellings, 10,000 sqm
B1 employment, 10,000 sqm retail and with school and village hall. As recognised
in the Consultation Paper, the proposals for Site 75 have changed significantly
with a large reduction in the mix and scale of development. This follows
engagement with Bedford Borough Council where we initially indicated that
development proposals may be of a smaller scale in a replacement Call for Sites
response. We subsequently followed this up with confirmation, with a letter to
Bedford Borough Council and supporting plans and Vision Document to show a
reduced residential led scheme of 500 dwellings with primary school.
With the proposal for Site 75, significantly reduced in scale, we consider that this
site, if reappraised in this context would score more favourably still. With
reference to Objective 4, whilst still a greenfield site, development would no longer
be in proximity to the Roadside Nature Reserve at Twinwood Road. Under
Objective 7, with no substantive retail uses, the proposal would have a neutral
score. Under objective 11, further information including an illustrative master plan
and design principles now demonstrates a clear commitment in creating a
development that promotes a strong local identify and sense of place, and in
relation to Objective 3 celebrates the Thomas the Becket Church as a key village
landmark. Under objective 12, we would consider that the smaller size of
proposed development, being better related to village centre facilities and public
transport routes and with the potential to be well accessed by pedestrian routes,
would improve the score of the site against this objective to a positive level.
Overall, we consider that the proposals in their current form would be significantly
more positive overall than with the previously larger scale proposal and that that
assessment also underplayed the merits of the site.
Sustainability Appraisal of sites presented as Options
Given how the potential options for allocation for in settlement such as Clapham
comprise groups of sites in Option 1, we would question why sites have not been
assessed in groups (as well as on an individual basis) to inform decision-making.
Assessing selected groups of sites against the Sustainability Criteria, would allow
their cumulative impact to be assessed. In this context for Clapham, this would
mean assessing the proposals for sites 71, 73, 74, 76, 79, 80 and 597 in their

document in relation to site 75 to
take account of the updated
information.
As Clapham Parish Council has
confirmed that it intends to allocate
sites in a neighbourhood plan it will
not be necessary to do so in the
local plan.
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combined form as well as separately to assess their overall impact. On the basis
of the assessing both Options against sustainability criteria alone, we would
consider Option 2, comprising Site 75 to be favourable:
• By including the provision of a new primary school, being within walking distance
of local facilities and services in Clapham centre and with good frequency of
public transport. The proposal also seeks to include sports pitches widening the
offer of open space the wider village and opportunities for recreation (Objectives
1, 9 & 10). Option 1 is relatively distant to the north of Clapham which is has
implications for impacts on climate change but also narrowing choices. It is also
debatable whether Option 1, in delivering less than 500 dwellings will support the
provision of a new primary school. With lack of a network of green spaces, we
also query the ability of the site to promote health lifestyles (with wider
recreational choices).
• The illustrative master plan submitted with previous correspondence
demonstrates how development could create a positive setting for the St Thomas
the Becket Church (Objective 3). Emerging design principles recognise the
identity and character of Clapham and aims to promote a meaningful sense of
place, key of which is the inclusion of a network of green spaces and a
landscaped edge (Objective 11). Option 1, comprising a series of sites provides
limited opportunities to relate to the form and character of Clapham and the
surrounding landscape.
• Unlike Option 1, the proposals for Site 75, being a reduced scale, no longer
involves development in proximity to the Twinwoods Roadside Nature Reserve
(Objective 4).
• Site 75 is more likely to have a greater mix of housing, affordable housing,
having the critical mass alone to support a primary school and allow for a wider
mix in range, type and tenure of dwellings, and for a new primary school and
infrastructure to meet the needs of the village (Objective 8), including potential to
existing community facilities. Our proposals also demonstrate how the mix of
development could be composed with a structure of streets and spaces to
reinforce a positive sense of place (Objective 11). New provision is made for
parking for existing residents and users of the school and church.
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• Proposals have been developed to date with the involvement of the local
community by way of an informal consultation event and the Parish Council will
follow on meetings to discuss issues that matter to Clapham with regard to
resolving potential development issues and how the site can support Clapham
through the provision of a new primary school and improvements to infrastructure
and resolve concerns with existing surface water issues to the north of the village
(Objective 10). We anticipate that this meaningful engagement will continue not
only during the local plan process but also through the Neighbourhood Plan and in
the development of detailed proposals in due course.
We consider that these factors, considered against sustainability objectives further
underpins a sound rationale for Option 2 being the substantially preferable, and in
our view, only realistic option for delivering the level of growth envisaged for
Clapham with investment in a new school and infrastructure which will benefit
Clapham as a whole.
Towards a robust Sustainability Appraisal of Sites and Options
We therefore consider that the Sustainability Appraisal would be more robust, in:
• Firstly, assessing proposals for site allocations such as Site 75 based on the
latest information available to Bedford Borough Council. In the context of Site 75,
this is a site of a reduced scale to 500 dwellings, alongside the delivery of a
primary school and infrastructure, meeting key strategic objectives for
accommodating growth in Group 1 villages such as Clapham. Latest information
(including masterplanning to date) in terms of proposals would also better inform
the assessment of sites against sustainability objectives. In the case of Site 75,
this includes the latest Illustrative Master Plan and Vision Document to appreciate
how the proposals have evolved and the level of engagement that this has
involved so far in this process which has and will continue to influence the
proposals.
• Secondly, in informing decisions on preferred options for sites to allocate in the
Local Plan, and in due course the Neighbourhood Plan, to consider Options
presented in the round for their cumulative impacts, in addition to the assessment
of individual sites.
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Roger Hillard

Turning to your 789-page supporting document Sustainability Appraisal of Sites –
April 2017, I have a number of points. They are:The 12 sustainability objectives listed in the methodology are often both subjective
and difficult to measure. Nonetheless this supporting document attempts a crude
quantification of each of these 12 objectives against each of hundreds of
proposed development sites. Notable, however, is that the exercise appears to
exclude any potential New Settlements.
Each of the 12 objectives is scored in descending order:+++
strong and significant positive impact
++
potentially significant positive impact
+
minor positive impact
No impact or neutral
?
Uncertain or insufficient information may result in adverse impacts
xx
potentially significant adverse impact
xxx
strong and significant adverse impact
The document is silent as to whether any of the 12 objectives carry different
weightings. It is also silent as to how each step in the ranking is numerically
scored. For lack of any further methodological guidance I have carried out a crude
test against a selection of the “preferred sites” in Sharnbrook. I have done this on
the basis that each of the 12 criteria carries an equal weighting and that the
descending order of impact is scored as follows:+++
strong and significant positive impact
+3
++
potentially significant positive impact
+2
+
minor positive impact
+1
No impact or neutral
0
?
Uncertain or insufficient information
0
x
may result in adverse impacts
-1
xx
potentially significant adverse impact
-2
xxx
strong and significant adverse impact
-3
and where the total score for each site is the sum of the scores for each of the 12
criteria.
On this basis five of the more significant “preferred sites” in Sharnbrook score as

How the SA objectives were
derived is explained in the
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping
Report 2013.
At this stage the sustainability
appraisal had only considered the
principle of new settlements as the
4 potential sites had not been
assessed for their deliverability.
The Sustainability Appraisal Report
which accompanies the draft local
plan assesses any new settlements
that are found to be deliverable and
are therefore reasonable
alternatives.
The purpose of the sustainability
appraisal process is to identify
broad impacts on sustainability
objectives and propose appropriate
mitigation of negative impacts. It
does not ‘decide’ which sites
should be allocated but helps to
inform the plan-making process. It
is therefore not appropriate to
weight SA objectives or the
magnitude of impacts against
them.
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follows:Site No.
236
617
238
527

Address
Capacity Score
Kennell Hill, Sharnbrook
+3
95
Kennell Hill, Sharnbrook
+5
Yelnow Lane, Sharnbrook
65
-5
Adjacent to School Approach,
100
-4
Sharnbrook
620
Land east of Odell Road, Sharnbrook
400
-3
This suggests, certainly in the case of Sharnbrook, that a reasonable
interpretation of your 789-page Sustainability Appraisal ranking is being ignored
as the larger sites generate negative scores!
The conclusions of your Sustainability Appraisal of Sites – April 2017 at para. 4.2,
page 16 indicate that the best sustainability scores are achieved in and
immediately surrounding Bedford.
This would suggest that Group 1 Villages further from Bedford (such as
Sharnbrook) will score poorly. Such poorer scores would be compounded were it
accepted that such local services as exist in Group 1 Villages are likely to no more
than slightly depress the number of car journeys that would be made for work,
education, shopping and leisure activities at a distance from such villages. Indeed,
were the age profile of residents in new developments within these Group 1
Villages to be more orientated to working age than the age profile of existing
residents, then the increase in car journeys might well be disproportionately
greater than the proposed increase in housing stock in these villages would
suggest.
Nikki Beers,
Snelson Farm
Partnership

Site 282 - Land to the north of Turvey, off Carlton Road, Turvey
Having regard to the alternatives set out in Figs 1 and 2, we do not consider that
the Council’s Sustainability Appraisal is accurate. Points 1, 9, 10 and 12 of the
Sustainability Appraisal state that the site is outside walking distance to local
services and therefore beyond walking distance to public transport stops within
the village. As set out in the Sustainability Assessment methodology this suggests
that the site is beyond a 10 minute walk to a bus stop. The map attached in

In the SA of sites the term ‘local
services and facilities’ means 3 out
of the following services and
facilities are available: GP, general
store, school, place of employment.
For site 282 only 2 are available.
As there are only ‘limited service
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Appendix C shows the developable area of the site for either alternative scheme
to be within 0.5 miles walking distance (10 minutes walking distance at an
average speed of 3.1mph) from the village bus stops. Buses provide a frequent
service to employment and facilities in Northampton and Bedford, putting the site
within the 10 minute requirement for sustainability.
As an overview this error makes the site appear to perform less well in
comparison to other potential sites in Turvey, reducing the site’s score on points
1, 9, 10 and 12. The assessment also marks the site less on point 4, on the
grounds of water bodies on the site or adjoining. This refers to the drain in the
north of the site which as shown on the Environment Agency map within Appendix
D. However this does not affect the developable area as proposed and should be
considered realistically in relation to alternative sites.

and facilities’ available, the scoring
for objectives 1, 9, 10 and 12 is
correct in this respect. As the bus
service is only 1 per hour it is
considered to be infrequent,
however it is accepted that the site
is within 10 mins walk of a bus
stop. Revise the SA of sites
document in relation to site 282 to
take account of the updated
information.
The presence of water bodies is
significant in relation to biodiversity
interest.
As Turvey Parish Council has
confirmed that it intends to allocate
sites in a neighbourhood plan it will
not be necessary to do so in the
local plan.

120

Appendix 6
Sustainability appraisal testing – options for the amount of growth


O
?
X
XX

Major positive effect
Positive effect
Neutral effect
Uncertain effect
Negative effect
Major negative effect

ST
MT
LT
P
T

Short-term effect
Medium-term effect
Long-term effect
Permanent effect
Temporary

Sustainability
appraisal
objective

No growth “do nothing” option

Revised growth option

1. Ensure
resilience to
and reduce the
effects of
climate change
through
effective
adaptation and
mitigation

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
No growth is likely to mean that there is no increase in
emissions from traffic, reduced air quality or increase in flood
risk as a result of new development. However, there is no
opportunity for development to bring about improvements to
the existing situation, for example by making public transport
viable and thereby increasing its use overall or providing
cycle routes. Furthermore, the lack of growth is likely to
increase in commuting by car to neighbouring areas for
work, shopping and services.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
The higher level of growth is likely to result in higher levels of
emissions from traffic, construction (temporary effect) and
the operation of development, negatively affecting air quality.
If this option resulted in development primarily on large sites,
there is a greater risk of it increasing flood risk elsewhere.
However large site development also increases the
opportunities for low carbon development and renewable
energy generation.

2. Promote
sustainable

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
No growth is likely to mean that there is no increased use of

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
The higher level of growth is likely to result in greater use of
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lifestyles, use
resources
efficiently,
maximise
recycling and
re-use

resources, such as water, land and energy, or greater
amount of waste produced.

resources, such as water, land and energy, and greater
amount of waste production. It may also involve a greater
level of development on greenfield sites. However, if
development is concentrated in and around built-up areas, it
will mean that land is used more efficiently than if
development is dispersed. Furthermore, accessibility to
services and facilities would be better, the need to travel
reduced and walking and cycling encouraged.

3. Conserve
and enhance
the built and
historic
environment,
heritage
assets and
their settings

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
No growth means that there will be no impact from new
development on heritage assets.

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
Impacts on heritage sites and conservation depend on the
detailed location of new development. Where adverse
impacts on heritage assets cannot be avoided (for example,
by locating development elsewhere) they should be
mitigated. The higher level of growth is likely to involve
greater change to existing townscapes. This could be either
a positive or negative effect depending on the quality of
design.

4. Create,
conserve,
protect and
enhance the
borough’s
natural
features,
distinctive local
environments,
habitats and
species

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
No growth means that there will be no development of
greenfield land or any consequential harm to natural
features, local environments, habitats and species.
However, there may be a slight negative effect as there is no
opportunity for development to improve green infrastructure.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
If this option requires the development of a greater amount
of greenfield land, this could be more harmful to natural
features, local environments, habitats and species. If this
option resulted in development primarily on large sites, this
could have a positive effect because of the opportunity for
more extensive green infrastructure provision due to their
scale (on or off-site). The impact on biodiversity and nature
conservation depends on the detailed location of new
development. Where adverse impacts on natural assets
cannot be avoided (for example, by locating development
elsewhere) these should be mitigated.
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5. Promote
strong,
sustained and
balanced
economic
growth,
stimulating job
creation
across a range
of sectors
6. Improve the
skills of the
labour force,
matching skill
outcome with
market needs

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
No growth means that there is likely to be little job creation or
increase in spending that may support the local economy.
This is likely to result in an increase in commuting to
neighbouring areas for work, shopping and services.
Furthermore, there is likely to be no growth in infrastructure
provision which might benefit existing users.

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
The higher level of housing growth and increase in jobs will
be best able to support economic growth and the local
economy. It is also likely to involve a greater increase in
infrastructure provision. It is may also result in synergistic
growth, particularly if development is located on large sites.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P,T)
Although there is no direct relationship between levels of
growth and employability, the lack of growth in jobs means
that there are likely to be fewer opportunities for education
and skills training (both in terms of temporary construction
work and longer-term employment in large businesses).

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between levels of growth and
employability. However, if this option resulted in
development primarily on large sites, this could have a
positive effect because large sites are more likely to
contribute to the provision of education and skills training
(both in terms of temporary construction work and longerterm employment in large businesses).

7. Create a
distinctive,
attractive and
multi-functional
town centre

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
The lack of housing, employment and retail growth is likely to
mean that economic growth is not supported which would
have a consequential effect on this objective through
reduced retail expenditure, business growth, and retail and
leisure investment. The effect is likely to be reinforced as
the relative attractiveness of competing centres elsewhere
results in diversion of expenditure away from Bedford.

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
The higher level of housing, employment and retail growth is
likely to be best able to support high levels of economic
growth and contribute to achieving this objective. This is
likely to make a positive contribution to creating a distinctive,
attractive and multi-functional town centre through
encouraging retail expenditure, business growth, expansion
and significant retail and leisure investment. Development
and redevelopment can also be expected to help improve
and revitalise the public realm in the town centre. These
effects are likely to be greatest if housing and employment
growth are concentrated in and around the urban area rather
than further away where there is a risk that increased
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spending power could divert to other centres, and if town
centre uses are primarily located in the town centre.
8. Meet the
needs of a
changing
population

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT.LT,P)
The lack of additional housing provision is likely to mean that
there is little or no provision of affordable housing or
specialised older people’s housing required to meet the
needs of the population as it changes over time.
Furthermore, the lack of growth in housing may also affect
accessibility to services and facilities for existing residents.

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
The higher level of housing provision is most likely to support
the greatest level of infrastructure provision, which in turn
improves accessibility to services for new and existing
residents. If development is mostly on large sites, this is
more likely to support a greater range of new homes of
different types and sizes (including self-build housing), and
may make the greatest contribution to specialised older
people’s housing and affordable housing. There is no direct
relationship between the options for levels of growth and the
provision of Traveller accommodation as these needs are
identified separately.

9.Reduce
levels of
deprivation,
inequalities
and exclusion

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (MT.LT,P)
The lack of additional housing provision is likely to reduce
access to employment opportunities, income, skills
development and health facilities. It is also likely to affect the
provision of affordable housing or specialised older people’s
housing.

 POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
The higher growth option will involve the greatest level of
housing and therefore the greatest potential to increase
access to services and facilities. A high level of growth is
also most likely to reduce levels of deprivation in the urban
wards through improving income and employment
opportunities and for rural residents through improving
access to essential services. High growth is more likely to
result in the provision of affordable and specialised older
people’s housing.

10. Promote
community
involvement in
place-shaping,
promote

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
No growth means that there is unlikely to be any contribution
to the provision of community infrastructure, including health
facilities, community safety initiatives, recreation and leisure
facilities, green infrastructure and walking or cycling

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,T,MT,LT,P)
The higher growth option is likely to make greater
contribution to the provision of community infrastructure,
including health facilities, community safety initiatives,
recreation and leisure facilities, green infrastructure and
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healthy and
safe
communities

infrastructure. However this may be balanced by the lack of
change in communities which can increase community
cohesion.

walking or cycling infrastructure. However this contribution
depends on a number of factors, including the location,
design and quality of development. All strategy options are
subject to public consultation and therefore are an
opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping.

11. Promote a
strong local
identity and
sense of place

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
Although the lack of development means that there is no
change to the character and identity of existing villages,
surrounding landscapes and the countryside, it also means
that there is no potential to enhance the existing townscape
and raise design quality through active place-making.

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The higher level of growth is likely to have greater potential
to enhance the existing townscape and raise design quality
through active place-making. However it may also
substantially change the character and identity of existing
villages, surrounding landscapes and the countryside,
particularly if high design standards are not achieved.

12. Minimise
growth in car
usage, reduce
the need to
travel and
promote the
shift to more
sustainable
modes of
transport

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
No growth is likely to mean that there is no increase in traffic
volumes as a result of new development. However, there is
no opportunity for development to bring about improvements,
for example by making public transport viable and thereby
increasing its use overall or providing cycle routes.
Furthermore, the lack of growth is likely to increase in
commuting by car to neighbouring areas for work, shopping
and services.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
Higher levels of growth are likely to further increase traffic
volumes and the number of additional cars. This effect can
be reduced by locating a mix of uses in locations that reduce
the need to travel and that can take advantage of public
transport services. If development is concentrated, this
option is likely to make a major contribution to increasing
accessibility and the use of sustainable modes of travel.
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Appendix 7
Sustainability appraisal testing – new settlement options


O
?
X
XX

Major positive effect
Positive effect
Neutral effect
Uncertain effect
Negative effect
Major negative effect

ST
MT
LT
P
T

Short-term effect
Medium-term effect
Long-term effect
Permanent effect
Temporary

SA objective

Smaller scale new settlements option
(1,000 – 2,000 dwellings)

Larger scale new settlements option
(4,000 – 6,000 dwellings)

1. Ensure resilience
to and reduce the
effects of climate
change through
effective adaptation
and mitigation

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a negative impact on the
achievement of this objective as a result of increasing
emissions from transport due to increased journeys. This
scale of settlement is unlikely to be able to support shops,
services and community facilities (including secondary
schools) and is therefore likely to result in increased
commuting to neighbouring areas. This is likely to be by
car because the scale of development is insufficient to
support significant improvements in public transport.

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The effect of this option is likely to be uncertain. The scale
of settlement is more likely to enable a degree of selfcontainment by supporting shops, services and
community facilities (including secondary schools).
Furthermore, the scale of development is more likely to be
able to support significant improvements in public
transport. Nevertheless, there could still be outcommuting to higher order settlements where a greater
range of facilities are available. If public transport does
not improve then this could lead to more journeys by car
and increased emissions.
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2. Promote
sustainable
lifestyles, use
resources efficiently,
maximise recycling
and re-use

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption
(energy, water, land) and waste production as
development is likely to be on greenfield land. However
new infrastructure could encourage walking and cycling
within the new settlements to some extent.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption
(energy, water, land) and waste production as
development is likely to be on greenfield land. However
new infrastructure could encourage walking and cycling
within the new settlements. The likelihood of settlements
supporting a greater range of shops, services and
community facilities (including secondary schools) means
that the shift to sustainable transport could be greater,
however this effect is still outweighed by the resource
consumption associated with this amount of development.

3. Conserve and
enhance the built
and historic
environment,
heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve,
protect and enhance
the borough’s
natural features,
distinctive local
environments,
habitats and species

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of
development sites although a seriously harmful impact
would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts
should be mitigated.

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of
development sites although a seriously harmful impact
would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts
should be mitigated.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
Development is likely to be on greenfield land, use of
which can potentially affect habitats, species and natural
features. Nevertheless new settlements have the potential
to enhance green infrastructure significantly.

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
Development is likely to be on greenfield land, use of
which can potentially affect habitats, species and natural
features. The greater land take of larger new settlements
is likely to have a greater adverse effect on this objective.
Nevertheless new settlements have the potential to
enhance green infrastructure significantly.

5. Promote strong,
sustained and
balanced economic
growth, stimulating
job creation across a
range of sectors

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The opportunity for job creation associated with this
option is likely to be less than for larger scale settlements.
Development may benefit nearby rural settlements as
new residents support local shops and services, however
the likely use of car travel means that any benefit could be

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to make a positive contribution to
economic growth and job creation, both within the new
settlement itself and in nearby rural settlements which are
likely to benefit from the new opportunities available. It will
also benefit construction jobs (temporary effect).
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realised out of the borough.
6. Improve the skills
of the labour force,
matching skill
outcome with market
needs

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
The lower level of development associated with this
option means that there are likely to be fewer
opportunities for education and skills training (both in
terms of temporary construction work and longer-term
employment in large businesses).

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P,T)
The higher level of development associated with this
option means that there are likely to be more
opportunities for education and skills training (both in
terms of temporary construction work and longer-term
employment in large businesses).

7. Create a
distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional
town centre
8. Meet the needs of
a changing
population

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
This option is unlikely to affect Bedford town centre.

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
This option is unlikely to affect Bedford town centre.

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to
help meet the needs of a growing population through
providing housing, employment and associated
infrastructure.

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to
help meet the needs of a growing population through
providing a significant amount of housing (especially
affordable and specialised older people’s housing),
employment and associated infrastructure.

9.Reduce levels of
deprivation,
inequalities and
exclusion

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The opportunity to help reduce deprivation in terms of
health, income, skills and unemployment and increase
access to essential services is uncertain. At this scale of
development it is not clear that new settlements will be
able to support the provision of community facilities and
employment.

 POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of
health, income, skills and unemployment and increase
access to essential services. The scale of development is
likely to be able to support the provision of community
facilities, employment and help meet housing needs.

10. Promote
community
involvement in
place-shaping,

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The smaller scale of development means that there is
uncertainty about whether new settlements can provide
health and leisure facilities.

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
There is potential for a significant size of new
development to provide associated health and leisure
facilities, and design-out crime.
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promote healthy and
safe communities
11. Promote a
strong local identity
and sense of place

12. Minimise growth
in car usage, reduce
the need to travel
and promote the
shift to more
sustainable modes
of transport

 POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect because new
settlements are likely to provide the opportunity to
incorporate garden city principles which should promote
strong local identity and sense of place.

 POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect because new
settlements are likely to provide the opportunity to
incorporate garden city principles which should promote
strong local identity and sense of place.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on
reducing the need to travel. This scale of settlement is
unlikely to be able to support shops, services and
community facilities (including secondary schools) and is
therefore likely to result in increased commuting to
neighbouring areas. This is likely to be by car because the
scale of development is insufficient to support significant
improvements in public transport.

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The effect of this option is likely to be uncertain. The scale
of settlement is more likely to enable a degree of selfcontainment by supporting shops, services and
community facilities (including secondary schools).
Furthermore, the scale of development is more likely to be
able to support significant improvements in public
transport. Nevertheless, there could still be outcommuting to higher order settlements where a greater
range of facilities are available. If public transport does
not improve then this could lead to more journeys by car.
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Appendix 8
Sustainability appraisal testing – potential option scenarios


O
?
X
XX

Major positive effect
Positive effect
Neutral effect
Uncertain effect
Negative effect
Major negative effect

ST
MT
LT
P
T

Short-term effect
Medium-term effect
Long-term effect
Permanent effect
Temporary

Potential option scenario assumptions:
 New settlement – 2,500 dwellings
 Stewartby brickworks site – 1,000 dwellings
 Within and adjoining urban area – 2,630 dwellings
 Group 1 Villages – high growth 5,100 dwellings, low growth 1,500 dwellings, hybrid 2,500 dwellings
 Group 2 Villages – high growth 2,000 dwellings, low growth 225 dwellings.

Sustainability appraisal
objective

Option 1
New settlement, brickworks, urban area, Group 1 (low), Group 2 (low)

1. Ensure resilience to and
reduce the effects of climate
change through effective
adaptation and mitigation

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective as a result of
increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect) in existing settlements and in
particular in new settlements which increase journeys and require new infrastructure. The extent of the
impact depends on the type and build-standard of development.

130

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles,
use resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and re-use

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste production. Much
new development (apart from the brickworks and urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. New
settlements will use substantial land resource. However, improved infrastructure could encourage walking
and cycling within settlements.

3. Conserve and enhance the
built and historic environment,
heritage assets and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful
impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated. The impact on existing
townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and
species

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
Much new development (apart from the brickworks and urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. New
settlements are also likely to use large areas, but have potential to significantly enhance green
infrastructure. Any use of greenfield land can potentially affect habitats, species and natural features
depending on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful impact could make a
site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated.

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to make a positive contribution to economic growth and job creation because it is
likely to strengthen existing rural economies, services and increase employment opportunities. It will also
benefit construction jobs (temporary effect).

6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth and skills
development and employability.

7. Create a distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional town centre

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect on Bedford town centre as growth will increase its viability
and support regeneration.

8. Meet the needs of a changing

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
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population

This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing housing, employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship
between this spatial option and the provision of Traveller accommodation.

9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of health, income, skills and unemployment in the
urban area as well as increase access to essential services in the rural area.

10. Promote community
involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe
communities

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
The option consultation itself represents an opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping
(temporary effect). If development needs are met through neighbourhood planning, this is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to provide associated health
and leisure facilities, and design-out crime particularly when it is on sites of a significant size.

11. Promote a strong local identity  POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
and sense of place
This option is likely to have a positive effect because new settlements make up a substantial proportion of
growth. New settlements are likely to provide the opportunity to incorporate garden city principles which
should promote strong local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more
sustainable modes of transport

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option may contribute to reducing the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services,
facilities and employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other sustainable
modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable.

Sustainability appraisal
objective

Option 8
Brickworks, urban area, Group 1 (low), Group 2 (high)

1. Ensure resilience to and
reduce the effects of climate
change through effective

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective as a result of
increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect) in existing settlements. Higher
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adaptation and mitigation

growth in villages emphasises effect. The extent of the impact depends on the type and build-standard of
development.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles,
use resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and re-use

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste production. Much
new development (apart from the brickworks and urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. However,
improved infrastructure could encourage walking and cycling within settlements.

3. Conserve and enhance the
built and historic environment,
heritage assets and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful
impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated. The impact on existing
townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and
species

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT LT,P)
Much new development (apart from the brickworks and urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. Any
use of greenfield land can potentially affect habitats, species and natural features depending on the exact
location of development sites although a seriously harmful impact could make a site unsuitable. Minor
adverse impacts should be mitigated. The advantage of not including new settlements is balanced by
higher growth in villages.

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to make a positive contribution to economic growth and job creation because it is
likely to strengthen existing rural economies, services and increase employment opportunities. This effect
is likely to be slightly diluted because of the higher growth in Group 2 villages competing with Group 1
villages. It will also benefit construction jobs (temporary effect).

6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth and skills
development and employability.

7. Create a distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional town centre

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect on Bedford town centre as growth will increase its viability
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and support regeneration.
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing housing, employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship
between this spatial option and the provision of Traveller accommodation.

9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of health, income, skills and unemployment in the
urban area as well as increase access to essential services in the rural area.

10. Promote community
involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe
communities

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
The option consultation itself represents an opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping
(temporary effect). If development needs are met through neighbourhood planning, this is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to provide associated health
and leisure facilities, and design-out crime particularly when it is on sites of a significant size.

11. Promote a strong local identity ? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
and sense of place
The effect of this option depends on the quality, design and distinctiveness of development.
12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more
sustainable modes of transport

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option may contribute to reducing the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services,
facilities and employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other sustainable
modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable.

Sustainability appraisal
objective

Option 18
New settlement, brickworks, urban area, Group 2 (high)

1. Ensure resilience to and
reduce the effects of climate

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective as a result of
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change through effective
adaptation and mitigation

increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect) in existing settlements and in
particular in new settlements which increase journeys and require new infrastructure. The extent of the
impact depends on the type and build-standard of development.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles,
use resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and re-use

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste production. Most
new development (apart from the brickworks and urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. New
settlements will use substantial land resource. However, improved infrastructure could encourage walking
and cycling within settlements.

3. Conserve and enhance the
built and historic environment,
heritage assets and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful
impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated. The impact on existing
townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and
species

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
Most new development (apart from the brickworks and urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. New
settlements are also likely to use large areas, but have potential to significantly enhance green
infrastructure. Any use of greenfield land can potentially affect habitats, species and natural features
depending on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful impact could make a
site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated.

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a negative effect on economic growth and job creation. Group 1 villages are
the rural locations that have the best facilities and services. Existing rural economies, services and
employment opportunities are therefore likely to be harmed by providing rural growth only in Group 2
villages.

6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth and skills
development and employability.
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7. Create a distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional town centre

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect on Bedford town centre as growth will increase its viability
and support regeneration.

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing housing, employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship
between this spatial option and the provision of Traveller accommodation.

9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of health, income, skills and unemployment in the
urban area as well as increase access to essential services in the rural area.

10. Promote community
involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe
communities

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
The option consultation itself represents an opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping
(temporary effect). If development needs are met through neighbourhood planning, this is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to provide associated health
and leisure facilities, and design-out crime particularly when it is on sites of a significant size.

11. Promote a strong local identity  POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
and sense of place
This option is likely to have a positive effect because new settlements make up a substantial proportion of
growth. New settlements are likely to provide the opportunity to incorporate garden city principles which
should promote strong local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more
sustainable modes of transport

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a negative effect on reducing the need to travel. Group 1 villages are the
rural locations that have the best facilities and services, and are best served by public transport.
Providing rural growth only in Group 2 villages is likely to lead to an increase in car usage.

136

Sustainability appraisal
objective

Option 19
Urban area, Group 1 (high), Group 2 (low)

1. Ensure resilience to and
reduce the effects of climate
change through effective
adaptation and mitigation

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective as a result of
increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect) in existing settlements. Higher
growth in villages emphasises effect. The extent of the impact depends on the type and build-standard of
development.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles,
use resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and re-use

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste production. Most
new development (apart from the urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. However, improved
infrastructure could encourage walking and cycling within settlements.

3. Conserve and enhance the
built and historic environment,
heritage assets and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful
impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated. The impact on existing
townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and
species

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT LT,P)
Most new development (apart from the urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. Any use of greenfield
land can potentially affect habitats, species and natural features depending on the exact location of
development sites although a seriously harmful impact could make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse
impacts should be mitigated. The advantage of not including new settlements is balanced by higher
growth in villages.

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to make a positive contribution to economic growth and job creation because it is
likely to strengthen existing rural economies, services and increase employment opportunities. This effect
is likely to be slightly enhanced because of the higher growth in Group 1 villages. It will also benefit
construction jobs (temporary effect).
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6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth and skills
development and employability.

7. Create a distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional town centre

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect on Bedford town centre as growth will increase its viability
and support regeneration.

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing housing, employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship
between this spatial option and the provision of Traveller accommodation.

9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of health, income, skills and unemployment in the
urban area as well as increase access to essential services in the rural area.

10. Promote community
involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe
communities

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
The option consultation itself represents an opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping
(temporary effect). If development needs are met through neighbourhood planning, this is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to provide associated health
and leisure facilities, and design-out crime particularly when it is on sites of a significant size.

11. Promote a strong local identity ? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
and sense of place
The effect of this option depends on the quality, design and distinctiveness of development.
12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more
sustainable modes of transport

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option may contribute to reducing the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services,
facilities and employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other sustainable
modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable.
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Sustainability appraisal
objective

Option 23
New settlement, Group 1 (high), Group 2 (low)

1. Ensure resilience to and
reduce the effects of climate
change through effective
adaptation and mitigation

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective as a result of
increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect) in existing settlements and in
particular in new settlements which increase journeys and require new infrastructure. Higher growth in
villages emphasises effect. The extent of the impact depends on the type and build-standard of
development.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles,
use resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and re-use

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste production. All new
development will be on greenfield land. New settlements will use substantial land resource. However,
improved infrastructure could encourage walking and cycling within settlements.

3. Conserve and enhance the
built and historic environment,
heritage assets and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful
impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated. The impact on existing
townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and
species

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT LT,P)
All new development will be on greenfield land. New settlements are also likely to use large areas, but
have potential to significantly enhance green infrastructure. Any use of greenfield land can potentially
affect habitats, species and natural features depending on the exact location of development sites
although a seriously harmful impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be
mitigated.

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to make a positive contribution to economic growth and job creation because it is
likely to strengthen existing rural economies, services and increase employment opportunities. This effect
is likely to be slightly enhanced because of the higher growth in Group 1 villages. It will also benefit
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construction jobs (temporary effect).
6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth and skills
development and employability.

7. Create a distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional town centre

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The dispersal of growth away from the urban area means that some residents may travel to other nearby
town centres rather than Bedford town centre, potentially reducing its viability and delaying its
regeneration.

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing housing, employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship
between this spatial option and the provision of Traveller accommodation.

9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

 POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation and increase access to essential services in the rural area
although not in the urban area.

10. Promote community
involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe
communities

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
The option consultation itself represents an opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping
(temporary effect). If development needs are met through neighbourhood planning, this is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to provide associated health
and leisure facilities, and design-out crime particularly when it is on sites of a significant size.

11. Promote a strong local identity  POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
and sense of place
This option is likely to have a positive effect because new settlements make up a substantial proportion of
growth. New settlements are likely to provide the opportunity to incorporate garden city principles which
should promote strong local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage,

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
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reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more
sustainable modes of transport

This option may contribute to reducing the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services,
facilities and employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other sustainable
modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable.

Sustainability appraisal
objective

Option 28
Brickworks, Group 1 (high), Group 2 (high)

1. Ensure resilience to and
reduce the effects of climate
change through effective
adaptation and mitigation

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective as a result of
increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect) in existing settlements. Higher
growth in villages emphasises effect. The extent of the impact depends on the type and build-standard of
development.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles,
use resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and re-use

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste production. Most
new development (apart from the brickworks) will be on greenfield land. However, improved infrastructure
could encourage walking and cycling within settlements.

3. Conserve and enhance the
built and historic environment,
heritage assets and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful
impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated. The impact on existing
townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and
species

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT LT,P)
Most new development (apart from the brickworks) will be on greenfield land. Any use of greenfield land
can potentially affect habitats, species and natural features depending on the exact location of
development sites although a seriously harmful impact could make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse
impacts should be mitigated. The advantage of not including new settlements is balanced by higher
growth in villages.
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5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to make a positive contribution to economic growth and job creation because it is
likely to strengthen existing rural economies, services and increase employment opportunities. This effect
is likely to be slightly enhanced because of the higher growth in rural villages. It will also benefit
construction jobs (temporary effect).

6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth and skills
development and employability.

7. Create a distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional town centre

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The dispersal of growth away from the urban area means that some residents may travel to other nearby
town centres rather than Bedford town centre, potentially reducing its viability and delaying its
regeneration.

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing housing, employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship
between this spatial option and the provision of Traveller accommodation.

9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

 POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation and increase access to essential services in the rural area
although not in the urban area.

10. Promote community
involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe
communities

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
The option consultation itself represents an opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping
(temporary effect). If development needs are met through neighbourhood planning, this is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to provide associated health
and leisure facilities, and design-out crime particularly when it is on sites of a significant size.

11. Promote a strong local identity ? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
and sense of place
The effect of this option depends on the quality, design and distinctiveness of development.
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12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more
sustainable modes of transport

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option may contribute to reducing the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services,
facilities and employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other sustainable
modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable.

Sustainability appraisal
objective

Option 31
New settlement, urban area, Group 1 (hybrid), Group 2 (low)

1. Ensure resilience to and
reduce the effects of climate
change through effective
adaptation and mitigation

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective as a result of
increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect) in existing settlements and in
particular in new settlements which increase journeys and require new infrastructure. Higher growth in
some villages slightly emphasises effect. The extent of the impact depends on the type and buildstandard of development. Effects marginally reduced as fewer villages grow.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles,
use resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and re-use

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste production. Most
new development (apart from the urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. New settlements will use
substantial land resource. However, improved infrastructure could encourage walking and cycling within
settlements. Effects marginally reduced as fewer villages grow.

3. Conserve and enhance the
built and historic environment,
heritage assets and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful
impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated. The impact on existing
townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT LT,P)
Most new development (apart from the urban area sits) will be on greenfield land. New settlements are
also likely to use large areas, but have potential to significantly enhance green infrastructure. Any use of
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environments, habitats and
species

greenfield land can potentially affect habitats, species and natural features depending on the exact
location of development sites although a seriously harmful impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor
adverse impacts should be mitigated.

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to make a positive contribution to economic growth and job creation because it is
likely to strengthen existing rural economies, services and increase employment opportunities. This effect
is likely to be slightly enhanced because of the higher growth in Group 1 villages. It will also benefit
construction jobs (temporary effect).

6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth and skills
development and employability.

7. Create a distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional town centre

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect on Bedford town centre as growth will increase its viability
and support regeneration.

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing housing, employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship
between this spatial option and the provision of Traveller accommodation.

9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of health, income, skills and unemployment in the
urban area as well as increase access to essential services in the rural area.

10. Promote community
involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe
communities

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
The option consultation itself represents an opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping
(temporary effect). If development needs are met through neighbourhood planning, this is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to provide associated health
and leisure facilities, and design-out crime particularly when it is on sites of a significant size.
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11. Promote a strong local identity  POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
and sense of place
This option is likely to have a positive effect because new settlements make up a substantial proportion of
growth. New settlements are likely to provide the opportunity to incorporate garden city principles which
should promote strong local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more
sustainable modes of transport

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option may contribute to reducing the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services,
facilities and employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other sustainable
modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable.

Sustainability appraisal
objective

Option 33
Urban area, Group 1 (hybrid), Group 2 (high)

1. Ensure resilience to and
reduce the effects of climate
change through effective
adaptation and mitigation

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective as a result of
increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect) in existing settlements. Higher
growth in villages emphasises effect. The extent of the impact depends on the type and build-standard of
development.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles,
use resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and re-use

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste production. Most
new development (apart from the urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. However, improved
infrastructure could encourage walking and cycling within settlements.

3. Conserve and enhance the
built and historic environment,
heritage assets and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a seriously harmful
impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be mitigated. The impact on existing
townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.
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4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural
features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and
species

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT LT,P)
Most new development (apart from the urban area sites) will be on greenfield land. Any use of greenfield
land can potentially affect habitats, species and natural features depending on the exact location of
development sites although a seriously harmful impact could make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse
impacts should be mitigated. The advantage of not including new settlements is balanced by higher
growth in villages.

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth,
stimulating job creation across a
range of sectors

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to make a positive contribution to economic growth and job creation because it is
likely to strengthen existing rural economies, services and increase employment opportunities. This effect
is likely to be slightly diluted because of the higher growth in Group 2 villages competing with Group 1
villages. It will also benefit construction jobs (temporary effect).

6. Improve the skills of the labour
force, matching skill outcome with
market needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth and skills
development and employability.

7. Create a distinctive, attractive
and multi-functional town centre

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect on Bedford town centre as growth will increase its viability
and support regeneration.

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing housing, employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship
between this spatial option and the provision of Traveller accommodation.

9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

 MAJOR POSITIVE EFFECT (MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of health, income, skills and unemployment in the
urban area as well as increase access to essential services in the rural area.

10. Promote community
involvement in place-shaping,

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,T,P)
The option consultation itself represents an opportunity for community involvement in place-shaping
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promote healthy and safe
communities

(temporary effect). If development needs are met through neighbourhood planning, this is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to provide associated health
and leisure facilities, and design-out crime particularly when it is on sites of a significant size.

11. Promote a strong local identity ? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
and sense of place
The effect of this option depends on the quality, design and distinctiveness of development.
12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and
promote the shift to more
sustainable modes of transport

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
This option may contribute to reducing the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services,
facilities and employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other sustainable
modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable.

Summary of effects on objectives
Objective 1
Although all options show major negative effects because of the high level of growth, the options that include new settlements and
high growth in Group 1 villages are likely to have the strongest negative effect and this is reinforced when both are included
together in an option. The effect of high growth in Group 2 villages is likely to have only a very marginal additional effect. Option 1
(because it has low Group 1 village growth), and options 8, 19, 28 and 33 (because they have no new settlements) perform slightly
better, as does option 8 (which has both low Group 1 village growth and no new settlements). Option 23 (because it has both high
Group 1village growth and new settlements) performs slightly worse.
Objective 2
The options that include new settlements have negative effects because of the greater use of greenfield land. However this effect
is tempered because development will result in improved infrastructure which could encourage walking and cycling within
settlements. For options which do not include new settlements, this tempering effect is sufficient for the overall effect to be
uncertain rather than negative. For options which include new settlements but also exclude the brickworks or urban area sites
(brownfield sites) the negative effect is strengthened because of the even greater use of greenfield land and failure to reuse
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previously developed land. Options 8, 19, 28 and 33 (because they do not include new settlements) perform best. Options 23 and
31 (because they do not reuse previously developed land at Stewartby) perform worst.
Objective 3
All options show an uncertain effect because impact on heritage assets largely depends on the detailed location of development.
Seriously harmful impacts would make a site unsuitable for allocation, while minor adverse impacts should be able to be mitigated.
All options perform equally.
Objective 4
All options show negative effects because a large proportion of development is likely to be on previously undeveloped (greenfield)
land. Nevertheless, for the options that both include new settlements and also exclude the brickworks or urban area sites
(brownfield sites) the negative effect is strengthened because of the even greater use of greenfield land. Options 1 and 18
(because they have low village growth while using all brownfield opportunities), and option 8 (because it has no new settlements
while using all brownfield opportunities) perform best. Options 23 and 31 (because they have higher village growth, new
settlements and do not reuse previously developed land) perform worst. Seriously harmful impacts would make a site unsuitable
for allocation, while minor adverse impacts should be able to be mitigated.
Objective 5
All but one option show positive effects because they all include significant rural growth and are likely to strengthen existing rural
economies, services and increase employment opportunities. However, this effect is likely to be slightly greater for those options
that have higher growth in the Group 1 villages because these are the rural locations that have the best facilities and services
(options 19, 23 and 28). Higher levels of growth in Group 2 villages are likely to dilute the generally positive effect slightly (options
8 and 33) as they compete with the facilities and services in Group 1 villages. These differences are not sufficiently significant to
affect the overall positive effect rating except where there is no growth in Group 1 villages (option 18). In addition, all options show
a temporary positive effect on construction jobs. This is likely to be slightly greater for options which include new settlements
because of the expected greater infrastructure requirements.
Objective 6
All options show a neutral effect because there is no direct relationship between the options for the spatial distribution of growth
and skills development and employability.
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Objective 7
Most options show a positive effect on Bedford town centre as population growth will increase the number of visitors and spending,
enhancing its viability and supporting regeneration. However options 23 and 28 (no growth within and adjoining the urban area)
show an uncertain effect. This is because, with growth more dispersed, there is a possibility that some residents will choose to
travel to other nearby town centres rather than Bedford town centre, reducing its viability and thus harming its regeneration.
Objective 8
All options show a positive effect and are likely to help meet the needs of a growing population through providing housing,
employment and associated infrastructure. There is no direct relationship between the options and the provision of Traveller
accommodation.
Objective 9
All options show a positive effect and are likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of health, income, skills and unemployment. All
options are likely to improve access to essential services in the rural area and contribute to reducing inequalities between the urban
and rural parts of the borough. However options 23 and 28 (no growth within and adjoining the urban area) are likely to be less
beneficial as they are less likely to reduce deprivation in the most deprived wards, which are located in the urban area.
Objective 10
All options show a positive effect and are likely to promote healthy and safe communities as new development has potential to
provide health and leisure facilities and design-out crime. Consultation represents an opportunity for community involvement in
place-shaping, which is a temporary effect. Involvement in neighbourhood planning has potential for a more permanent effect.
Objective 11
The options that include new settlements are likely to perform better than other options because new settlements provide the
opportunity to incorporate garden city principles which should promote strong local identity and sense of place. Where new
settlements are included in an option they make up a substantial proportion of the dwelling requirement within the plan period (and
continue beyond it). Other options show an uncertain effect on the objective as the effect largely depends on the quality, design
and distinctiveness of development which is more difficult to predict when it is an extension to existing development.
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Objective 12
All options show an uncertain effect as they may contribute to reducing the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of
services, facilities and employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other sustainable modes increasingly
viable. However this is not certain: development could instead lead to more travel by car to services and facilities in the urban area.
The exception is option 18 where village growth is only in Group 2 villages, whereas Group 1 villages are the rural locations that
have the best facilities and services, and are best served by public transport. Providing rural growth only in Group 2 villages is
likely to lead to an increase in car usage.

Summary of potential option scenario testing
Potential option scenario
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Appendix 9
Sustainability appraisal testing – no distribution of growth “do nothing” option


O
?
X
XX

Major positive effect
Positive effect
Neutral effect
Uncertain effect
Negative effect
Major negative effect

ST
MT
LT
P
T

Short-term effect
Medium-term effect
Long-term effect
Permanent effect
Temporary

Sustainability appraisal objective

No distribution of growth “do nothing” option

1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on the achievement of this objective
as a result of increasing emissions from transport and construction (temporary effect). The
likelihood that growth will be very dispersed in rural locations means that there will be an
increase in journeys to access employment, shops, services and facilities. The extent of
the impact also depends on the type and build-standard of development. An increased risk
of serious flooding would make a site unsuitable, although minor impacts can be mitigated.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise
recycling and re-use

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption (energy, water, land) and waste
production. All new development is likely to be on greenfield land and may not be well
related to existing settlements. Development is unlikely to improve infrastructure which
might encourage walking and cycling.
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3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets
and their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of development sites although a
seriously harmful impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts should be
mitigated. The impact on existing townscapes largely depends on the quality of design.

4. Create, conserve, protect and
enhance the borough’s natural features,
distinctive local environments, habitats
and species

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT LT,P)
It is likely that all new development will be on greenfield land, which could potentially affect
habitats, species and natural features depending on the exact location of development
sites, although a seriously harmful impact would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse
impacts should be mitigated.

5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a negative effect on economic growth and job creation. Existing
villages (especially the larger Group 1 villages) are the rural locations that have the best
facilities and services, however in this option it is likely that growth is dispersed. Existing
rural economies, services and employment opportunities are therefore likely to be harmed.
As a result, there is likely to be an increase in commuting to neighbouring areas for work,
shopping and services. Nevertheless, this option is likely to benefit construction jobs
(temporary effect).

6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market
needs

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between this option and skills development and
employability.

7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The dispersal of growth across the rural area means that some residents may travel to
other nearby town centres rather than Bedford town centre, potentially reducing its viability
and delaying its regeneration.

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (MT.LT,P)
It is unlikely that this option will help meet the needs of a changing population as
development is likely to focus on the most profitable housing types rather than what is
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most needed. As a result there is likely to be a lack of provision of affordable housing,
older persons housing and Traveller accommodation.
9.Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (MT.LT,P)
As development is likely to focus on the most profitable housing types and locations rather
than what is most needed, this option is unlikely to help reduce deprivation in terms of
health, income, skills and unemployment in the urban area or increase access to essential
services in the rural area.

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and
safe communities

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
In this option there is unlikely to be any opportunity for community involvement in placeshaping or building community cohesion and capacity unless development needs are met
through neighbourhood planning. New development is unlikely to promote healthy and safe
communities by providing walking and cycling facilities, open space and leisure facilities.

11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (MT.LT,P)
The dispersal of growth across the rural area means that it is unlikely to promote local
identity and sense of place. Uncoordinated development is likely to harm landscapes and
the countryside.

12. Minimise growth in car usage,
reduce the need to travel and promote
the shift to more sustainable modes of
transport

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a major negative impact on reducing the need to travel. The
likelihood that growth is very dispersed in rural locations means that there will be an
increase in car journeys to access employment, shops, services and facilities. It is also
likely to undermine the viability of public transport by reducing its use.
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Appendix 10
Comparison of new settlement assessment criteria with sustainability appraisal
objectives and decision making criteria
New settlement assessment criteria

Sustainability appraisal framework
Headline objective

Detailed decision making criteria

1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the effects of
climate change through effective adaptation and
mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use resources
efficiently, maximise recycling and re-use
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use resources
efficiently, maximise recycling and re-use
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use resources
efficiently, maximise recycling and re-use
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use resources
efficiently, maximise recycling and re-use

Will it reduce the risk of flooding?

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use resources
efficiently, maximise recycling and re-use

Will it maximise the use of previously developed land?

Deliverability
Ownership
Viability
Key factors as potential barrier to
development

Physical limitations
Flood risk

Contamination / ground condition
Noise
Minerals and waste
Source protection zone (protection
groundwater)
Any other constraints

Will it maximise the use of previously developed land?

Will it increase the % of municipal waste recycling?
Will it increase the proportion of waste re-used?
Will it minimise water use?

Physical impacts
Agricultural land value
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Nature conservation, including areas of
special value

4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance the
borough’s natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species

Landscape and character context

4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance the
borough’s natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species
3. Conserve and enhance the built and historic
environment, heritage assets and their settings

Designated heritage assets

Non-designated heritage assets

3. Conserve and enhance the built and historic
environment, heritage assets and their settings

Impact on existing rights of way (footpaths
/ cycleways)

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport

Will it help to halt the decline in condition of any SSSI?
Will it protect / enhance priority habitats and species?
Will it protect areas of biodiversity importance?
Will it ensure that the Water Framework Directive
ecological status of river waterbodies does not
deteriorate and is improved where possible?
Will it maintain and enhance the multi-functionality of
green infrastructure networks?
Will it reduce the number of heritage assets at risk?
Will it protect or enhance designated assets and their
setting?
Will it protect or enhance non-designated assets and
their setting, including assets of archaeological
interest?
Will it encourage walking and cycling?

Adequacy of highway access
Access

Improvements / mitigation

Costs

Phasing

Traffic generation

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport

Will it support infrastructure needs?

Will it support infrastructure needs?
Will it reduce traffic congestion?
Will it support infrastructure needs?

Will it support infrastructure needs?
Will it reduce traffic congestion?
Will it encourage walking and cycling?
Will it encourage the use of modes of transport other
than the private car?
Will it improve accessibility?
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Junction capacity

Highway safety

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport

Will it reduce traffic congestion?
Will it support infrastructure needs?
Will it reduce traffic congestion?
Will it support infrastructure needs?

Garden city criteria
A strong local jobs offer

5. Promote strong, sustained and balanced economic
growth, stimulating job creation across a range of
sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force, matching skill
outcome with market needs

Green space provision

4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance the
borough’s natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species
10. Promote community involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe communities
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance the
borough’s natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species
10. Promote community involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe communities
9.Reduce levels of deprivation, inequalities and
exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and sense of place

Potential for open space facilities to serve
the wider borough

Strong local centre

Integrated and accessible transport

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to

Will it provide more employment opportunities?
Does it encourage business growth?
Does it regenerate older industrial stock?
Will it facilitate the provision of infrastructure?
Will it increase employment land supply?
Will it improve skill levels and qualifications for young
people?
Will it narrow the gap between skills base and market
needs?
Will it maintain and enhance the multi-functionality of
green infrastructure networks?
Will it provide sufficient recreation and leisure
facilities?
Will it maintain and enhance the multi-functionality of
green infrastructure networks?
Will it provide sufficient recreation and leisure
facilities?
Will it increase access to services and facilities?
Does it take account of the needs of the elderly and
disadvantaged?
Will it promote social cohesion in both urban and rural
communities?
Will it promote community involvement from ethnic
minority groups?
Will it support infrastructure needs?
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systems

travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport

Public transport external

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
10. Promote community involvement in place-shaping,
promote healthy and safe communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and sense of place

Public transport internal

Walking and cycling external

Walking and cycling internal

Opportunities for modal shift

Discrete settlement

Maximise use of brownfield land
Potential for a self-sustaining community

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use resources
efficiently, maximise recycling and re-use
8. Meet the needs of a changing population
9.Reduce levels of deprivation, inequalities and
exclusion

Will it encourage walking and cycling?
Will it encourage the use of modes of transport other
than the private car?
Will it improve accessibility?
Will it encourage the use of modes of transport other
than the private car?
Will it improve accessibility?
Will it encourage the use of modes of transport other
than the private car?
Will it improve accessibility?
Will it encourage walking and cycling?

Will it encourage walking and cycling?

Will it encourage the use of modes of transport other
than the private car?
Will it promote social cohesion in both urban and rural
communities?
Will it enhance the townscape?
Will it provide a strong local identity and sense of
place?
Will it maximise the use of previously developed land?
Will it provide needed services and facilities?
Will it increase the provision of housing?
Will it meet affordable housing needs?
Will it provide a range of homes to meet needs?
Will it meet the needs of the ageing population?
Will it meet the needs of smaller households?
Will it increase access to services and facilities?
Does it take account of the needs of the elderly and
disadvantaged?
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Food store proposed on site

Nearest convenience store and
supermarket locally
Meeting Bedford’s housing need

Strong prospect of quantified early
housing delivery
Detailed delivery information for the new
settlements

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable
modes of transport
8. Meet the needs of a changing population
9.Reduce levels of deprivation, inequalities and
exclusion

8. Meet the needs of a changing population

Will it improve accessibility?

Will it improve accessibility?

Will it provide needed services and facilities?
Will it meet the accommodation needs of Travellers?
Will it increase the provision of housing?
Will it meet affordable housing needs?
Will it provide a range of homes to meet needs?
Will it meet the needs of the ageing population?
Will it meet the needs of smaller households?
Does it take account of the needs of the elderly and
disadvantaged?
Will it increase the provision of housing?
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Appendix 11
Sustainability appraisal testing – Group 1 village distribution options


O
?
X
XX

Major positive effect
Positive effect
Neutral effect
Uncertain effect
Negative effect
Major negative effect

ST
MT
LT
P
T

Short-term effect
Medium-term effect
Long-term effect
Permanent effect
Temporary

Sustainability
appraisal objective

More dispersed option
3 villages x 500 dwellings

More concentrated option
1 village x 1500 dwellings

1. Ensure resilience to
and reduce the effects
of climate change
through effective
adaptation and
mitigation

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a negative impact as a result
of increasing emissions from transport due to increased
journeys. This scale of growth in each village is unlikely
to be able to support significant improvements to shops,
services and community facilities and is therefore
unlikely to reduce commuting to neighbouring areas.

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The effect of this option is likely to be uncertain. The
scale of growth in a single location is more likely to
enable a degree of self-containment by supporting
shops, services and community facilities. Furthermore,
the scale of development is more likely to be able to
support improvements in public transport. Nevertheless,
out-commuting to higher order settlements will still be
necessary and is likely to be more concentrated onto a
single route. If public transport does not improve then
this could lead to a concentration of poor air quality.

2. Promote sustainable
lifestyles, use

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to increase resource consumption
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resources efficiently,
maximise recycling and
re-use

(energy, water, land) and waste production as
development is likely to be on greenfield land.

(energy, water, land) and waste production as
development is likely to be on greenfield land. However
the amount of growth may support new infrastructure
and encourage walking and cycling within the expanded
village. The likelihood of the scale of development
supporting shops, services and community facilities
means that the shift to sustainable transport could be
greater, however this effect is still outweighed by the
resource consumption associated with this amount of
development.

3. Conserve and
enhance the built and
historic environment,
heritage assets and
their settings

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of
development sites although a seriously harmful impact
would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts
should be mitigated.

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The impact on heritage depends on the exact location of
development sites although a seriously harmful impact
would make a site unsuitable. Minor adverse impacts
should be mitigated.

4. Create, conserve,
protect and enhance
the borough’s natural
features, distinctive
local environments,
habitats and species

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
Development is likely to be on greenfield land, use of
which can potentially affect habitats, species and natural
features.

XX MAJOR NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
Development is likely to be on greenfield land, use of
which can potentially affect habitats, species and natural
features. The greater land take in a single growth
location is likely to have a greater adverse effect on this
objective as it is likely to be less easily incorporated into
the existing environment.

5. Promote strong,
sustained and balanced
economic growth,
stimulating job creation
across a range of
sectors

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
Growth is likely to strengthen existing rural economies,
services and increase employment opportunities. It will
also benefit construction jobs (temporary effect).

 POSITIVE EFFECT (LT,P,ST,T)
Growth is likely to strengthen existing rural economies,
services and increase employment opportunities. This
effect may be slightly greater for this option which has
higher growth in a single location. It will also benefit
construction jobs (temporary effect).
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6. Improve the skills of
the labour force,
matching skill outcome
with market needs
7. Create a distinctive,
attractive and multifunctional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a
changing population

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for
the spatial distribution of growth and skills development
and employability.
O NEUTRAL EFFECT
This option is unlikely to affect Bedford town centre.

O NEUTRAL EFFECT
There is no direct relationship between the options for
the spatial distribution of growth and skills development
and employability.
O NEUTRAL EFFECT
This option is unlikely to affect Bedford town centre.

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely
to help meet the needs of a growing population through
providing a range of housing and associated
infrastructure.

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
This option is likely to have a positive effect and is likely
to help meet the needs of a growing population through
providing a range of housing and associated
infrastructure.

9.Reduce levels of
deprivation, inequalities
and exclusion

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The opportunity to help reduce deprivation in terms of
health, income, skills and unemployment and increase
access to essential services is uncertain. At this scale of
development it is not clear that development will be able
to support the provision of community facilities and
employment.

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The opportunity to help reduce deprivation in terms of
health, income, skills and unemployment and increase
access to essential services is uncertain. At this scale of
development it is not clear that development will be able
to support the provision of community facilities and
employment.

10. Promote community
involvement in placeshaping, promote
healthy and safe
communities

 POSITIVE EFFECT (ST,MT,LT,P)
The smaller scale of development at each location
means that there is a good likelihood that development
will be absorbed within the existing community and that
social cohesion will be promoted.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST, MT,T)
The larger scale of development at a single location
means that there is a risk that development will not be
absorbed within the existing community and that social
cohesion will not be promoted. This effect is likely to
reduce over time.

11. Promote a strong
local identity and sense
of place

? UNCERTAIN EFFECT
The smaller scale of development at each location
means that that development could be designed to
relate well to the structure of the existing village and

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (ST, MT,T)
The larger scale of development at a single location
means that that development will be more difficult to
relate well to the structure of the existing village and is
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12. Minimise growth in
car usage, reduce the
need to travel and
promote the shift to
more sustainable
modes of transport

enhance townscape.

less likely to be able to enhance townscape.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a negative impact on this
objective and is likely to increase the need to travel. This
scale of growth in each village is unlikely to be able to
support significant improvements to shops, services and
community facilities and is therefore unlikely to reduce
commuting to neighbouring areas.

X NEGATIVE EFFECT (LT,P)
This option is likely to have a negative impact on this
objective and is likely to increase the need to travel. The
scale of growth in a single location is more likely to
enable a degree of self-containment by supporting
shops, services and community facilities. Furthermore,
the scale of development is more likely to be able to
support improvements in public transport. Nevertheless,
out-commuting to higher order settlements will still be
necessary and is likely to be more concentrated onto a
single route. If public transport does not improve then
this could lead to greater congestion.
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Appendix 12
Sustainability appraisal testing – local plan policies
List of policies (refer to local plan for full wording of policies)
Policy number
1
2S
3S
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Policy name
Healthy communities
Spatial strategy
Amount and distribution of housing development
Development in villages with a Settlement Policy Area
Development in Small Settlements
Development in the countryside
Key development sites in St Paul’s Square
Land at Duckmill Lane / Bedesman Lane, Bedford
The station area, Ashburnham Rd, Bedford
Greyfriars, Bedford
Land at Ford End Road, Bedford
Land at Borough Hall, Bedford
Land south of the river, Bedford
Town centre uses
Bedford High Street
Riverside development
Land rear of 268-308 Ampthill Road, Bedford
Land to the north of Beverley Crescent, Bedford
Land at Gold Lane, Biddenham
Land at 329 Bedford Road, Kempston
Land at Mowbray Road, Bedford
Land at Lodge Hill, Bedford
Land to the rear of Bromham Road, Biddenham
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24
25
26
27
28
29S
30
31
32
33
34
35
36S
37S
38
39
40
41
42
43S
44
45
46
47S
48
49
50
51S
52S
53
54
55

Land at Grazehill, Bedford
Former Stewartby Brickworks
Garden village principles
Colworth Garden Village
Land north of School Lane, Roxton
Place making
Design quality and principles
The impact of development – design impacts
The impact of development – access impacts
The impact of development – disturbance and pollution impacts
The impact of development – infrastructure impacts
Advertisements
Green infrastructure
Forest of Marston Vale
Landscape character
Landscaping in new development
Retention of trees
Hedgerows
Historic environment and heritage assets
Protecting biodiversity and geodiversity
Enhancing biodiversity
River Great Ouse
Local Green Space
Use of previously developed land and use of undeveloped land
Pollution, disturbance and contaminated land
Minerals and waste restoration policy
Waste
Water resources
Climate change strategic approach
Water demand
Development layout and accessibility
Energy efficiency
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56
57
58
59S
60S
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72S
73
74
75S
76
77
78
79
80S
81S
82
83
84
85
86
87

Renewable energy – district heating
Renewable energy – broad locations suitable for renewable energy development
Renewable energy – general impact
Affordable housing
Housing mix
Specialist housing
Self-build and custom homebuilding
Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches and Travelling Showpeople plots
Kempston Hardwick Gypsy and Traveller site
Provision of Traveller Sites as part of new settlements.
Proposals for Traveller sites on unallocated land in the countryside
Design of Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople sites
Reuse and replacement of rural buildings in the countryside
The replacement and extension of dwellings in the countryside
Affordable housing to meet local needs in the rural area
Accommodation for rural workers
Amount and distribution of employment development
Key employment sites
Other employment sites
Additional strategic employment development
Wyboston Lakes
Employment skills
New employment development in the countryside
Improvement and provision of new visitor accommodation
Hierarchy of town centres
Amount and location of new retail development
Out of centre development
Kempston district centre – new retail development
Kempston district centre – changes of use
New shops in local centres
Local centres (including rural key service centres) – changes of use
Neighbourhood centres and individual shops – changes of use
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88
89
90S
91
92
93
94S
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103

All shop units
Impact of town centre uses
Delivering infrastructure
Public transport
Impact of transport on people, places and environment
Electric vehicle infrastructure
Transport infrastructure and network improvements
Access to the countryside
Flood risk
Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)
Broadband policy
Domestic equipment
Communications infrastructure
New sports and leisure facilities
New community facilities
Loss of existing leisure and sports facilities

Key to appraisal effects – plan policies



O
?
X
XX

Major positive effect
Positive effect
Neutral effect
Uncertain effect
Negative effect
Major negative effect

Policies that allocate specific sites for development have been assessed using a slightly different scoring format in line with the Sustainability
Appraisal of Sites document, as follows.
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Key to appraisal effects – site allocations

+++
++
+
~
?
X
XX
XXX

Strong and significant beneficial impact
Potentially significant beneficial impact
Site supports this objective although it may have only a minor beneficial impact
Site has no impact or effect is neutral insofar as the benefits and drawbacks appear equal and neither is
considered significant
Uncertain or insufficient information on which to base the assessment at this stage
Site appears to conflict with the objective and may result in adverse impacts
Potentially significant adverse impact
Strong and significant adverse impact
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Policy 1 – Healthy communities
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on climate change.













O

O

O







Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on the natural environment.







Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on economic growth.











































Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on sustainable lifestyles and resource
use.
Neutral effect.

Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on labour skills.
Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on retail provision.
Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on the needs of the population.
Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on deprivation.
Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including on community involvement and on
healthy and safe communities.
Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including local identity.
Positive effect as policy is likely to ensure that proposals will address the health
consequences of development, including reducing the need to travel.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects, increasing over time, as policy will ensure that health impacts of development are considered. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 2S – Spatial strategy
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

XX

XX

XX

X

X

X

?

?

?

X

X

X

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use

3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species

Comments
Negative effect as policy is likely to cause poorer air quality because of more
journeys by car. There is no direct relationship between the policy and the
provision of low carbon buildings or generation of renewable energy which
would have mitigated negative effect.
Negative effect as policy is likely to increase resource consumption (energy,
water, land) and waste production. Although the use of previously developed
land is maximised, much new development will still be on greenfield land. The
new settlement will use substantial land resource. Improved infrastructure as a
result of development could encourage walking and cycling within settlements.
However, the focus of employment on the primary route network and town
centre could result in more commuting by car from rural settlements unless
public transport is improved. There is no direct relationship between the policy
and the generation of renewable energy or recycling of waste.
Uncertain effect as depends on the exact location of development sites. The
impact on the built environment and existing townscapes largely depends on the
quality of design.
Negative effect. Although the use of previously developed land is maximised,
much new development will be on greenfield land. The new settlement will also
use a large area, but has potential to enhance green infrastructure significantly.
Any use of greenfield land can potentially affect habitats, species and natural
features depending on the exact location of development sites.
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5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors































10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities







11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place







X





6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre

8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
more sustainable modes of transport

Positive effect as policy is likely to make a positive contribution to economic
growth and job creation because it is likely to strengthen existing rural
economies, services and increase employment opportunities. The focus of
employment on the primary route network and town centre is likely to benefit
economic growth, job creation and the regeneration of older stock.
Positive effect as policy is likely to improve skills levels by providing new
employment opportunities.
Positive effect as policy is likely to have a positive effect on Bedford town centre
as growth throughout the borough will increase its viability and support
regeneration. The focus of business and employment on the town centre is
particularly likely to help create an attractive and successful town centre.
Positive effect as policy is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing a range of housing (including affordable and older persons),
employment, services, facilities and associated infrastructure.
Positive effect as policy is likely to help reduce deprivation in terms of health,
income, skills and unemployment in the urban area as well as increase access
to essential services in the rural area. The focus of business and employment
on the town centre is particularly likely to benefit the most deprived wards in the
urban area.
Positive effect as policy supports neighbourhood planning which is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to
promote healthy and safe communities by providing walking and cycling
facilities, open space and leisure facilities, and designing out crime, particularly
when it is on sites of a significant size.
Positive effect as the new settlement is likely to provide the opportunity to
incorporate garden city principles which should promote strong local identity and
sense of place.
Positive effect except in short term, as policy is likely to contribute to reducing
the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services, facilities and
employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other
sustainable modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable. The provision of a
new parkway railway station to serve the north of the borough should result in a
shift from car use. Improved infrastructure as a result of development could
encourage walking and cycling within settlements. However, focussing
employment on the primary route network and town centre could result in
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greater traffic congestion.
Summary of assessment
Positive effects because of economic growth and social opportunities. Negative effects because of impacts on air quality, resource consumption and loss of
greenfield land.
Summary of mitigation proposals
The local plan should encourage use of previously developed land, avoid development on the best agricultural land, ensure development avoids land at risk of
flooding, encourage higher density development, maximise energy efficiency, minimise water consumption, minimise impacts on the historic environment,
ensure development minimises impacts on nature conservation, ensure development reduces impact on the built environment and existing communities,
minimise the need to travel, and improve walking and cycling infrastructure.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 3S – Amount and distribution of housing development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

XX

XX

XX

X

X

X

?

?

?

X

X

X

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use

3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species

Comments
Negative effect as policy is likely to cause poorer air quality because of more
journeys by car. There is no direct relationship between the policy and the
provision of low carbon buildings or generation of renewable energy which
would have mitigated negative effect.
Negative effect as policy is likely to increase resource consumption (energy,
water, land) and waste production. Although the use of previously developed
land is maximised, much new development will still be on greenfield land. The
new settlement will use substantial land resource. Improved infrastructure as a
result of development could encourage walking and cycling within settlements.
There is no direct relationship between the policy and the generation of
renewable energy or recycling of waste.
Uncertain effect as depends on the exact location of development sites. The
impact on the built environment and existing townscapes largely depends on the
quality of design.
Negative effect. Although the use of previously developed land is maximised,
much new development will be on greenfield land. The new settlement will also
use a large area, but has potential to enhance green infrastructure significantly.
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5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities

11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

Any use of greenfield land can potentially affect habitats, species and natural
features depending on the exact location of development sites.
Neutral effect although short term benefit from construction work.

O

O

O

O

O

O













O

O

O













X





12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
more sustainable modes of transport

Neutral effect although short term benefit from construction work.
Positive effect as policy is likely to have a positive effect on Bedford town centre
as growth throughout the borough will increase its viability and support
regeneration.
Positive effect as policy is likely to help meet the needs of a growing population
through providing a range of housing (including affordable and older persons),.
Neutral effect.
Positive effect as policy supports neighbourhood planning which is likely to build
community cohesion and capacity. There is potential for new development to
promote healthy and safe communities by providing walking and cycling
facilities, open space and leisure facilities, and designing out crime, particularly
when it is on sites of a significant size.
Positive effect as the new settlement is likely to provide the opportunity to
incorporate garden city principles which should promote strong local identity and
sense of place.
Positive effect except in short term, as policy is likely to contribute to reducing
the need to travel by increasing the overall provision of services, facilities and
employment across the borough and making rural public transport and other
sustainable modes increasingly viable and therefore reliable. The provision of a
new parkway railway station to serve the north of the borough should result in a
shift from car use. Improved infrastructure as a result of development could
encourage walking and cycling within settlements. However, focussing
employment on the primary route network and town centre could result in
greater traffic congestion.

Summary of assessment
Positive effects because of economic growth and social opportunities. Negative effects because of impacts on air quality, resource consumption and loss of
greenfield land.
Summary of mitigation proposals
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The local plan should encourage use of previously developed land, avoid development on the best agricultural land, ensure development avoids land at risk of
flooding, encourage higher density development, maximise energy efficiency, minimise water consumption, minimise impacts on the historic environment,
ensure development minimises impacts on nature conservation, ensure development reduces impact on the built environment and existing communities,
minimise the need to travel, and improve walking and cycling infrastructure.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 4 – Development in villages with a Settlement Policy Area
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







?

?

?







O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







O

O

O

Positive effect as the policy is likely to increase the provision of a variety of
housing.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage walking and cycling. It is also likely
to encourage the use of previously developed land.
Uncertain effect as depends on the exact location of development sites. The
impact on the built environment and existing townscapes largely depends on the
quality of design.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development and minimise
the use of greenfield sites.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

174

inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place













Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting
social cohesion and helping to encourage walking and cycling.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting local
identity and sense of place. The impact on existing townscapes largely depends
on the quality of design.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage public transport, walking and
cycling.

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy is likely to concentrate development in more sustainable locations, preserving the character of the built form of
settlements. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 5 – Development in Small Settlements
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







?

?

?







Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage walking and cycling. It is also likely
to encourage the use of previously developed land.
Uncertain effect as depends on the exact location of development sites. The
impact on the built environment and existing townscapes largely depends on the
quality of design.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development and minimise
the use of greenfield sites.
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local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







O

O

O

Positive effect as the policy is likely to increase the provision of a variety of
housing.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.













Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting
social cohesion and helping to encourage walking and cycling.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting local
identity and sense of place. The impact on existing townscapes largely depends
on the quality of design.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage public transport, walking and
cycling.

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy is likely to concentrate development in more sustainable locations, preserving the character of the built form of
settlements. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 6 – Development in the countryside
Sustainability objective

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
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1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







?

?

?







O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O













Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage walking and cycling. It is also likely
to encourage the use of previously developed land.
Uncertain effect as depends on the exact location of development sites. The
impact on the built environment and existing townscapes largely depends on the
quality of design.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development and minimise
the use of greenfield sites away from settlements.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to increase the provision of a variety of
housing.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting
social cohesion and helping to encourage walking and cycling.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting local
identity and sense of place. The impact on existing townscapes largely depends
on the quality of design.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage public transport, walking and
cycling.

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy is likely to concentrate development in more sustainable locations, preserving the character of the built form of
settlements. No negative effects.
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Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 7 – Key development sites in St Paul’s Square, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

++

++

++

++

++

++

Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.

+

+

+

Policy requires development to contribute to distinctiveness and complement the
historic environment.

~

~

~

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

?

?

?

++

++

++

Future economic and employment opportunities with proposal.

Future labour skills improvement opportunities with proposal, subject to scale
and scope of employment generated.
Main town centre use in or on the edge of a town centre.
Uncertain effect as depends on whether development includes housing.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
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or adjoining the immediate urban area).
10. Promote community involvement in
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
++
++
++
communities
urban area).
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Site easily incorporated within existing pattern of development.
++
++
++
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location, providing employment and enhancing the town centre. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 8 - Land at Duckmill Lane / Bedesman Lane, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

++

++

++

++

++

++

Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.

+

+

+

Policy requires development to contribute to distinctiveness and complement the
historic environment.

~

~

~

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.
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local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

Not employment related.

~

~

~

~

~

~

Not employment related.

~

~

~

Non-main town centre use proposed.

++

++

++

++

++

++

Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Site easily incorporated within existing pattern of development.

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
++
++
++
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
++
++
++
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location, enhancing the town centre. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 9 – The station area, Ashburnham Road, Bedford
Sustainability objective

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
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1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment

++

++

++

++

++

++

~

~

~

~

~

~

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

+++

+++

+++

Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.
Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on any heritage assets.

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.
Future economic and employment opportunities with proposal.

Future labour skills improvement opportunities with proposal, subject to scale
and scope of employment generated.
Main town centre use in or on the edge of a town centre.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Site easily incorporated within existing pattern of development.
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area).
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Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location, providing employment and enhancing the town centre. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes. The
provision of better public transport interchange facilities has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 10 – Greyfriars, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

++

++

++

++

++

++

~

~

~

~

~

~

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

++

++

++

Comments
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.
Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on any heritage assets.

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.
Future economic and employment opportunities with proposal.

Future labour skills improvement opportunities with proposal, subject to scale
and scope of employment generated.
Main town centre use in or on the edge of a town centre.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
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population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

++

++

++

(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Site easily incorporated within existing pattern of development.

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
++
++
++
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
++
++
++
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location, providing employment and enhancing the town centre. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes. The
provision of better public transport interchange facilities has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 11 – Land at Ford End Road, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

++

++

++

++

++

++

Comments
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.
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3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

?

?

?

Proposal does not include measures to protect or enhance heritage assets, or
further information/assessment is required.

+

+

+

Site (or part of site) previously developed and located within a GIOZ or the
Forest of Marston Vale.

X

X

X

+

+

+

X

X

X

++

++

++

++

++

++

Potential loss of employment as a result of proposal or site last used for
employment. However costs of remediating contaminated site reduce viability
for employment use.
Future labour skills improvement opportunities with proposal, subject to scale
and scope of employment generated.
Main town centre use in out of centre location.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
of development.
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area).

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
++
++
++
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
?
?
?
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location, providing employment and enhancing the town centre. Negative
effects due to loss of employment land and inclusion of retail use not in a town centre.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Ensure that retail provision is of a size and type appropriate to the local centre and does not adversely affect Bedford town centre.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes. The
remediation of contaminated land and the significant development of a range of uses have positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.
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Policy 12 – Land at Borough Hall, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

++

++

++

++

++

++

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

++

++

++

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

++

++

++

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe

++

++

++

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

Comments
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.
Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on any heritage assets.

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.
Not employment related.

Not employment related.
Non-main town centre use proposed.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
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communities
urban area).
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Site easily incorporated within existing pattern of development.
++
++
++
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location, enhancing the town centre. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 13 – Land south of the river, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

++

++

++

++

++

++

~

~

~

~

~

~

+

+

+

Comments
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.
Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on any heritage assets.

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.
Future economic and employment opportunities with proposal.
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6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

+

+

+

+

+

+

+++

+++

+++

++

++

++

Future labour skills improvement opportunities with proposal, subject to scale
and scope of employment generated.
Main town centre use in or on the edge of a town centre.
Residential development of >650 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing), education and on-site services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
of development.
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area).

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
++
++
++
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
?
?
?
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location, providing employment and enhancing the town centre. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 14 – Town centre uses
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

?

?

?







Comments
Uncertain effect. The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely
to encourage walking and cycling, however if car use increases air quality in the
AQMA could worsen.
Positive effect. The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely
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resources efficiently, maximise recycling
to encourage walking and cycling.
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Uncertain effect. It is not clear what effect concentrating town centre uses will
balanced economic growth, stimulating
have on this objective.
?
?
?
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
Positive effect. Defining frontages to control the range and location of town



multi-functional town centre
centre uses is likely to help maintain town centre vitality.
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely to encourage
the need to travel and promote the shift to
walking and cycling.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly neutral and uncertain effects with some positive effects because the policy aims to concentrate town centre uses. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals should take account of potential impacts on the AQMA.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 15 – Bedford High Street
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce vehicular traffic and is likely to
improve air quality.







Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce vehicular traffic which is likely to
encourage walking and cycling.







O

O

O







O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O



















Positive effect as the policy aims to improve shop fronts and the public realm,
refurbish buildings and retail active frontages, which is likely to protect and
enhance heritage assets and improve the quality of the built environment.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy is likely to encourage business growth and
employment opportunities.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect. Improving the public realm and shop fronts, reducing vehicular
traffic and controlling the range of uses is likely to help maintain town centre
vitality.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as the policy aims to control range of uses which is likely to
minimise crime and the fear of crime.
Positive effect as the policy aims to enhance the townscape and provide a
sense of place.
Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce vehicular traffic and is likely to
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the need to travel and promote the shift to
encourage walking and cycling.
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy aims to improve the built environment, reduce vehicular traffic and control the range of uses. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 16 – Riverside development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O













?

?

?

O

O

O

O

O

O







Positive effect as the policy aims to improve the public realm.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to enhance pedestrian and cycle access which
is likely to increase usage.
Positive effect as the policy aims to maintain character and heritage.

Uncertain effect as increasing human activity by the river could affect habitats
and species unless carefully managed.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as the policy aims to enhance pedestrian and cycle access which
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
is likely to increase usage.



communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the policy aims to enhance the townscape.



sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy aims to enhance pedestrian and cycle access which
the need to travel and promote the shift to
is likely to increase usage.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy aims to enhance the riverside and increase its use. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Ensure no negative effect on river habitats and species by carefully managing change.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 17 – Land rear of 268-308 Ampthill Road, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

++

++

++

++

++

++

~

~

~

~

~

~

Comments
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.
Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on any heritage assets.

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
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the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

environments, habitats and species.
Not employment related.

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

++

++

++

++

++

++

Not employment related.
Non-main town centre use proposed.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Site easily incorporated within existing pattern of development.

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
++
++
++
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
++
++
++
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.
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Policy 18 – Land to the north of Beverley Crescent, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

++

++

++

X

X

X

Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site located within a Source Protection Zone. However residential development
is appropriate use in such areas.

?

?

?

Proposal does not include measures to protect or enhance heritage assets, or
further information/assessment is required.

X

X

X

~

~

~

~

~

~

Not employment related.
Non-main town centre use proposed.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

~

~

~

++

++

++

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

++

++

++

++

++

++

?

?

?

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and

Comments

Greenfield site (or part greenfield site) or long-term vacant previously developed
site. However site is within urban area. Protected trees should be preserved and
this is covered in the policy.
Not employment related.

Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
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sense of place
of development.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. Some negative effects as site is within a Source Protection Zone
and is greenfield. However site is within the urban area so development is appropriate here.
Summary of mitigation proposals
.Protected trees should be preserved and this is covered in the policy.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 19 – Land at Gold Lane, Biddenham
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

++

++

++

X

X

X

Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site located within a Source Protection Zone. However residential development
is appropriate use in such areas.

?

?

?

Proposal does not include measures to protect or enhance heritage assets, or
further information/assessment is required.

X

X

X

Greenfield site (or part greenfield site) or long-term vacant previously developed
site. However site is within urban area.

~

~

~

~

~

~

Not employment related.

Not employment related.
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matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

~

~

~

++

++

++

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

++

++

++

Non-main town centre use proposed.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
of development.
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area).

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
++
++
++
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
?
?
?
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. Some negative effects as site is within a Source Protection Zone
and is greenfield. However site is within the urban area so development is appropriate here.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 20 – Land at 329 Bedford Road, Kempston
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

++

++

++

Comments
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
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2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.

++

++

++

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

Not employment related.

~

~

~

Non-main town centre use proposed.

+

+

+

++

++

++

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on any heritage assets.

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.
Not employment related.

Residential development of <10 units.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Site easily incorporated within existing pattern of development.

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
++
++
++
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
++
++
++
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.
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Policy 21 – Land at Mowbray Road, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

++

++

++

~

~

~

Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site not previously developed but within or adjoining the urban area or a defined
settlement policy area.

?

?

?

Proposal does not include measures to protect or enhance heritage assets, or
further information/assessment is required.

~

~

~

Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.

~

~

~

~

~

~

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

~

~

~

++

++

++

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

++

++

++

++

++

++

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities

Comments

Not employment related.

Not employment related.
Non-main town centre use proposed.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
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11. Promote a strong local identity and
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
?
?
?
sense of place
of development.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 22 – Land at Lodge Hill, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

++

++

++

X

X

X

Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site located within a Source Protection Zone. However residential development
is appropriate use in such areas.

?

?

?

Proposal does not include measures to protect or enhance heritage assets, or
further information/assessment is required.

X

X

X

Greenfield site (or part greenfield site) or long-term vacant previously developed
site. However site adjoins urban area.

~

~

~

~

~

~

Not employment related.

Not employment related.
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matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

~

~

~

++

++

++

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

++

++

++

Non-main town centre use proposed.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
urban area).
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
of development.
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area).

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
++
++
++
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
?
?
?
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. Some negative effects as site is within a Source Protection Zone
and is greenfield. However site is adjoins the urban area and development is appropriate here.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 23 – Land to the rear of Bromham Road, Biddenham
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

+

+

+

Local services and facilities within walking distance or good frequency public
transport; developable land within the site is not within flood risk zone 2 or 3.

X

X

X

Site located within a Source Protection Zone. However residential development
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resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

is appropriate use in such areas.
Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on any heritage assets.

~

~

~

XX

XX

XX

~

~

~

~

~

~

Not employment related.

~

~

~

Non-main town centre use proposed.

++

++

++

Greenfield site or long-term vacant previously developed site, water bodies on
site or adjoining. However site adjoins urban area.
Not employment related.

Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential development proposed within walking distance of local services and
facilities or good frequency public transport.
Local services and facilities within walking distance or good frequency public
transport.

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
+
+
+
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
+
+
+
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Site not easily incorporated into existing pattern of development. However site
X
X
X
sense of place
adjoins urban area.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Limited or no local services and facilities within walking distance but good
the need to travel and promote the shift to
frequency of public transport. However site adjoins urban area.
X
X
X
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. Some negative effects as site is within a Source Protection Zone
and is greenfield. However site is adjoins the urban area and development is appropriate here.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.
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Policy 24 - Land at Grazehill, Bedford
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

++

++

++

XX

XX

XX

Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
immediate urban area); developable land within the site is not within flood risk
zone 2 or 3.
Site is not within the urban area or a defined settlement policy area, is not
previously developed and uses BMV land. However site adjoins urban area.

?

?

?

Proposal does not include measures to protect or enhance heritage assets, or
further information/assessment is required.

XX

XX

XX

Greenfield site or long-term vacant previously developed site, water bodies on
site or adjoining. However site adjoins urban area.

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

++

++

++

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

++

++

++

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe

++

++

++

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

Not employment related.

Not employment related.
Non-main town centre use proposed.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential or employment development proposed close to town centre
services, facilities and cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within
or adjoining the immediate urban area).
Development proposed close to town centre services, facilities and cultural
opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the immediate
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communities
urban area).
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
?
?
?
sense of place
of development.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Development proposed close to significant town centre services, facilities and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cultural opportunities, and public transport hubs (ie within or adjoining the
+++
+++
+++
more sustainable modes of transport
immediate urban area).
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. Some negative effects as site is greenfield. However site is
adjoins the urban area and development is appropriate here.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of this site together with others in the urban area is likely to have positive cumulative effects on the use of sustainable transport modes.

Policy 25 – Former Stewartby brickworks
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Limited local services and facilities within walking distance; developable land
within the site is not within flood risk zone 2 or 3.

~

~

~

++

++

++

?

?

?

Proposal does not include measures to protect or enhance heritage assets, or
further information/assessment is required.

+

+

+

Site (or part of site) previously developed and located within a GIOZ or the
Forest of Marston Vale.

?

?

?

Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.

Subject to scale and scope of employment generated.
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6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

+

+

+

~

~

~

++

++

++

Future labour skills improvement opportunities with proposal, subject to scale
and scope of employment generated.
Non-main town centre use proposed.
Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential development proposed not within walking distance of local services
and facilities and infrequent public transport.
Local services and facilities not within walking distance and infrequent public
transport.

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
X
X
X
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
X
X
X
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
?
?
?
sense of place
of development.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Limited or no local services and facilities within walking distance and infrequent
the need to travel and promote the shift to
public transport.
XX
XX
XX
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as proposal uses previously developed land, provides housing and employment. Negative effects as existing facilities and public transport
insufficient to support development. Impact on heritage assets needs careful consideration. Integrating the site with the existing village will need careful design.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Policy should secure improvements to public transport serving the site, community facilities, links to existing village facilities and appropriate conservation of
heritage assets. These matters are all covered in the policy.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Secondary impacts on adjacent land uses including employment and waste processing facilities.

Policy 26 – Garden village principles
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long







Comments
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address energy
efficiency.
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2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address energy
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
efficiency and encourage walking and cycling.



and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address the historic
historic environment, heritage assets and
environment.



their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address the natural
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
environment and provide green infrastructure.



local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address job creation.
balanced economic growth, stimulating



job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address job creation.



matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
Uncertain effect as any town centre facilities included in the new settlement may
?
?
?
multi-functional town centre
affect Bedford town centre.
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address housing



population
needs.
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address access to



inequalities and exclusion
services and facilities.
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will address social
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
cohesion, provide recreation and leisure facilities, and encourage walking and



communities
cycling.
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will promote local identity



sense of place
and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as policy aims to ensure that proposals will encourage a selfthe need to travel and promote the shift to
sufficient community thus reducing the need to travel.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as policy will ensure that sustainability principles are considered. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
No effects.
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Policy 27 – Colworth Garden Village
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

X

X

?













?

?

?







?

?

?













Comments
Uncertain effect as development is likely to increase greenhouse gas emissions
although layout and self-containment is likely to encourage use of sustainable
transport modes.
Uncertain effect. The site will use greenfield land, however its self-containment
is likely to encourage use of sustainable transport modes and be efficient in its
use of energy resources.
Uncertain effect. The site includes or is near to heritage assets, however the
size of the site means that there may be scope to minimise adverse effects.
Negative and uncertain effect as will require development of a large area of
greenfield land, although there may be scope within the site to avoid sites of
particular importance and to create new habitats which over time may be more
valuable than the agricultural land that is lost.
Positive effect as the policy includes expansion of the existing science park.
Enhanced transport links, including by rail, will increase accessibility and the
attractiveness of the site for business.
Positive effect as the policy includes expansion of the existing science park.
Enhanced transport links, including by rail, will increase accessibility and the
attractiveness of the site for business.
Uncertain effect as any town centre facilities included in the new settlement may
affect Bedford town centre.
Positive effect. Providing a range of residential accommodation will help meet
housing needs.
Uncertain effect. The policy could help reduce deprivation and meet specific
needs depending on the type of development.
Positive effect as policy aims to foster a strong local community based approach
to the ownership and long-term stewardship of assets.
Positive effect as policy aims to create a distinctive place.
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sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
more sustainable modes of transport

?





Positive effect as policy aims to create a self-sustaining community to enable
residents to meet the majority of their day to day needs, reducing the need for
outward commuting. The provision of a new rail station is likely to encourage
sustainable transport, reducing congestion in Bedford.

Summary of assessment
Mostly uncertain or positive effects, becoming more positive over time as new settlement becomes established. Short and medium term negative effect on
natural features.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for Colworth Garden Village should encourage the generation of renewable energy, minimise energy and water use, ensure the protection of heritage
assets and ensure that any retail facilities primarily serve local every day needs. The development should take the opportunity to reduce deprivation and meet
specific needs. It will be important to ensure the delivery of a new rail station.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development of the site, particularly the inclusion of a parkway rail station with access from the A6, is likely to have positive secondary and synergistic effects on
traffic and congestion in and around Bedford as it is likely to divert commuters from car to rail travel. This is likely to serve not just the residents of the new
settlement but those from a much wider area across north Bedford and into Northamptonshire.

Policy 28 – Land north of School Lane, Roxton
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

+

+

+

Local services and facilities within walking distance or good frequency public
transport; developable land within the site is not within flood risk zone 2 or 3.

X

X

X

Site is not within the urban area or a defined settlement policy area, is not
previously developed and uses BMV land.

?

?

?

Proposal does not include measures to protect or enhance heritage assets, or
further information/assessment is required.

X

X

X

Greenfield site (or part greenfield site) or long-term vacant previously developed
site.
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5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

Not employment related.

~

~

~

~

~

~

Not employment related.

~

~

~

Non-main town centre use proposed.

++

++

++

Residential development of 10-649 units likely to provide a mix of housing
(including affordable housing) and make a contribution to the provision of
services and facilities.
Residential development proposed within walking distance of local services and
facilities or good frequency public transport.
Local services and facilities within walking distance or good frequency public
transport.

9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
+
+
+
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
+
+
+
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Subject to assessment and implementation of recommendations through design
?
?
?
sense of place
of development.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Limited or no local services and facilities within walking distance but good
the need to travel and promote the shift to
frequency of public transport.
X
X
X
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as proposal provides housing in reasonably accessible location. Negative effects as existing village facilities are limited and site uses good
quality agricultural land. Alternative sites around Roxton are all of similar agricultural quality however. Impact on heritage assets needs careful consideration.
Integrating the site with the existing village will need careful design.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Development of the site should secure appropriate conservation of heritage assets. This is addressed in the policy.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Development is likely to have a positive secondary effect on existing village facilities.

Policy 29S – Place making
Sustainability objective

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
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1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
effects of climate change through
O
O
O
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
O
O
O
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
Positive effect as policy requires development to take a proactive approach to
historic environment, heritage assets and
sustaining the historic environment.



their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Positive effect as policy requires development to contribute to provision of green
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
infrastructure, enhance the landscape and include appropriate landscaping.



local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
Positive effect as policy requires development to promote local distinctiveness.



multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as policy requires development to be of a high quality in terms of



sense of place
design and promote local distinctiveness.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to secure high quality development. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
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Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 30 – Design quality and principles
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







Positive effect as policy requires development to provide facilities that will
encourage recycling and cycle use.







Positive effect as policy requires development to have particular regard to
heritage assets and successfully integrate with the historic character.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







O

O

O

Positive effect as policy requires development to contribute positively to the
area’s character and identity.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as policy requires development to incorporate measures to
promote community safety.

209

11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as policy requires development to be of a high quality in terms of



sense of place
design and promote local distinctiveness.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to secure high quality development. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 31 – The impact of development - design impacts
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place







O

O

O

O

O

O













Positive effect as policy requires development to consider the contribution to the
townscape qualities of the area and the extent to which local distinctiveness is
reinforced or created.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as policy requires development to consider the effect on public
safety.
Positive effect as policy requires development take account of the principles of
good design, considering the context, contribution to townscape and quality of
public spaces.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to secure high quality development. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 32 – The impact of development - access impacts
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







Positive effect as policy requires suitable access for cyclists and pedestrians
which is likely to encourage walking and cycling.
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3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as policy requires suitable access for cyclists and pedestrians
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
which is likely to encourage walking and cycling.



communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as policy requires suitable access for people with disabilities,
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cyclists and pedestrians which is likely to encourage walking and cycling.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to ensure good access to developments. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 33 – The impact of development - disturbance and pollution impacts
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as policy requires development not to cause pollution. This is
likely to contribute to improving air quality.







Positive effect as policy requires development to provide facilities that will
encourage recycling.

O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy requires development not to cause pollution. This is
likely to protect the natural environment.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as policy requires development to give attention to disturbance,
overlooking, crime and community concerns.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to prevent pollution and disturbance. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 34 – The impact of development - infrastructure impacts
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy requires development not to harm existing
infrastructure. This is likely to ensure that economic growth is not adversely
affected by development.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion







Positive effect as policy requires development not to harm existing
infrastructure. This is likely to ensure that access to services and facilities is not
adversely affected by development.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as policy requires development not to harm existing
the need to travel and promote the shift to
infrastructure. This is likely to support infrastructure needs.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to prevent harmful impacts on existing infrastructure. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 35 – Advertisements
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O







Positive effect as policy requires advertisements to have a positive visual
impact, particularly on heritage assets.







Positive effect as policy requires advertisements to have a positive visual impact
on the amenity of surrounding area.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
Positive effect as policy requires advertisements to have a positive visual impact



multi-functional town centre
on a building and its surroundings.
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as policy requires advertisements to have a positive impact on
the need to travel and promote the shift to
public safety, particularly on the operation of highways.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy requires advertisements to have a positive visual impact. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 36S – Green infrastructure
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long







Comments
Positive effect. The provision of green infrastructure is likely to reduce flood risk
and improve air quality. Providing leisure, sport and recreation facilities locally is
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effective adaptation and mitigation

likely to reduce the need to travel and hence reduce emissions, improving air
quality.
Positive effect. The provision of green infrastructure is likely to provide more
and better quality opportunities for walking and cycling.

2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling



and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Positive effect as the provision of green infrastructure is likely to benefit
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
biodiversity.



local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Uncertain effect. The provision of green infrastructure is likely to provide more
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
and better quality opportunities for walking and cycling, however it could also
?
?
?
communities
increase the fear of crime.
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect. The provision of green infrastructure is likely to provide more
the need to travel and promote the shift to
and better quality opportunities for walking and cycling. Providing leisure, sport



more sustainable modes of transport
and recreation facilities locally is likely to reduce the need to travel.
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as green infrastructure is likely to benefit biodiversity, provide opportunities for walking and cycling, and reduce the need to travel to
facilities. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
The design of green infrastructure should take account of community safety issues.

217

Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The policy is likely to have positive secondary effects on car use, air quality and flooding.

Policy 37S – Forest of Marston Vale
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Positive effect. Extensive tree planting is likely to reduce flood risk and improve
air quality.













O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

?

?

?

Positive effect where restoration of damaged land and potential positive effect
where spaces are attractive and encourage people to walk and cycle, however
visitors may drive to enjoy it.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as extensive areas of tree planting is likely to benefit habitats.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Uncertain effect. Extensive tree planting is likely to provide more and better
quality opportunities for walking and cycling, however it could also increase the
fear of crime.

218

11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Uncertain effect. New woodland may encourage people to walk and cycle,
the need to travel and promote the shift to
however visitors may drive to enjoy it.
?
?
?
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as extensive tree planting is likely to benefit biodiversity, restore damaged land and provide opportunities for walking and cycling.
However uncertainty if visitors drive to enjoy woodland and could increase fear of crime. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
New woodland areas should be carefully designed to reduce fear of crime.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 38 – Landscape character
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O













O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy aims to protect and enhance key landscape features
and maintain the individual and distinct character, and separate identities of
settlements.
Positive effect as policy aims to protect and enhance key landscape features
and maintain the individual and distinct character, and separate identities of
settlements.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy aims to protect and enhance key landscape features
and maintain the individual and distinct character, and separate identities of
settlements.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as protecting key landscape features and separate identities of settlements is likely to benefit the built and historic environment, distinctive local
environments and local identity. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 39 – Landscaping in new development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect. The provision of landscaping is likely to reduce flood risk and
improve air quality.







Positive effect. The provision of landscaping is likely to reduce energy use by
providing shelter and shading for buildings.
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and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Positive effect as landscaping is likely to benefit habitats.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive



local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Positive effect as landscaping is likely to enhance the appearance of
balanced economic growth, stimulating
employment areas making them more attractive to business.



job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Uncertain effect. The provision of landscaping could increase fear of crime.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
?
?
?
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as landscaping is likely to enhance townscape and provide local



sense of place
identity.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as landscaping is likely to reduce flood risk and energy use. It is also likely to benefit habitats, promote economic growth and local identity. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
New landscaping should be carefully designed to reduce fear of crime.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

221

Policy 40 – Retention of trees
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect. The retention of trees is likely to reduce flood risk and improve
air quality.







Positive effect. The retention of trees is likely to reduce energy use by providing
shelter and shading for buildings.

O

O

O













O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the retention of trees is likely to benefit habitats.

Positive effect as the retention of trees is likely to enhance the appearance of
employment areas making them more attractive to business.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the retention of trees is likely to enhance townscape and
provide local identity.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the retention of trees is likely to reduce flood risk and energy use. It is also likely to benefit habitats, promote economic growth and local
identity. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 41 – Hedgerows
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect. The retention of hedgerows is likely to reduce flood risk and
improve air quality.







Positive effect. The retention of hedgerows is likely to reduce energy use by
providing shelter and shading for buildings.

O

O

O













O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the retention of hedgerows is likely to benefit habitats.

Positive effect as the retention of hedgerows is likely to enhance the
appearance of employment areas making them more attractive to business.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the retention of hedgerows is likely to enhance townscape and



sense of place
provide local identity.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the retention of hedgerows is likely to reduce flood risk and energy use. It is also likely to benefit habitats, promote economic growth and local
identity. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 42 – Historic environment and heritage assets
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to protect and preserve heritage assets.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the protection of heritage assets.is likely to benefit townscape



sense of place
and local identity.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects on the protection and preservation of heritage assets, townscape and local identity. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 43S – Protecting biodiversity and geodiversity
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long







Comments
Positive effect. The protection of biodiversity habitats is likely to improve air
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effects of climate change through
quality.
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
O
O
O
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Positive effect as the policy aims to protect biodiversity.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive



local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects on the protection of biodiversity and air quality. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
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The policy is likely to have positive secondary effects on car use, air quality and flooding.

Policy 44 – Enhancing biodiversity
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Positive effect. The creation of biodiversity habitats is likely to improve air
quality.







O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

?

?

?

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to create new biodiversity habitats.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Uncertain effect. The creation of new habitats could increase fear of crime.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects on biodiversity and air quality. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
The creation of new habitats should be carefully designed to reduce fear of crime.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The policy is likely to have positive secondary effects on car use, air quality and flooding.

Policy 45 – River Great Ouse
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

?

?

?

O

O

O

?

?

?

?

?

?







O

O

O







Comments
Uncertain effect. New river moorings and marinas could increase the risk of
flooding.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect. Improvements to the river frontage, new river moorings and
marinas could affect heritage assets.
Uncertain effect. Improvements to the river frontage, new river moorings and
marinas could affect natural features, distinctive local environments, habitats
and species.
Positive effect as river improvements are likely to enhance the appearance of
the borough making it more attractive to business and stimulating economic
growth.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as river improvements are likely to enhance the appearance of
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multi-functional town centre
the town.
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as river improvements are likely to enhance local identity and



sense of place
sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects on economic growth, the town centre and promoting local identity and sense of place. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Improvements to the river should be careful to avoid increasing the risk of flooding, adversely affecting heritage assets and natural features, distinctive local
environments, habitats and species.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 46 – Local Green Space
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments













Positive effect. The designation of Local Green Space is likely to reduce flood
risk and improve air quality. Providing leisure, sport and recreation facilities
locally is likely to reduce the need to travel and hence reduce emissions,
improving air quality.
Positive effect. The provision of Local Green Space is likely to provide more
and better quality opportunities for walking and cycling.







Positive effect. The designation of Local Green Space is likely to conserve and
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historic environment, heritage assets and
enhance the setting of heritage assets.
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Positive effect as the designation of Local Green Space is likely to benefit
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
biodiversity.



local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as the designation of Local Green Space is likely to benefit social
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
cohesion, encourage walking and cycling, and increase recreation / leisure



communities
provision.
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the designation of Local Green Space is likely to provide a



sense of place
strong local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect. The designation of Local Green Space is likely to provide more
the need to travel and promote the shift to
and better quality opportunities for walking and cycling. Providing leisure, sport



more sustainable modes of transport
and recreation facilities locally is likely to reduce the need to travel.
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as the designation of Local Green Space is likely to reduce flood risk, improve air quality. conserve heritage assets, benefit biodiversity,
benefit social cohesion, provide opportunities for walking and cycling, increase recreation / leisure provision and reduce the need to travel to facilities. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The policy is likely to have positive secondary effects on heritage assets, biodiversity, car use, air quality and flooding.
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Policy 47S – Use of previously developed land and use of undeveloped land
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







O

O

O

Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage the reuse of previously
developed land.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage the reuse of previously
developed land. As most of this is located within the urban area, the policy is
likely to concentrate development thus reducing the development of greenfield
land.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage the reuse of previously

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

231

the need to travel and promote the shift to
developed land. As most of this is located within the urban area, the policy is
more sustainable modes of transport
likely to concentrate development thus reducing the need to travel.
Summary of assessment
Positive effects on resource use, conserving local environments, and reducing the need to travel.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 48 – Pollution, disturbance and contaminated land
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as policy requires development not to cause pollution. This is
likely to contribute to improving air quality.







Positive effect as policy requires development to remediate despoiled and
contaminated land

O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy requires development not to cause pollution. This is
likely to protect the natural environment.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as policy requires development to give attention to noise and
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
disturbance,



communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to prevent pollution and disturbance. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 49 – Minerals and waste restoration policy
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







O

O

O







Positive effect as policy aims to use resources efficiently and ensure the
restoration of minerals sites.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy aims to conserve natural features.

233

local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to use resources efficiently and conserve natural features. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 50 – Waste
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O
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2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
Positive effect as policy aims to increase the re-use of waste.
resources efficiently, maximise recycling



and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to increase the re-use of waste. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 51S – Water resources
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy aims to use resources efficiently.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy aims to maintain water quality.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to use resources efficiently and maintain water quality. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 52S – Climate change strategic approach
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce the effects of climate change through
both adaptation and mitigation. It is likely to reduce flood risk, improve air
quality, encourage low carbon building and increase renewable energy
generation.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to increase renewable energy generation,
encourage walking and cycling, increase recycling and minimise water and
energy use.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.













O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as policy is likely to lead to measures that encourage walking and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cycling.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce the effects of climate change, promote sustainable lifestyles, use resources efficiently and encourage walking and
cycling. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 53 – Water demand
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the effects of climate change by
minimising water use.







Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the effects of climate change by
minimising water use.

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the effects of climate change by minimising water use. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 54 – Development layout and accessibility
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long







Comments
Positive effect. Sustainable design and layout is likely to reduce flood risk and
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effects of climate change through
improve air quality.
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
Positive effect. Sustainable design and layout is likely to reduce energy use by
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
providing shelter and shading for buildings, and encourage walking and cycling.



and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Positive effect as landscaping is likely to benefit habitats.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive



local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Positive effect as landscaping and open space is likely to enhance the
balanced economic growth, stimulating
appearance of employment areas making them more attractive to business.



job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Uncertain effect. The provision of landscaping and open space could increase
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
fear of crime.
?
?
?
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as landscaping and open space is likely to enhance townscape



sense of place
and provide local identity.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect. Sustainable design and layout is likely to encourage walking and
the need to travel and promote the shift to
cycling.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as sustainable design and layout is likely to reduce flood risk and energy use. It is also likely to benefit habitats, promote economic growth and
local identity. It is likely to encourage walking and cycling. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
New landscaping should be carefully designed to reduce fear of crime.
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Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 55 – Energy efficiency
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases by
encouraging low carbon buildings and increasing energy from renewable
sources.
Positive effect as policy aims to minimise energy use and increase energy from
renewable sources.













O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the effects of climate change by minimising energy use and increasing energy from renewable sources. No negative
effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 56 – Renewable energy - district heating
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases by
increasing energy from renewable sources.







Positive effect as policy aims to minimise energy use and increase energy from
renewable sources.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the effects of climate change by minimising energy use and increasing energy from renewable sources. No negative
effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 57 – Renewable energy - broad locations suitable for renewable energy development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long













Comments
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases by
increasing energy from renewable sources.
Positive effect as policy aims to increase energy from renewable sources.
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3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

Uncertain effect as large scale wind and solar energy development could
adversely affect heritage assets and their setting. The policy requires such
impacts to be considered.
Uncertain effect as large scale wind and solar energy development could
adversely affect natural features, habitats and species. The policy requires such
impacts to be considered.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

?

?

?

?

?

?

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

?

?

?

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect as large scale wind and solar energy development could
adversely affect townscapes. The policy requires such impacts to be
considered.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to increase energy from renewable sources. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for large scale wind and solar energy development should take account of potential impacts on heritage assets, natural features, habitats and species,
and townscapes. However the policy requires such impacts to be considered and refers to Policy 58 for further detail.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
Potential cumulative effects of proposals in combination with other large scale renewable energy schemes should also be considered.

244

Policy 58 – Renewable energy - general impact
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as policy aims to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases by
increasing energy from renewable sources.







Positive effect as policy aims to minimise energy use and increase energy from
renewable sources.













O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O













Positive effect as the policy aims to prevent adverse impacts on townscapes.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to prevent adverse impacts on heritage assets.

Positive effect as the policy aims to prevent adverse impacts on. natural
features, habitats and species.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as policy requires developers to engage with local communities.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to increase energy from renewable sources. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 59S – Affordable housing
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O







The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to provide affordable housing in the area which
will accommodate the labour force to support economic growth.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide affordable housing.
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9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide affordable housing which is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
reduce deprivation.
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide affordable housing in the area which
the need to travel and promote the shift to
will enable employees to live in the borough rather than commute from lower



more sustainable modes of transport
cost areas.
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide affordable housing which is likely to support economic growth, reduce commuting and reduce deprivation. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 60S – Housing mix
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide a range of housing in the area which
balanced economic growth, stimulating
will accommodate the labour force to support economic growth.



job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide a mix of housing to meet needs.



population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide a mix of housing which is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
reduce deprivation.
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide a mix of housing in the area which
the need to travel and promote the shift to
will enable employees to live in the borough rather than commute from other



more sustainable modes of transport
areas.
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide a mix of housing to meet needs which is likely to support economic growth, reduce commuting and reduce
deprivation. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 61 – Specialist housing
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

O

O

O

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
O
O
O
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs.



population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing which is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
reduce deprivation.
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs which is likely to reduce deprivation. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
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None.

Policy 62 – Self-build and custom homebuilding
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.













O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to provide a range of housing in the area which
will accommodate the labour force to support economic growth.

Positive effect as the policy aims to provide a range of housing.
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide a range of housing which is likely to
reduce deprivation.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide a range of housing in the area which
the need to travel and promote the shift to
will enable employees to live in the borough rather than commute from other



more sustainable modes of transport
areas.
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide a range of housing which is likely to support economic growth, reduce commuting and reduce deprivation. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 63 – Provision of Gypsies and Traveller pitches and Travelling Showpeople plots
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs.



population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing which is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
reduce deprivation.
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs which is likely to reduce deprivation. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 64 – Kempston Hardwick Gypsy and Traveller site
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

+

+

+

++

++

++

~

~

~

Comments
Local services and facilities within walking distance or good frequency public
transport; developable land within the site is not within flood risk zone 2 or 3.
Site (or part of site) previously developed and within or adjoining the urban area
or a defined settlement policy area.
Proposal is unlikely to have a direct impact on any heritage assets.
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their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Site (or part of site) previously developed and located within a GIOZ or the
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
Forest of Marston Vale.
+
+
+
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Not employment related.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
~
~
~
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
Not employment related.
~
~
~
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
Non-main town centre use proposed.
~
~
~
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Residential development of <10 units.
+
+
+
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Residential development proposed within walking distance of local services and
+
+
+
inequalities and exclusion
facilities or good frequency public transport.
10. Promote community involvement in
Local services and facilities within walking distance or good frequency public
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
transport.
+
+
+
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Site adjoins existing settlement.
+
+
+
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Limited or no local services and facilities within walking distance but good
the need to travel and promote the shift to
frequency of public transport. However site adjoins urban area.
X
X
X
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy concentrates development in a sustainable location. Negative effect because of lack of availability of local services
and facilities. However site is adjoins a settlement and development is appropriate here.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 65 – Provision of Traveller sites as part of new settlements
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs.







Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing which is likely to
reduce deprivation.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

254

more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs which is likely to reduce deprivation. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 66 – Proposals for Traveller sites on unallocated land in the countryside
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O







Uncertain effect as sites are likely to be on greenfield land.

Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.

Uncertain effect as sites are likely to be on undeveloped land and could affect
natural features and environments.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs.
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9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing which is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
reduce deprivation.
10. Promote community involvement in
Uncertain effect as sites may not promote social cohesion in rural communities.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
?
?
?
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Uncertain effect as sites may not enhance townscape or provide sense of place.
?
?
?
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Uncertain effect as policy may lead to increased car usage if site located in area
the need to travel and promote the shift to
of poor accessibility by sustainable transport modes.
?
?
?
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs which is likely to reduce deprivation. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for Traveller sites should preferably be located in locations close to facilities so as to minimise car use. They should take account of potential impacts
on heritage assets, natural features, habitats and species, social cohesion and townscapes. However the policy together with other policies in the local plan
requires such impacts to be considered.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 67 – Design of Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople sites
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as sites are likely to be on greenfield land.

Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.

Uncertain effect as sites could be on undeveloped land and could affect natural
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the borough’s natural features, distinctive
features and environments.
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs.



population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide specialist housing which is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
reduce deprivation.
10. Promote community involvement in
Uncertain effect as sites may not promote social cohesion in rural communities.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
?
?
?
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Uncertain effect as sites may not enhance townscape or provide sense of place.
?
?
?
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Uncertain effect as policy may lead to increased car usage if site located in area
the need to travel and promote the shift to
of poor accessibility by sustainable transport modes.
?
?
?
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide specialist housing to meet needs which is likely to reduce deprivation. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for Traveller sites should preferably be located in locations close to facilities so as to minimise car use. They should take account of potential impacts
on heritage assets, natural features, habitats and species, social cohesion and townscapes. However the policy together with other policies in the local plan
requires such impacts to be considered.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 68 – Reuse and replacement of rural buildings in the countryside
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

?

?

?







Uncertain effect as policy aims to make use of existing buildings thus using
resources efficiently. However such buildings are often in less accessible
locations and are unlikely to encourage walking and cycling.
The policy is likely to lead to the preservation of buildings of interest to the built
and historic environment which might otherwise have become derelict.

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as the policy could encourage the reuse or replacement of
empty buildings and their curtilages which have become of valuable for wildlife.

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







The policy is likely to increase the housing stock.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

X

X

X

Negative effect as policy aims to make use of existing buildings which are often
in less accessible locations and likely to increase car usage.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy is likely to increase the provision of housing and lead to the preservation of buildings of interest to the built and historic
environment. Negative effect as such buildings are often in less accessible locations and likely to increase car usage.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals should take account of the potential impact on wildlife habitats and species. This is covered by other policies in the local plan.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 69 – The replacement and extension of dwellings in the countryside
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







The policy is likely to change the mix of housing to meet demand.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy is likely to increase the mix of housing to meet demand. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 70 – Affordable housing to meet local needs in the rural area
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







?

?

?







Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage walking and cycling. It is also likely
to encourage the use of previously developed land.
Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.

Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development and minimise
the use of greenfield sites away from settlements.
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5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

Positive effect as the policy aims to provide affordable housing in the area which
will accommodate the labour force to support economic growth.







O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







Positive effect as the policy aims to provide affordable housing.













Positive effect as the policy aims to provide affordable housing which is likely to
reduce deprivation.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting
social cohesion and helping to encourage walking and cycling.







Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting local
identity and sense of place. The impact on existing townscapes largely depends
on the quality of design.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage public transport, walking and
cycling.

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy is likely to concentrate development in more sustainable locations, preserving the character of the built form of
settlements and provide affordable housing which is likely to support economic growth, reduce commuting and reduce deprivation. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Development proposals should take account of the potential impact on heritage assets.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 71 - Accommodation for rural workers
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

O

O

O

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
Uncertain effect as sites are likely to be on greenfield land.
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
?
?
?
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.
historic environment, heritage assets and
?
?
?
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
Uncertain effect as sites are likely to be on undeveloped land and could affect
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
natural features and environments.
?
?
?
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Positive effect as policy is likely to support rural businesses.
balanced economic growth, stimulating



job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Positive effect as the policy aims to provide housing to meet needs.



population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Uncertain effect as sites may not enhance townscape or provide sense of place.
?
?
?
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Uncertain effect as policy may lead to increased car usage if site located in area
the need to travel and promote the shift to
of poor accessibility by sustainable transport modes.
?
?
?
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to provide housing to meet needs which is likely support rural businesses. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for housing for rural workers should preferably be located in locations close to facilities so as to minimise car use. They should take account of
potential impacts on heritage assets, natural features, habitats and species and townscapes. However the policy together with other policies in the local plan
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requires such impacts to be considered.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 72S – Amount and distribution of employment development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as new employment buildings could affect air quality and
increase carbon emissions.







Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage walking and cycling.

?

?

?

?

?

?













O

O

O

O

O

O







Positive effect as additional employment is likely to reduce deprivation.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.

Uncertain effect as allocated sites are mostly on undeveloped land and could
affect natural features and environments.
Positive effect as policy is likely to support economic growth and job creation.

Positive effect as policy is likely to support a range of jobs and encourage new
skills.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Uncertain effect as new employment buildings have opportunity to enhance
?
?
?
sense of place
townscape and promote local identity.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
the need to travel and promote the shift to
sustainable locations.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as policy will support economic growth, provide employment and is likely to reduce deprivation. It is likely to concentrate development in
more sustainable locations, minimising car usage and helping to encourage walking and cycling. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for new employment development should take account of potential impacts on air quality and carbon emissions, heritage assets, natural features,
habitats and species and townscapes. These matters are covered by other policies in the local plan.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
In combination with new housing development, the policy is likely to have a positive synergistic effect on minimising growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable modes of transport.

Policy 73 – Key employment sites
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O







The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy is likely to support economic growth and job creation.
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balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
Positive effect as policy is likely to support a range of jobs and encourage new



matching skill outcome with market needs
skills.
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy will support economic growth and provide employment. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 74 - Other employment sites
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as new buildings could affect air quality and increase carbon
emissions.







Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
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resources efficiently, maximise recycling
sustainable locations and help to encourage walking and cycling.
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Uncertain effect as depends on the type of new employment created.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
?
?
?
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
Uncertain effect as depends on the type of new employment created.
?
?
?
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
Uncertain effect if replacement includes out of centre retail use.
?
?
?
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Uncertain effect as depends on the type of new employment created.
?
?
?
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Uncertain effect as new employment buildings have opportunity to enhance
?
?
?
sense of place
townscape and promote local identity.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
the need to travel and promote the shift to
sustainable locations.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy is likely to concentrate development in more sustainable locations, minimising car usage and helping to encourage walking and cycling.
No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for new employment development should take account of potential impacts on air quality and carbon emissions and townscapes. New employment
should be of a type that supports economic growth, improves workforce skills and reduces deprivation. Any retail uses should not adversely affect town centre.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
In combination with new housing development, the policy is likely to have a positive synergistic effect on minimising growth in car usage, reduce the need to
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travel and promote the shift to more sustainable modes of transport. Potential secondary effect on town centre vitality and viability if retail use allowed.

Policy 75S – Additional strategic employment development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as new employment buildings could affect air quality and
increase carbon emissions.







Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage walking and cycling.

?

?

?

?

?

?













O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







Positive effect as additional employment is likely to reduce deprivation.

O

O

O

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.

Uncertain effect as allocated sites are mostly on undeveloped land and could
affect natural features and environments.
Positive effect as policy is likely to support economic growth and job creation.

Positive effect as policy is likely to support a range of jobs and encourage new
skills.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect as new employment buildings have opportunity to enhance
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sense of place
townscape and promote local identity.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
the need to travel and promote the shift to
sustainable locations.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as policy will support economic growth, provide employment and is likely to reduce deprivation. It is likely to concentrate development in
more sustainable locations, minimising car usage and helping to encourage walking and cycling. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for new employment development should take account of potential impacts on air quality and carbon emissions, heritage assets, natural features,
habitats and species and townscapes. These matters are covered by other policies in the local plan.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
In combination with new housing development, the policy is likely to have a positive synergistic effect on minimising growth in car usage, reduce the need to
travel and promote the shift to more sustainable modes of transport.

Policy 76 – Wyboston Lakes
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as new employment buildings could affect air quality and
increase carbon emissions.







Positive effect as the policy requires a crossing of the A428 which is likely to
encourage walking and cycling.

O

O

O

?

?

?







The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect as development could affect natural features and environments.

Positive effect as policy is likely to support economic growth and job creation.
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6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
Positive effect as policy is likely to support a range of jobs and encourage new



matching skill outcome with market needs
skills.
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Uncertain effect as new employment buildings have opportunity to enhance
?
?
?
sense of place
townscape and promote local identity.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy requires a crossing of the A428 which is likely to
the need to travel and promote the shift to
encourage walking and cycling.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as policy will support economic growth and provide employment. It is likely to encourage walking and cycling. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for development should take account of potential impacts on air quality and carbon emissions, natural features, habitats and species and townscapes.
These matters are covered by other policies in the local plan.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 77 – Employment skills
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating



job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,



matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,



inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as policy will support job creation and new skills.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy is likely to support job creation.

Positive effect as policy is likely to support a range of jobs and encourage new
skills.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as policy is likely to reduce deprivation.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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Policy 78 – New employment development in the countryside
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Uncertain effect as new employment buildings could affect air quality and
increase carbon emissions.

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?







?

?

?

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as sites may not enhance townscape or provide sense of place.

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as policy may lead to increased car usage if site located in area
of poor accessibility by sustainable transport modes.

Uncertain effect as sites could be on greenfield land.

Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.

Uncertain effect as sites could be on undeveloped land and could affect natural
features and environments.
Positive effect as policy is likely to support rural businesses.

Uncertain effect as policy could support a range of jobs and encourage new
skills.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to support rural businesses which is likely to support economic growth. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for rural business should preferably be located in locations close to facilities so as to minimise car use. They should take account of potential impacts
on air quality and carbon emissions, heritage assets, natural features, habitats and species and townscapes. However the policy together with other policies in
the local plan requires such impacts to be considered.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 79 - Improvement and provision of new visitor accommodation
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







?

?

?













O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage walking and cycling. It is also likely
to encourage the use of previously developed land.
Uncertain effect as depends on the exact location of development sites.

Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development and minimise
the use of greenfield sites away from settlements.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to create employment.
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8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.













Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting
social cohesion and helping to encourage walking and cycling.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development, promoting local
identity and sense of place. The impact on existing townscapes largely depends
on the quality of design.
Positive effect as the policy is likely to concentrate development in more
sustainable locations and help to encourage public transport, walking and
cycling.

12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects because the policy is likely to concentrate development in more sustainable locations, preserving the character of the built form of
settlements. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 80S – Hierarchy of town centres
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to reduce the
need to travel, thus reducing emissions.







Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to encourage
walking and cycling.

?

?

?

Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.
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their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

?

?

?

O

O

O







O

O

O







Uncertain effect. It is not clear how the policy might affect economic growth.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as the policy will support and enhance the town centre.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as the concentration of town centre services and facilities is likely
to maximise accessibility for those relying on public transport, cycling and
walking.
Positive effect as the concentration of town centre services and facilities is likely
to promote healthy and safe communities.

10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe



communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the concentration of town centre services and facilities is likely



sense of place
to promote local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to reduce the
the need to travel and promote the shift to
need to travel.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as the policy is likely to concentrate retail development in town centres, which is likely to reduce the need to travel, encourage cycling and
walking, reduce deprivation, promote healthy and safe communities and promote local identity and sense of place. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Retail development proposals should take account of potential impacts on heritage assets.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.
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Policy 81S – Amount and location of new retail development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect. The concentration of retail development in town centres is likely
to reduce the need to travel, thus reducing emissions.







Positive effect. The concentration of retail development in town centres is likely
to encourage walking and cycling.

?

?

?

O

O

O







O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







Positive effect as the policy will support and enhance the town centre.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O













Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy will support economic growth.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the concentration of retail development in town centres is likely
to promote local identity and sense of place.
Positive effect. The concentration of retail development in town centres is likely
to reduce the need to travel.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as the policy is likely to concentrate retail development in town centres, which is likely to reduce the need to travel, encourage cycling and
walking, and promote local identity and sense of place. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Retail development proposals should take account of potential impacts on heritage assets.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 82 – Out of centre development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect. The concentration of development in town centres is likely to
reduce the need to travel, thus reducing emissions.







Positive effect. The concentration of development in town centres is likely to
encourage walking and cycling.

?

?

?

O

O

O

?

?

?

O

O

O







Positive effect as the policy will support and enhance the town centre.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect as sites could affect heritage assets.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect. It is not clear how the policy might affect economic growth.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the concentration of development in town centres is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
maximise accessibility for those relying on public transport, cycling and walking.
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as the concentration of development in town centres is likely to
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
promote healthy and safe communities.



communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the concentration of development in town centres is likely to



sense of place
promote local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect. The concentration of development in town centres is likely to
the need to travel and promote the shift to
reduce the need to travel.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as the policy is likely to concentrate development in town centres, which is likely to reduce the need to travel, encourage cycling and
walking, and promote local identity and sense of place. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Retail development proposals should take account of potential impacts on heritage assets.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 83 – Kempston district centre – new retail development
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to reduce the
need to travel, thus reducing emissions.







Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to encourage
walking and cycling.

?

?

?

O

O

O

Uncertain effect as new facilities could affect heritage assets.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Uncertain effect. It is not clear how the policy might affect economic growth.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
?
?
?
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy is likely to increase access to facilities.



inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as the concentration of retail development is likely to promote
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
healthy and safe communities.



communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the concentration of retail development is likely to promote



sense of place
local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to reduce the
the need to travel and promote the shift to
need to travel.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as the policy is likely to concentrate retail development in the town centre, which is likely to reduce the need to travel, encourage cycling
and walking, promote healthy and safe communities and promote local identity and sense of place. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Retail development proposals should take account of potential impacts on heritage assets.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 84 – Kempston district centre – changes of use
Sustainability objective

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
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1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
Positive effect as the policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely
effects of climate change through
to encourage walking and cycling.



effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
Positive effect. The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
to encourage walking and cycling.



and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Uncertain effect. It is not clear what effect concentrating town centre uses will
balanced economic growth, stimulating
have on this objective.
?
?
?
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely to encourage
the need to travel and promote the shift to
walking and cycling.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly neutral and uncertain effects with some positive effects because the policy aims to concentrate town centre uses. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
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Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 85 – New shops in local centres
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to reduce the
need to travel, thus reducing emissions.







Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to encourage
walking and cycling.

?

?

?

O

O

O

?

?

?

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







Positive effect as the policy is likely to increase access to facilities.







Positive effect as the concentration of retail development is likely to promote
healthy and safe communities.

Uncertain effect as new facilities could affect heritage assets.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect. It is not clear how the policy might affect economic growth.
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11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the concentration of retail development is likely to promote



sense of place
local identity and sense of place.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect. The concentration of retail development is likely to reduce the
the need to travel and promote the shift to
need to travel.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly positive effects as the policy is likely to concentrate retail development in the town centre, which is likely to reduce the need to travel, encourage cycling
and walking, reduce deprivation, promote healthy and safe communities and promote local identity and sense of place. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Retail development proposals should take account of potential impacts on heritage assets.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The containment of development has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 86 – Local centres (including rural key service centres) – changes of use
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as the policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely
to encourage walking and cycling.







Positive effect. The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely
to encourage walking and cycling.

O

O

O

O

O

O

?

?

?

Uncertain effect. It is not clear what effect concentrating town centre uses will
have on this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely to encourage
the need to travel and promote the shift to
walking and cycling.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly neutral and uncertain effects with some positive effects because the policy aims to concentrate town centre uses. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 87 – Neighbourhood centres and individual shops – changes of use
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as the policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely
to encourage walking and cycling.







Positive effect. The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely
to encourage walking and cycling.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Uncertain effect. It is not clear what effect concentrating town centre uses will
balanced economic growth, stimulating
have on this objective.
?
?
?
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy aims to concentrate town centre uses which is likely to encourage
the need to travel and promote the shift to
walking and cycling.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Mostly neutral and uncertain effects with some positive effects because the policy aims to concentrate town centre uses. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 88 – All shop units
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.













Positive effect as the policy aims to retain local shops which is likely to maintain
access to services and facilities.
Positive effect as the policy aims to retain local shops which is likely to
encourage walking and cycling.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.







Positive effect as the policy aims to retain local shops which is likely to
encourage walking and cycling.

Positive effect as the policy aims to retain local shops which is likely to
encourage walking and cycling.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to retain local shops which is likely to encourage walking and cycling.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 89 – Impact of town centre uses
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe

communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effect on promoting social cohesion.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

O

O





O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as policy requires development to give attention to disturbance
and community concerns.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Policy 90S – Delivering infrastructure
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long













O

O

O







Comments
Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.

Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective..

Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.
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5. Promote strong, sustained and
Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating



job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.



multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.



population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.



inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.



sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect. The policy will help facilitate achieving this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the provision of infrastructure is likely to facilitate achieving many objectives.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
The provision of infrastructure has positive synergistic effects on a number of sustainability indicators.

Policy 91 – Public transport
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long







Comments
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve the use of public transport which is
likely to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.
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2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve the use of public transport which is
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
likely to promote sustainable lifestyles and use resources efficiently.



and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve the use of public transport which is



inequalities and exclusion
likely to increase access to services and facilities, reducing exclusion.
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve the use of public transport which is
the need to travel and promote the shift to
likely to reduce growth in car usage.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve the use of public transport which is likely to improve air quality, use resources efficiently and reduce car use. No
negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 92 – Impact of transport on people, places and environment
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as policy requires the consideration of traffic impact on air quality
which is likely to ensure climate change adaptation.







Positive effect as policy requires the consideration of traffic impact on
sustainable transport facilities which is likely to promote sustainable lifestyles.

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as policy requires the consideration of traffic impact on the
highway network which is likely to ensure sustained economic growth.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as policy requires the consideration of traffic impact on
sustainable transport facilities which is likely to promote healthy and safe
communities.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as policy requires the consideration of traffic impact on the
the need to travel and promote the shift to
highway network and sustainable transport facilities which is likely to reduce the



more sustainable modes of transport
need to travel.
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to ensure that the social and environmental impact of traffic is considered. This is likely to improve air quality, use resources
efficiently, sustain economic growth, promote healthy and safe communities and reduce the need to travel. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 93 – Electric vehicle infrastructure
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments







Positive effect as the policy aims to increase the use of electric vehicles which is
likely to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.







Positive effect as the policy aims to increase the use of electric vehicles which is
likely to use resources efficiently.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

290

multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy aims to increase the use of electric vehicles which is
the need to travel and promote the shift to
likely to promote the shift to more sustainable modes of transport.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effect as the policy aims to increase the use of electric vehicles which is likely to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, use resources efficiently and
promote the shift to more sustainable modes of transport. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 94S – Transport infrastructure and network improvements
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long













O

O

O

Comments
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce traffic congestion and promote
sustainable transport modes which is likely to improve air quality.
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce traffic congestion and promote
sustainable transport modes which is likely to use resources efficiently and
promote sustainable lifestyles.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce traffic congestion and promote
balanced economic growth, stimulating
sustainable transport modes which is likely to ensure sustained economic



job creation across a range of sectors
growth.
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
Positive effect as policy aims to reduce traffic congestion which is likely to



multi-functional town centre
improve the attractiveness of the town centre.
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as policy aims to promote sustainable transport modes which is
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
likely to promote healthy and safe communities.



communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as policy aims to promote sustainable transport modes which is
the need to travel and promote the shift to
likely to reduce the need to travel.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as policy aims to reduce traffic congestion and promote sustainable transport modes. This is likely to improve air quality, use resources
efficiently, sustain economic growth, improve the town centre, promote healthy and safe communities and reduce the need to travel. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 95 – Access to the countryside
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
the need to travel and promote the shift to

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O







O

O

O

?

?

?

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O



















Positive effect as policy aims to increase access which is likely to encourage
cycling and walking.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Uncertain effect as policy aims to increase access to the countryside which is
could affect natural features, habitats and species.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as policy aims to increase access which is likely to encourage
walking and cycling and promote social cohesion.
Positive effect as policy aims to increase access which is likely to promote a
strong local identity.
Positive effect as policy aims to increase access which is likely to promote the
shift to more sustainable modes of transport.
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more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to increase access which is likely to encourage cycling and walking, promote social cohesion and promote strong local
identity. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Improvements to countryside access should be careful to avoid harm to natural features, habitats and species.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 96 – Flood risk
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce flood risk which is likely to ensure
resilience to and reduce the effects of climate change.







O

O

O







Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce flood risk which is likely to ensure
that heritage assets are not harmed.







Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce flood risk which is likely to ensure
that the natural environment, habitats and species are not harmed.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to reduce flood risk which is likely to ensure resilience to and reduce the effects of climate change, and ensure that heritage
assets, the natural environment, habitats and species are not harmed. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 97 – Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce flood risk which is likely to ensure
resilience to and reduce the effects of climate change.







O

O

O







Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce flood risk which is likely to ensure
that heritage assets are not harmed.







Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce flood risk which is likely to ensure

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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the borough’s natural features, distinctive
that the natural environment, habitats and species are not harmed and could be
local environments, habitats and species
enhanced by the provision of new habitats.
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to reduce flood risk which is likely to ensure resilience to and reduce the effects of climate change, and ensure that heritage
assets, the natural environment, habitats and species are not harmed. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 98 – Broadband policy
Sustainability objective

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
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1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
effects of climate change through
O
O
O
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
O
O
O
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to
balanced economic growth, stimulating
benefit economic growth.



job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to



matching skill outcome with market needs
improve skills through training opportunities.
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
increase access to services and facilities.
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to
the need to travel and promote the shift to
increase home working and reduce the need to travel.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to benefit economic growth, skills, access to services and facilities, and reduce the
need to travel. No negative effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals

297

None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 99 – Domestic equipment
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce the visual impact of equipment which
is likely to conserve and enhance the built and historic environment.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce the visual impact of equipment which



sense of place
is likely to enhance townscape.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the need to travel and promote the shift to
O
O
O
more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to reduce the visual impact of equipment which is likely to conserve and enhance the built and historic environment and
townscape.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 100 – Communications infrastructure
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O







O

O

O







The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce the visual impact of equipment which
is likely to conserve and enhance the built and historic environment.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

Positive effect as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to
benefit economic growth.
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6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to



matching skill outcome with market needs
improve skills through training opportunities.
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to



inequalities and exclusion
increase access to services and facilities.
10. Promote community involvement in
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
O
O
O
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
Positive effect as the policy aims to reduce the visual impact of equipment which



sense of place
is likely to enhance townscape.
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Positive effect as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to
the need to travel and promote the shift to
increase home working and reduce the need to travel.



more sustainable modes of transport
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to improve internet access which is likely to benefit economic growth, skills, access to services and facilities, and reduce the
need to travel. No negative effects. The policy also aims to reduce the visual impact of equipment which is likely to conserve and enhance the built and historic
environment and townscape.
Summary of mitigation proposals
None required.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 101 – New sports and leisure facilities
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
historic environment, heritage assets and
O
O
O
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
O
O
O
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
balanced economic growth, stimulating
O
O
O
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage new sports and leisure facilities



population
which is likely to provide services and facilities.
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage new sports and leisure facilities



inequalities and exclusion
which is likely to increase access to services and facilities.
10. Promote community involvement in
Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage new sports and leisure facilities
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
which is likely to promote social cohesion and healthy communities.



communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Uncertain effect as the provision of new sports and leisure facilities could
the need to travel and promote the shift to
improve accessibility if provided locally, however facilities could also increase
?
?
?
more sustainable modes of transport
car usage if they have a wide catchment.
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to encourage new sports and leisure facilities which is likely to provide and increase access to services and facilities, and
promote social cohesion and healthy communities.
Summary of mitigation proposals
New sports and leisure provision should be carefully located to be close to the population they serve and encourage travel by sustainable modes. This is
covered by the policy.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Policy 102 – New community facilities
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
sense of place

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O



















O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage new community facilities which is
likely to provide services and facilities.
Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage new community facilities which is
likely to increase access to services and facilities.
Positive effect as the policy aims to encourage new community facilities which is
likely to promote social cohesion and healthy communities.
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Uncertain effect as the provision of new community facilities could improve
the need to travel and promote the shift to
accessibility if provided locally, however facilities could also increase car usage
?
?
?
more sustainable modes of transport
if they have a wide catchment.
Summary of assessment
Positive effects as the policy aims to encourage new community facilities which is likely to provide and increase access to services and facilities, and promote
social cohesion and healthy communities.
Summary of mitigation proposals
New community provision should be carefully located to be close to the population they serve and encourage travel by sustainable modes. This is covered by
the policy.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.

Policy 103 – Loss of existing leisure and sports facilities
Sustainability objective
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the
effects of climate change through
effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use
resources efficiently, maximise recycling
and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and
historic environment, heritage assets and
their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance
the borough’s natural features, distinctive
local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and
balanced economic growth, stimulating
job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force,
matching skill outcome with market needs

Assessment of effects
Short
Medium
Long

Comments
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.

The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
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7. Create a distinctive, attractive and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing
Uncertain effect as the loss of facilities, unless no longer needed or they are
?
?
?
population
replaced, could reduce services and facilities.
9. Reduce levels of deprivation,
Uncertain effect as the loss of facilities, unless no longer needed or they are
?
?
?
inequalities and exclusion
replaced, could reduce access to services and facilities.
10. Promote community involvement in
Uncertain effect as the loss of facilities, unless no longer needed or they are
place-shaping, promote healthy and safe
replaced, could reduce social cohesion and healthy communities.
?
?
?
communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and
The policy is unlikely to affect this objective.
O
O
O
sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce
Uncertain effect as the loss of facilities, unless no longer needed or they are
the need to travel and promote the shift to
replaced, could increase car usage if it causes people to travel further to
?
?
?
more sustainable modes of transport
alternative facilities.
Summary of assessment
No positive or negative effects but some uncertain effects.
Summary of mitigation proposals
Proposals for the loss of existing leisure and sports and facilities should only be permitted if the facilities are no longer needed or they are to be replaced. This is
covered by the policy.
Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
None.
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Appendix 13
Assessment of cumulative effects of local plan policies on sustainability
objectives
Sustainability objectives
1. Ensure resilience to and reduce the effects of climate change through effective adaptation and mitigation
2. Promote sustainable lifestyles, use resources efficiently, maximise recycling and re-use
3. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment, heritage assets and their settings
4. Create, conserve, protect and enhance the borough’s natural features, distinctive local environments, habitats and species
5. Promote strong, sustained and balanced economic growth, stimulating job creation across a range of sectors
6. Improve the skills of the labour force, matching skill outcome with market needs
7. Create a distinctive, attractive and multi-functional town centre
8. Meet the needs of a changing population
9. Reduce levels of deprivation, inequalities and exclusion
10. Promote community involvement in place-shaping, promote healthy and safe communities
11. Promote a strong local identity and sense of place
12. Minimise growth in car usage, reduce the need to travel and promote the shift to more sustainable modes of transport

Local plan policies
Policy number
1
2S
3S
4
5
6

Policy name
Healthy communities
Spatial strategy
Amount and distribution of housing development
Development in villages with a Settlement Policy Area
Development in Small Settlements
Development in the countryside
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7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29S
30
31
32
33
34
35
36S
37S
38

Key development sites in St Paul’s Square
Land at Duckmill Lane / Bedesman Lane, Bedford
The station area, Ashburnham Rd, Bedford
Greyfriars, Bedford
Land at Ford End Road, Bedford
Land at Borough Hall, Bedford
Land south of the river, Bedford
Town centre uses
Bedford High Street
Riverside development
Land rear of 268-308 Ampthill Road, Bedford
Land to the north of Beverley Crescent, Bedford
Land at Gold Lane, Biddenham
Land at 329 Bedford Road, Kempston
Land at Mowbray Road, Bedford
Land at Lodge Hill, Bedford
Land to the rear of Bromham Road, Biddenham
Land at Grazehill, Bedford
Former Stewartby Brickworks
Garden village principles
Colworth Garden Village
Land north of School Lane, Roxton
Place making
Design quality and principles
The impact of development – design impacts
The impact of development – access impacts
The impact of development – disturbance and pollution impacts
The impact of development – infrastructure impacts
Advertisements
Green infrastructure
Forest of Marston Vale
Landscape character
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39
40
41
42
43S
44
45
46
47S
48
49
50
51S
52S
53
54
55
56
57
58
59S
60S
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

Landscaping in new development
Retention of trees
Hedgerows
Historic environment and heritage assets
Protecting biodiversity and geodiversity
Enhancing biodiversity
River Great Ouse
Local Green Space
Use of previously developed land and use of undeveloped land
Pollution, disturbance and contaminated land
Minerals and waste restoration policy
Waste
Water resources
Climate change strategic approach
Water demand
Development layout and accessibility
Energy efficiency
Renewable energy – district heating
Renewable energy – broad locations suitable for renewable energy development
Renewable energy – general impact
Affordable housing
Housing mix
Specialist housing
Self-build and custom homebuilding
Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches and Travelling Showpeople plots
Kempston Hardwick Gypsy and Traveller site
Provision of Traveller Sites as part of new settlements.
Proposals for Traveller sites on unallocated land in the countryside
Design of Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople sites
Reuse and replacement of rural buildings in the countryside
The replacement and extension of dwellings in the countryside
Affordable housing to meet local needs in the rural area
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71
72S
73
74
75S
76
77
78
79
80S
81S
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90S
91
92
93
94S
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102

Accommodation for rural workers
Amount and distribution of employment development
Key employment sites
Other employment sites
Additional strategic employment development
Wyboston Lakes
Employment skills
New employment development in the countryside
Improvement and provision of new visitor accommodation
Hierarchy of town centres
Amount and location of new retail development
Out of centre development
Kempston district centre – new retail development
Kempston district centre – changes of use
New shops in local centres
Local centres (including rural key service centres) – changes of use
Neighbourhood centres and individual shops – changes of use
All shop units
Impact of town centre uses
Delivering infrastructure
Public transport
Impact of transport on people, places and environment
Electric vehicle infrastructure
Transport infrastructure and network improvements
Access to the countryside
Flood risk
Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)
Broadband policy
Domestic equipment
Communications infrastructure
New sports and leisure facilities
New community facilities

308

103

Loss of existing leisure and sports facilities

Key to appraisal effects
Note that the appraisal of the site allocation policies used a slightly different set of symbols to convey the effect against sustainability appraisal
objectives. The key below shows the equivalent meaning against the symbols used in the following assessment.
Symbol



O
?
X
XX

Policy
1
2 S
3 S
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Likely effect against the sustainability appraisal
objective
Major positive effect
Positive effect
Neutral
Uncertain effect
Negative effect
Major negative effect

1

2




X
X








XX
XX
O
O
O






3
O
?
?
?
?
?


O
O

4


X
X



O
O
O
O

Equivalent symbol used in site allocation policies appraisal

+++ or ++
+
~
?
X
XX or XXX

Sustainability appraisal objectives
5
6
7
8







O
O
O
O

O



O
O
O
O

O






O
O
O

O



9

10

11

12















?
































O
O
O
O
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Policy
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29 S
30
31
32
33
34
35
36 S
37 S

1

2












X
X

O
X

?


O









O


?


O
O
O
O

X
XX



?
X
O


O

3
?
O
O
O



O
?
?
O
?
?
O
O
?

4

O
O
O
O
?
O
X
X
O
O
X
XX
XX






?
?

X
X






O
O
O
O






O
O

O
O









O
O

Sustainability appraisal objectives
5
6
7
8

X
X

O
O
O





?
O
O

O
O


O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

?
O











O
O
O
O
O
O

O







O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O

?
?
O




O
O
O


O
O

9

10

11

12









?

?














O

O

O


























?
?

?
?

X

X







O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O

?




O
O
O

X
?
?













?

O





X
O
O
O





O
O
?
?

O
O
O
O
O
O

X
XX


O




?
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Policy
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

S

1
O

2
O

3

4











O
O
O






O

O
O
O
O



O

O
O
?










O




























O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O





O
O
O
O
O
O



?


S

O



S
S

S
S

O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
?

?

O
O


O
O
?



Sustainability appraisal objectives
5
6
7
8
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O


O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O


O
O


O
O

O
O
O


O
O

O
O
O
O


9
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O








10
O
?
O
O
O
O
?
O


O


O
O
O
O
O
?
O
O
O

11






O
O



O
O
O
O
O
O
O


O
O
?

12
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O



O
O
O
O


O


O
O
O





O

O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O



O

O





X
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Policy
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

S

S

S
S

1
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
?
O
?
?
?
O
?
O









O
O

S




2
O
?
?
?
O


?


O




O

?










O




3
O
?
?


O
?
?
?
O
O
?
O
O
?
?
?
?
?
?
O
?
O
O
O
O
O
O

4
O
?
?
?
O


?
?
O
O
?
?
O
?


O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O


O

Sustainability appraisal objectives
5
6
7
8
O
O

O
O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O


O
O


O
O


O
O


?
?
?
O
O
O


O
O


O
O


O
O

?
O
O
O

?
O
O

O
O


O
O

?
O
O
?
O
O
O
?
O
O
O
?
O
O
O
?
O
O
O
?
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O



O
O
O
O

9

11
O
?
?
O
O

12

O
O

10
O
?
?
O
O









O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

?
?
O
?
?
?
O
?

?






O

O
O

O



O


O

O
O






O
O








O
?


O


O
O


O



O

O
O


O
O
O

O
?
?
X
O


O




O

?










O
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Policy
92
93
94 S
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
Cumulative
effect of policies

1

2

3
O
O
O
O

4
O
O
O
?
















O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O

O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O





O

O

O







Sustainability appraisal objectives
5
6
7
8
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O


O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O


O
O
O
O
O
O


O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O
?
O

O

O



9

10

O
O
O


O



O
O
O


O

O
O
O
O
O

11
O
O
O



12






O
O
O







?
?
?










?

?

O
O
O







O
O
O
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